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BOOK SIGNING EVENTS

May 9 
Daniel Wallace 
The Kings and 

Queens of  Roam 

May 14 
Damien Echols 
Life After Death

June 3 
Ace Atkins 

The Broken Places

June 7 
Cathie Pelletier 

The One-Way 
Bridge 

June 11 
Kent Wascom 
The Blood of  

Heaven 

June 6 
William Hustwit 

James K.  
Kilpatrick

June 19 
David Berg 

Run, Brother, Run 

June 27  
Phillip Meyer 

The Son

May 1 
Nic Brown 

Scott Phillips 
Rake               

Dean King 
The Feud                  

June 13 

May 17 
Anthony Marra 

A Constellation of  
Vital Phenomena

April 18 
Richard Grant 

Crazy River 

April 29 
Rhonda Riley 

The Enchanted Life 
of  Adam Hope 

May 2 
Ben Greenman 
The Slippage 

Virginia Morell 
Animal Wise 

Julia Reed 
But Mama Always Put 
Vodka in Her Sangria

May 4 

May 7 
Nell Dickerson     

Porch Dogs

April 24 
Melissa Ginsburg 

Dear Weather Ghost 

Jo-Ann Costa 
The Bequest of   

Big Daddy

Cary Holladay 

April 26 

Horse People

w w w. s q u a r e b o o k s. c o m
Go to our website for info on upcoming author events, 
to order books or Square Books merchandise, and to 

check out what’s new on the Square Books blog.  

662-236-2262  
Orders (800) 648-4001 

April 17 
John Hailman 

From Midnight  
to Guntown 

*all events held at Off  Square Books



The narrator of  Gail Godwin’s brilliant new novel, FLORA (Bloomsbury, hd.26.00), 
is an older woman looking back upon her life as a ten year-old in the summer of  1945. 
Helen’s mother died when she was three and Helen lives with her father and her wise, 
dear grandmother, Nonie. Her father is called “to the other side of  the mountain” to 
work at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, on something called the Manhattan Project, and when 
Nonie suddenly dies, her father summons Helen’s mother’s 22 year-old sister, Flora, to 
take care of  the girl for the summer. Helen has cynical tendencies and is very precocious, 
while Flora, occasionally stunned by the girl’s sharpness, is cheerful and dutiful. A 

polio quarantine forces the two into a rather unwanted constant companionship, and when Finn, the appealing but 
mysteriously discharged veteran, appears as their grocery delivery man, a rivalry is exacerbated. Gail Godwin’s 
masterful plot tension (not to be spoiled here) and her power to create characters with remarkable depth, as well as her 
gift for prose, elevate the whole into entirely successful literature and reading of  high pleasure. If  you think there is no 
one today who can write with the skill of  a Peter Taylor or, for that matter, George Eliot, read Flora. RH  
(Release: May 7) Author Event: May 22 

A CHAIN OF THUNDER: A Novel of  the Siege of  Vicksburg (Ballantine, hd. 
28.00) by Jeff  Shaara continues his chronicles of  decisive actions of  the Civil War, this 
time focusing on the siege of  the fortress city of  Vicksburg, Mississippi – the “Gibraltar 
of  the Confederacy.” From military command tents to the ruined mansions where 
beleaguered citizens huddled for safety, A Chain of  Thunder evokes a battle that all but 
sealed the fate of  the rebel cause. Shaara’s war novels include the Civil War series, A 
Blaze of  Glory and Gods and Generals, which was made into a 2003 movie and is prequel to 
The Killer Angels, his father’s Pulitzer Prize-winner and basis for the movie “Gettysburg.” 

(Release: May 24 ) Author Event: May 24

Very few writers from the South have written accomplished literature and dared to 
remove their novels from the South and “southerness.” Richard Ford, Kevin Brockmeier, 
and Dennis McFarland come to mind. Fewer still are the writers from outside the South 
whose novels credibly have depicted the place and its people; here, almost no one comes 
to mind. Remember the name Bill Cheng, an Asian American who was born and raised 
in Queens and educated in the City University of  New York system, the largest urban 
university in the nation. Bill Cheng’s first novel, SOUTHERN CROSS THE DOG 
(Armistad Press, hd. 25.99), is a stunning debut -- set in the Mississippi Delta in 1927 and 1941 and 

teeming with lives of  hardship, music, devilment, love, toil and trouble. I heartily endorse Colum McCann’s view that 
“Cheng proves masterful in his ability to dwell in another era and place, while still remaining rooted in the landscape 
of  the human heart. Cheng, almost literally, writes out of  his skin.” RH (Release: May 7) Author Event: May 21

The lively musician, storyteller, and author Clyde Edgerton has long tickled our 
funny bones with books such as The Bible Salesman, Killer Diller, and Walking Across 
Egypt. He now shares fatherly wisdom he’s acquired from being a three-decade pop in 
PAPADADDY’S BOOK FOR NEW FATHERS: Advice to Dads of  All Ages (Little 
Brown, hd. 25.00). The father of  four children, ranging from 5 to 30, “Papadaddy” 
offers tips that range from allowing 8 hours to install an infant car seat to advice 
on blocking the image of  a teenage daughter riding up in the yard on a Harley, 
naked. Conveying both caution and joy, Edgerton writes from experience, observation, and his vivid 
imagination. Artwork by author Daniel Wallace (Big Fish, The Kings and Queens of  Roam) adds whimsy to 

this sage work. (Release: May 7) Author Event: May 23

Join us for four leisurely days of book camp. Enjoy literary tours of Oxford and Lafayette County, special 
talks, lunches and two dinners, with a signed copy of each author’s book and reserved seating at events. 

For more information or to register please visit squarebooks.com or email camp@squarebooks.com

CAMP SQUARE BOOKS: MAY 21-24

Jo-Ann Costa 
The Bequest of   

Big Daddy

*all events held at Off  Square Books



James Salter has long been known as a 
“writer’s writer,” a way of  saying he is well 
regarded critically but doesn’t sell that well. 
Yet his ouvre of  a dozen books, punctuated 
every ten years or so by splendid works 
like The Hunters (1957), A Sport and a Pastime 
(1967), Light Years (1975), and Dusk and 
Other Stories (1988), stay in print, attracting 

readers like a good wine. Today he is quite popular, 
particularly among young people, and now, at age 87, his 
new novel, ALL THAT IS (Knopf, hd. 26.95) is poised to 
garner major attention. And it should. The story opens 
with Philip Bowman’s recounting of  naval battle in the 
Pacific, witnessing the sinking of  a Japanese battleship, 
then quickly turns to his young marriage into an oddball 
Virginia family and its horsey society; a genteel life 
working for a New York publisher as an editor; Philip’s 
friendships, disappointments, promising yet surprising 
relationships, and his life’s search for love and his faithful 
gratitude for life’s pleasures. John Irving called Salter’s 
prose “rare and stunning,” and Richard Ford said 
“Sentence for sentence, Salter is the master.”  RH

When was the last time you read an 
almost 600-page book that you didn’t 
want to end? And when was the last time 
you read a book with a family tree listed 
in the front that was a multi-generational 
saga set in the American West? If  you are 
like me then, you probably answered it’s 
been a long while or maybe never. Well, 

THE SON (Ecco, hd. 27.99), the new novel by Philipp 
Meyer, has all of  the above and it is the best book I’ve 
read all year. Set in Texas, the novel follows the rise of  
the McCullough family from the patriarch, Eli, being 
kidnapped at age thirteen by the Comanches in the mid-
1800’s to the oil boom of  the modern era. There will 
be the inevitable comparisons to Lonesome Dove or Blood 
Meridian but this tale stands on its own merit. We hosted 
Philipp Meyer for his fine debut, American Rust, and we 
are fortunate to be hosting him again in June. Read this 
book and do not miss this event. CM (Release: May 28)
Author Event: June 27

In THE FLAMETHROWERS (Scribner, 
hd. 26.99) by Rachel Kushner, Reno, 
a young motociclista from the city she’s 
named for, blows into New York in 1977 
and is swept up in a conceptual art scene 
feverish with ideas about life as art and 
vice versa. In this gritty and glitzy world, 
Reno hangs with squatters and heiresses 

and falls in love with an Italian artist whose estranged 
family manufactures the very motorcycle she rides and 
races. The affair takes her back to his decadent family in 
Italy, where she falls in with militant radicals who seek 
to bring down the government and certain industrialists 
with violence and sabotage. This is a beautiful story 
that Kushner paces like a cross-country ride, alternating 
breakneck speed with intellectual idling, moving deftly 
from the corporeal to the cerebral and from sport to art. 
Believe Robert Stone when he says Kushner is “one of  
the most brilliant writers of  the new century.” LH

THE SLIPPAGE (Harper, pb. 14.95) 
by Ben Goodman, editor at The New 
Yorker and author of  What He’s Poised 
to Do, with its uncanny truths about 
intimacy and modern relationships, will 
appeal to everyone who has ever been in 
love and had their heart broken. Called 
“relentlessly funny” by Karen Russell, 

Swamplandia (Release: April 23)  
Author Event: May 2

RAKE (Counterpoint, hd. 25.00) by 
Scott Phillips (The Ice Harvest) features 
a charming yet despicable actor and a 
satiric take on the modern entertainment 
culture. “…. Scott Phillips proves himself  
the unparalleled master of  the noir anti-
hero….” --Megan Abbott, Dare Me
Author Event: June 13

Fiction 

AND THE MOUNTAINS ECHOED 
(Riverhead, hd. 28.95) by Khaled 
Hosseini is a novel about how we love, 
how we take care of  one another, and how 
the choices we make resonate through 
generations. Hosseini explores the many 
ways in which families nurture, wound, 
betray, honor, and sacrifice for one another. HORSE PEOPLE (LSU Press, pb. 23.00) 

by Cary Holladay, set in the pastoral 
horse country of  Virginia, chronicles the 
lives of  a family through the Civil War, 
the Great Depression, and World War II. 
Through these multi-generational stories, 
Holladay draws on the folklore and history 
of  her native Virginia and examines 

the cultural, racial, gender, and economic tensions that 
pervaded the entire nation. Author Event: April 26



This wonderful book, THE 
RAINBOW TROOPS by Andrea 
Hirata (Sarah Crichton Books, 
hd. 26.00), just translated, is set on 
the Indonesian island of  Belitong, 
where a young boy, Ikal, is a student 
at Muhammadiyah Elementary, 
a rickety shed in an impoverished 

neighborhood of  laborers. Not only is the school 
literally falling down, it is constantly under threat 
of  closure by corrupt government officials and 
oppressive corporations. How Ikal, his gang of  
plucky, education-starved pals, and their beloved 
teacher, Bu Mus, fight to overcome the challenges 
they are faced with to keep their sacred school open 
is an amazing story. It’s sad, funny, inspiring, and 
enlightening--as bright with local color as a travelog, 
and so informative about the culture of  the world’s 
largest Muslim society. It’s a little Conrack and To 
Sir With Love--a perfect read for young adults and 
teachers, too. Five million Indonesians -- that’s how 
many copies this bestseller sold there -- can’t be 
wrong! . LH

Every few years there comes along a debut 
novel that steals my heart because the work 
is so transcendent and such an unexpected 
joy to read. I’m thinking of  Tea Obreht 
with The Tiger’s Wife or Jonathan Safran 
Foer’s Everything is Illuminated, for example. 
Well, now it’s Anthony Marra with his 
remarkable A CONSTELLATION OF 

VITAL PHENOMENA (Hogarth, hd. 26.00). Set in 
contemporary Chechnya against a backdrop of  war and 
insurgency, it’s a testament to Marra’s skill that the novel 
is heartbreaking but ultimately uplifting. It even made me 
want to read up on Chechen history and that’s something 
that I never thought I would say. Do yourself  a favor and 
check out this splendid new writer of  whom Ann Patchett 
says, “If  this is where Anthony Marra begins his career, I 
can’t imagine how far he will go.” CM (Release: May 7)
Author Event: May 17  

NO REGRETS, COYOTE (W.W.Norton, 
hd. 25.95) is South Florida noir from John 
Dufresne, bestselling author of  Louisiana 
Power & Light. Forensic consultant Wylie 
“Coyote” Melville investigates the deaths 
of  five family members with help from 
his mob-connected friend Bay Lettique. 
(Release: July15)

THE BLOOD OF HEAVEN by Kent 
Wascom (Grove, hd. 25.00) follows 
the tale of  a pioneering spirit, Angel 
Woolsack, forging his way in a violent, 
grotesque and absurd world: the West 
Florida frontier in the years surrounding 
the Burr conspiracy. A unique blend of  
earthy Americana, zealous faith, and 

political drama, newcomer Kent Wascom’s narrative is 
wrought but readable, stylistically reminiscent of  Cormac 
McCarthy or Barry Hannah. CP  
Author Event: June 11

THE KINGS AND QUEENS 
OF ROAM by Daniel Wallace 
(Touchstone, hd. 27.00) is impossible 
to sum up tidily except to say that 
it is about two sisters, one blind & 
beautiful, the other jealous; with ghosts, 
lumberjacks, hounds, and magic waters; 
and two towns, one dying, the other 

stillborn. It has all the elements of  a fairy tale, but 
a Russian one where things can get dark in a hurry. 
Wallace’s imagination is as original as I’ve met; his 
novel of  woven stories is colorful, electric and layered 
and it will reappear in one’s dreams, asleep and 
waking, for a long time after the last page is turned. 
CFR (Release: May 7)

How Matthew Guinn’s debut novel came to be published is a great story in its own right. Joe 
Hickman at Lemuria introduced Matt to Andre Dubus III when he was there for an event; Matt gave 
his manuscript to Andre who in turn read it and told his editor, the great Alane Mason, that it was 
really something. Alane agreed and this summer Norton will publish THE RESURRECTIONIST 
(W.W. Norton, hd. 25.95). Things don’t usually work this way in the publishing world but the fact 
that it did tells you that this is a special book. Dr. Jacob Thacker is a young medical resident in South 
Carolina on probation for Xanax abuse and forced to work in public relations when he becomes 
aware that a campus renovation has unearthed the bones of  dissected African American slaves. The 

novel blends fact and fiction, past and present, with the result being a finely written moral story interwoven with an 
element of  suspense and a touch of  Southern gothic. We couldn’t be happier for Guinn, who is a former professor 
of  English here at Ole Miss and now a Jackson resident. CM (Release: July 8)  Author Event: July 16

Fiction 

HORSE PEOPLE (LSU Press, pb. 23.00) 
by Cary Holladay, set in the pastoral 
horse country of  Virginia, chronicles the 
lives of  a family through the Civil War, 
the Great Depression, and World War II. 
Through these multi-generational stories, 
Holladay draws on the folklore and history 
of  her native Virginia and examines 

the cultural, racial, gender, and economic tensions that 
pervaded the entire nation. Author Event: April 26



Fiction 

Rhonda Riley’s debut novel,THE 
ENCHANTED LIFE ADAM HOPE 
(Ecco, hd. 15.99) is the confessional 
story of  Evelyn Roe who unearths 
a badly burned and disfigured man 
on her family’s farm, a place of  
sweet solitude, in post-WWII North 
Carolina. The man heals at a speed 

that is shakily, but intriguingly, nonhuman, and it soon 
becomes clear that he is not a man at all -- but that 
doesn’t stop them from falling deeply in love. 
(Release: April  23) AB
 Author Event: April 29 

Man, WOKE UP LONELY is a wild thing 
of  genius. So funny and so smart. Fiona 
Maazel’s novel (Graywolf, hd. 26.00) 
presents us with a warped mirror of  our 
country and the times we live in. The 
Helix, a cult of  the lonely, and its founder, 
Thurlow Dan, along with his ex-wife, Esme, 
and their daughter, Ida, head a superb 

cast of  characters. The story unfolds in a winding, fun 
house fashion sporting locales from D.C. to North Korea 
to Cincinnati. I wish the Cohen brothers would make a 
movie (a la “Burn After Reading”) of  this book complete 
with a soundtrack by the Fugs. This is a truly one-of-a-
kind work of  fiction by an excellent young writer. CM

THE SUITORS by Cecile David-Weill 
(Other Press, pb. 16.95) When two sisters, 
both in their early thirties, learn of  their 
parents’ plan to sell the family summer estate 
on the coast of  France, they agree something 
must be done to prevent the loss of  the house 
and its way of  life that have been central to 
their lives. But neither sister has the means to 

take on the expense of  its considerable upkeep, so what is 
to be done? Find rich husbands, naturally. Over the course 
of  three weekends, suitors are invited to audition. Complete 
with servants, parties, dinners (menus and seating charts 
provided), the novel is an entertaining look at modern high 
society. Downton Abbey goes to France.  RH

LONG DIVISION (Agate Bolden, pb. 
15.00), the debut novel from native 
Mississippian Kiese Laymon, is a 
coming-of-age story set in post-Katrina 
Mississippi, written in a voice that’s 
alternately funny, lacerating, and wise. 
(Release: June 11)

SOME KINDS OF LOVE: Stories 
(Univ. of  Massachusetts, pb. 19.95) by 
Juniper Prize for Fiction-winner Steve 
Yates, charts the dark side of  love, the 
ties that bind families, and the sweet 
complications of  human desire. Set in 
the Missouri Ozarks, New Orleans, and 
Mississippi. (Release: April 30)

THE SILVER STAR (Scribner, hd. 
27.99) by Jeannette Walls (Glass Castle,  
Half  Broke Horses) is the 1970’s story of  
12-year-old Bean Holladay, an intrepid 
girl who challenges the injustices of  the 
adult world while adjusting to life in 
her mother’s traditional Virginia town.
(Release: June11)

Tom Drury, old Square Books pal and original member of  the Sons of  Barry, has done it again! 
In PACIFIC (Grove, hd. 25.00) his fifth novel, he takes us back to Grouse County, the setting for 
his great debut novel, The End of  Vandalism. This time, his people move around restlessly on spiritual 
hajes or roadtrips with missions, some landing in Los Angeles. As always, Drury’s characters are 
all somehow connected-- sometimes viscerally, other times magically--and the array of  them is 
fascinating: a wayward Hollywood actress reclaiming the son she’d abandoned, a young volleyball 
player and his posse (The New Luddites), the Laughing Bandit, a drifting mystic who claims to have 
walked to America in an underground tunnel, a disenchanted P.I., a thrift store owner, and many 

others. They push each other down and pull each other up, endeavoring to LIVE IN THE WORLD as best they 
can. Discovering how all their poignant stories come together, or not, is only part of  the fun--Drury’s spot-on 
social commentary will keep you laughing, possibly to keep from crying. Lovely book! LH 

THE BEQUEST OF BIG DADDY 
(Koehler Books, pb. 17.95) Jo-Ann 
Costa, a new voice in Southern writing,  
spins a story about an infamous family 
patriarch who took family secrets to 
his grave, but they weren’t buried deep 
enough to keep his great-granddaughter 
from digging up the murky past, from 

Reconstruction to the present day. 
Author Event: April 26



Fiction 
Claire Messud is one of  the most 
original and fearless writers working 
today. THE WOMAN UPSTAIRS 
(Knopf, hd. 25.95) is her first book 
since her breakout novel, The Emperor’s 
Children, in 2006 and well worth the 
wait. Nora Eldridge, an elementary 
school teacher in Cambridge, Mass., is 

furious at herself  for settling for a life she didn’t want 
and giving up on her dream of  becoming an artist. 
Then the glamorous, cosmopolitan Shadids enroll 
their son, Reza, in her class and as Nora establishes 
an intimate relationship with the family, she begins to 
see them as her saviors. This is in some ways a quiet 
novel yet the narrator’s voice is so sharp and the story 
crackles with a slow burn kind of  intensity that you 
won’t soon forget. CM
(Release: April 30)

THE ONE-WAY BRIDGE 
(Sourcebooks Landmark, hd. 24.99) by 
Cathie Pelletier draws readers to the 
seemingly quiet New England town of  
Mattagash where its citizens publicly 
bicker over thefts or their neighbors’ 
offensive mailboxes, and privately 
struggle through issues of  scandal, 

loss, and the scars of  war. (Release: May 1)
Author Event: June 7

In a slice of  warm-hearted Southern 
fiction in the tradition of  Fried Green 
Tomatoes at the Whistlestop Café, an 
idealistic young librarian rallies to 
save the Cherico, Mississippi town 
library in THE CHERRY COLA 
BOOK CLUB by Ashton Lee 
(Kensington, pb. 15.00).

Kate Atkinson, known for her Jackson 
Brodie mysteries (Case Histories, When Will 
There Be Good News?), veers into different 
territory with LIFE AFTER LIFE (Reagan 
Arthur Books, hd. 27.99), the complex and 
intriguing story of  Ursula Todd, whose fate 
it is to live and die over and over again. 
Smart, brave, resourceful Ursula retains 

some memories as her realities shift, so sometimes she’s 
able to make things better, sometimes not. Life After Life is 
a mesmerizing, beautifully written tale, following Ursula’s 
birth in 1910 through her many-lives trajectory to World 
War II, the war’s mournful toll on England and the grim 
work of  civilian rescuers during the European Blitz, and 
peopled with British characters who are wholly human and 
therefore, frail and foolish, who quote literature and Latin 
and French phrases and, above all, persevere during tragic 
and frightening times. SLM (Release: April 2)

TRANSATLANTIC (Random House, hd. 
27.00) by Colum McCann, author of  the 
National Book Award-winning Let the Great 
World Spin, is a soaring novel that spans 
continents, leaps centuries, and unites a 
cast of  deftly rendered characters, both real 
and imagined. “...beautifully hypnotic...” -- 
Emma Donogue, Room (Release: June 14)

THE INTERESTINGS (Riverhead, hd. 
27.95) by Meg Wolitzer begins with an 
exploration of  teen angst. When a group 
of  young adults meet at a summer camp 
for the arts, they create a bond that will last 
throughout their lives. As the bond develops, 
we are faced with the disappointments 
of  artistic dreams never realized, but 

friendships that will never die. AM

A THOUSAND PARDONS by Jonathan Dee (Random House, hd. 26.00) is perfect tale for our 
times. A sedate, successful, “normal” suburban family is destroyed by one moment of  insanely 
reckless behavior on the part of  husband and father, Ben Armstead. Having ruined his A team 
legal career, lost everything, and publicly humiliated his wife, Helen, and teen-aged daughter, Sara, 
Ben is out on the street--directionless, drunk, stunned by his own stupidity, but also oddly relieved. 
Helen must enter the workforce to support herself  and Sara, but as what? She married Ben out of  
college, and has no marketable skills. Eventually she stumbles into a dubious job with a very sketchy 
PR firm, and somehow a few good things begin to happen, but Sara, now that her mother works, 

feels abandoned and grows more and more alienated. An old boyfriend of  Helen’s enters the picture: the alcoholic 
superstar actor, Hamilton Barth. An unlikely arc of  redemption, forgiveness and love develops in this crisply told, 
amusingly depressing novel that is some of  Dee’s best, most engaging work. LH 

Stay up to date -- go to www.squarebooks.com



Fiction 

poetry 

Imagine the very beginning of  the 
twentieth century, the end of  the 
nineteenth, when millions of  immigrants 
were flooding into New York, leaving 
behind family and friends, and clustering 
together in neighborhoods where they 
might share a common language, but 
little else. Imagine two beings, even more 

alien, one made of  fire, the other clay, both imprisoned 
in human form, struggling to survive undetected on 
this small island where one is never truly alone. THE 
GOLEM AND THE JINNI (Harper, hd. 26.99), Helene 
Wecker’s first book, is an exceptionally well-researched 
historical novel as well as a supernatural one. CFR 
(Release: April 23)

Joe Hill, who visited Square Books a 
few years ago with his book Horns, has 
dropped a supernatural bomb that rivals 
the great master of  horror. NOS4A2 
(Wm. Morrow, hd. 28.99) is the story 
of  Victoria McQueen, who travels to 
other places (“inscapes”) chasing a nasty 
fella named Charles Talent Manx who 

transports children to Christmasland, which is just not 
as nice as it sounds. Even though the title suggests the 
vampire Nosferatu, this is not a vampire story; it’s a 
chilling, cleverly accomplished, tightly-controlled story 
of  good and evil. And Joe Hill is smart. And he’s funny. 
Sure hope he comes back to Square Books. SLM  
(Release: April 30) Signed Copies

THE FALL OF ARTHUR (HMH, hd. 
25.00) by J.R.R. Tolkien was Tolkien’s only 
venture into the legend of  King Arthur of  
Britain, yet may be regarded as his most 
skillful achievement in the use of  the Old 
English alliterative meter. Edited by his son, 
Christopher Tolkien, with commentary and 
notes. (Release: May 23)

ECOPOETRY ANTHOLOGY (Trinity 
Univ. Press, pb. 24.95), edited by Ann 
Fisher-Wirth & Laura-Gray Street, 
is the authoritative collection of  
American poetry about nature and the 
environment, ranging from Whitman 
and Frost to Wendell Berry and Robert 
Hass. Signed Copies 

DEAR WEATHER GHOST by Oxford 
poet Melissa Ginsburg (Four Way Books, 
pb. 15.95) presents images--animals, 
the elements, landscapes--as vehicles for 
exploring exile. “A road drifts all over our 
country,” Ginsburg writes, and the speakers 
of  these poems drift, too--spiritually and 
physically. (Release: March 12) 

Author Event: April 24

Composed between the 12th and 
14th centuries, THE FABLIAUX by 
Nathaniel E. Dublin (Liveright, hd. 
29.95) depicts priapic priests, randy 
wives, and their cuckolded husbands in 
tales that are shocking even by today’s 
standards. Whoa! (Release: June 10)

Renowned poet Clive James presents a 
translation into English verse of  Dante’s 
THE DIVINE COMEDY (Liveright, hd. 
29.95) and “seven long centuries drop away, 
and the great poem is startlingly fresh and 
new.” --Stephen Greenblatt, The Swerve
(Release: April 1)

From Neil Gaiman, the modern 
master of  wonder and terror, THE 
OCEAN AT THE END OF THE 
LANE (William Morrow, hd. 25.99) is 
an imaginative and poignant tale of  
mystery and survival, and memory and 
magic. Gaiman’s first adult novel since 
The Anansi Boys. (Release: June 18)

Signed First Subscription 
Each month we will send a first edition signed or personally inscribed book by one of  the many 

outstanding authors who come to Square Books, plus a bonus book at the end of  the year.  
For more information e-mail Slade at books@squarebooks.com



By Jennifer Adams & Allison Oliver (Gibbs Smith, 9.99)

BOARD BOOKS  
FOR LITTLE HANDS

PICTURE BOOKS

MOBY DICK:  
A Babylit Ocean 

Primer

SING (Henry Holt, hd. 16.99) “Sing! Sing 
a song. Sing out loud, sing out strong.” 
Bestselling children’s book illustrator 
Tom Lichtenheld puts a visual story to 
the classic Sesame Street song about self-
expression. Includes a CD with three songs; 
music by Joe Raposo. (Release: May 28)

TEA REX by Molly Schaar Idle 
(Viking, hd. 16.99) Cordelia has a 
special guest for tea and even though 
she tries hard to make her party a 
success, her guest’s manners are more 
Cretaceous than gracious. 

MUSTACHE BABY
by Bridget Heos, illus. by Joy Ang

(Clarion, hd.16.99) Baby Billy is born with 
a mustache -- and his family has to figure 
out if it’s a good-guy mustache or a bad-

guy-mustache. (Release: May 14)

OCTOPUS ALONE by Divva 
Srinivasan (Viking, hd. 16.99) A 
beautifully illustrated story of the 
watery adventures of Octopus and 
the stimulating life she leads in 
the ocean.  When three energetic 

sea horses provide more than enough excitement, 
Octopus retreats to a quiet space and falls asleep.  
Remarkably we feel as refreshed as Octopus when she 
wakes and returns to her 
busy friends. LP 

FANCY NANCY: Fanciest 
Doll in the Universe by Robin Preiss 
Glasser (Harper Collins, hd. 17.99) Fans 
of Fancy Nancy and fancy parties will 
delight in this story about how little girls 
feel about their favorite dolls--and their 
favorite sisters! (Release: April 23)

TRUCK STOP by Anne Rockwell, illus. 
by Melissa Iwai  (Viking, hd. 16.99) For the 
boy who helps his parents at the truck stop 
counter, there is nothing better than seeing 

the trucks roll in. He knows every single 
one --and can tell when one is missing. 

(Release: May 16)

SENSE & SENSIBILITY:  
A Babylit Opposites Primer

LOW LOADER 
TRUCKS SET  

19.99

SQUARE 
BOOKS, JR. 

TINY TOTES 
10.00

OCHO OCTOPUS 
20.00

WUTHERING HEIGHTS: 
A Babylit  

Weather Primer

MY FARM 
FRIENDS by 
Wendell Minor 
(Nancy Paulsen 
Books, 6.99)

BUILD-YOUR-OWN  
WOODEN BIRDHOUSE - 14.00

AUDUBON BIRDS  
-with real bird calls! - 8.99 

STORE HOURS 
Mon-Thurs, 9 am-7 pm; Fri & Sat, 9 am-8 pm  

Sun, Noon-5 pm  

STORY TIME  
 Wednesdays & Saturdays at 10 am



THE DARK by Lemony Snicket, illus. by Jon Klassen 
(Little Brown, hd. 16.99) “The dark” lives 
in the same big, creeky house as Laszlo. 
Mostly, the dark stays in the basement. 
But one night it comes to Lazslo’s room 
and teaches him how to stop being 
afraid. 

UNICORN THINKS HE’S 
PRETTY GREAT by Bob Shea 
(Hyperion, hd. 15.99) I declare the 
Year of the Unicorn. Bob Shea’s new 
picture book turns conventional 
unicorn lore on its pointy head; 
rainbows and unicorns are not 
just for girls. Elephant and Piggie 

meet The Powerpuff Girls. Vibrant, funny, epic and 
uplifting. JM (Release: May 28)

SUPER HAIR-O AND THE 
BARBER OF DOOM by John Rocco 
(Hyperion, hd. 16.99) Superkid Rocco 
gets his powers from his massive 
head of hair until an evil nemesis in 
the shape of a barber intervenes. Can 
Rocco recover his powers and prevent 
a playground disaster? A twist on the 

old first haircut story--and our boy does just fine. LP 
(Release: May 31)

EVERYONE CAN LEARN TO 
RIDE A BIKE (Schwartz & Wade, hd. 
16.99) A father teaches his daughter 
what it feels like to fall, get up, fall 
again, and finally learn to ride a bicycle. 
From Caldecott Medalist Chris Raschka 
(A Ball for Daisy, The Hello, Goodbye 

Window). (Release: April 9)

THE PET PROJECT: Cute 
and Cuddly Vicious Verses by 
Lisa Wheeler, illus. by Zachariah 
Ohora (Atheneum, hd.16.99) Join 
one budding young scientist as 
she catalogs the pros and pitfalls 
of potential pet ownership in 

these inventive poems, such as “Chances of getting a 
hippo: zippo.” LOL

THE MUSEUM by Susan Verde 
(Abrams, hd. 16.99) A young girl 
tours and twirls through museum 
galleries experiencing different 
emotions evoked by different styles 
of art, and then she finds and empty 
canvas….

THE WATERMELON SEED by 
Greg Pizzoli (Hyperion, hd. 16.99) This 
is a joyful tale about a crocodile who 
LOVES watermelon and chomps on 
it every single day until he swallows 
a seed. He fantasizes that he will turn 
pink and vines will grow out of his ears, 
but remember, this is a joyful story. 

Reader and little one will smile at crocodile’s marvelous 
recovery. LP (Release: May 7)

THAT IS NOT A GOOD 
IDEA! by Mo Willems (Balzer 
& Bray, hd. 17.99) Inspired by 
the evil villains and innocent 
damsels of silent movies, Mo 
Willems (Goldilocks and the Three 
Dinosaurs, Don’t Let the Pigeon 

Drive the Bus) tells the tale of a hungry fox who 
invites a plump goose to dinner. (Release: April 23)

PICTURE BOOKS

ANTI-
MONSTER 

FLASHLIGHT 
7.99 

Who’s afraid of 
the dark?

READING RUMPUS 
A fun tool kit for 
book-crazy kids 

18.99

PANTONE COLOR CARDS  
18 oversize cards 14.95

HOUSE OF 
MARBLES 14.99

J U N I O R S  D O Z E N
With a subscription to Junior’s Dozen your child will receive monthly a hardback book, lovingly selected and appropriate 

for the child’s age -- a thoughtful gift that will enrich and delight your special young reader.
www.squarebooks.com/junior



MIDDLE GRADES
WRITE THIS BOOK: A Do-It-Yourself Mystery (Little 
Brown, hd. 16.99) The great and mysterious Pseudonymous 
Bosch is back, and he needs your help. For reasons undisclosed 
(likely a back-log of chocolate that needs to be eaten), 
Pseudonymous has not been able to finish his newest mystery, 
so he needs you to finish it! Equal parts mystery, choose-
your-own-adventure scenarios, puzzles, writing instruction, 
and Bosch’s signature wit, this new addition to his line-up 
is sure to satisfy long-time fans and newcomers alike. PJF   

BAD UNICORN by Platte Clark 
(Aladdin, hd. 15.99) Stuck in another 
world and with a carnivorous unicorn 
on his trail, Max Spencer must find the 
courage to save himself, his friends, 
and, oh yeah...the entire human race. 
(Release: April 16)

MY SUMMER OF PINK & GREEN by 
Lisa Greenwald (Amulet, hd. 16.95) In this 
sequel to My Life in Pink & Green, Lucy 
Desberg’s ideas for the modern eco-spa 
that will save her family’s pharmacy are 
not turning out as she’s imagined. It might 
take a family makeover to get things right. 
(Release: March 19)

LOKI’S WOLVES by K. L. Armstrong & M. 
A. Marr (Margaret McElderry, hd. 15.99) The 
good news?  Matt Thorsen has just found 
out that he is a descendant of the powerful 
Thor. The bad news? Ragnarok (the end of 
the world) is fast approaching, and, with the 
ancient gods dead, only their descendants 
have the power to stop it. Matt, along with 

his friends Fen and Laurie must go on a quest to unite 
the gods’ other descendants in a race against time where 
failure will mean the end of the world. PJF 

THE APPRENTICES by Maile Meloy, 
illus. by Jan Schoenherr (Putnam, hd. 
16.99) When Benjamin Burrows, the 
mysterious apothecary’s son who stole 
Janie Scott’s heart in The Apothecary, 
discovers that Janie is in trouble, he calls 
on their friend Pip for help. The three 
friends are thrown into a desperate chase 
around the world to find one another 

while unraveling the mystery of what threatens them all. 
(Release: June 4)

HOUSE OF SECRETS by Chris 
Columbus & Ned Vizzini (Balzer & Bray, 
hd. 17.99) From Hollywood director 
Chris Columbus (Harry Potter Sorcerer’s 
Stone and Chamber of Secrets) and author 
Ned Vizzini (It’s Kind of a Funny Story), 
the first book in a new fantasy series 
with siblings who are thrust into manic 

adventures with pirates, witches, warlocks and dashing 
WWI flying aces. “A breakneck, jam-packed roller 
coaster of an adventure about the secret power of 
books….”--J.K. Rowling (Release: April 23)

THE HIDDEN SUMMER by Gin 
Phillips (Dial, hd. 16.99) Best friends 
Nell and Lydia are forbidden from seeing 
each other for the summer because of a 
conflict between their mothers, but they 
meet on the sly at an abandoned golf 
course. There they discover mysterious 
symbols, and the secret behind the 

symbols has special meaning of family and friendship, 
especially for Nell. (Release: June 13)

THE ABILITY by M. M. Vaughan 
(Margaret McElderry, hd. 15.99) When 
12-year-old Christopher Lane goes to 
the Myers Holt Academy in London, 
he is astounded at what he can do. 
It seems that age twelve is a special 
time for the human brain, which 
is capable of remarkable feats. But 

experimentation has consequences, and Chris is 
forced to face them or his new life will be over 
before it can begin.  (Release: May 23)

DECOMPOSTITION 
BOOKS

8 TREE-FRIENDLY PENCILS  
Made from recycled paper 4.99

4.99-8.99

100% post-consumer-waste recycled, 
printed with soy ink, made in the USA!

SPY CAMP
by Stuart Gibbs

(Simon & Schuster, 
hd. 15.99)

P.K. PINKERTON AND 
THE PETRIFIED MAN

by Caroline Lawrence 
(Putnam, hd. 16.99) 
(Release: April 18)

ELVIS AND THE 
UNDERDOGS

by Jenny Lee  
(Balzer & Bray, hd. 16.99)

(Release: May 14)



theodore boone returns
THEODORE BOONE: The Activist by John 
Grisham (Dutton, hd. 16.99) After being falsely accused 
of vandalism and theft, Theo is happy finally to be out 
of the hot seat, once more dispensing legal advice to 
friends and community members, when an exciting new 
case demands his urgent attention. (Release: May 21) 
  
“Not since Nancy Drew has a nosy, crime-obsessed kid 
been so hard to resist.” --The New York Times

BOXED SET OF 
3 SIGNED FIRST 

EDITIONS 99.00

YOUNG ADULT BOOKS
THE 5TH WAVE by Rick Yancey (Putnam, 
hd. 18.99) An alien invasion has brought 
humanity to the very brink of extinction. 
After losing her father and brother, Cassie 
does whatever is necessary to survive in 
this cold new world devoid of trust.  That 
is, until she meets Evan Walker, a stranger 
who knows where she can find her brother. 

Filled with twists and turns, The 5th Wave will leave you 
wondering if anyone can be trusted. PJF (Release: May 7)

PANIC (Atheneum, hd. 17.99) by Sharon 
M. Draper (Out of My Mind, Just Another 
Hero) begins with the teenaged members of 
a dance troupe rehearsing for a ballet, but 
the ugliness of the world intrudes upon the 
young characters’ happiness when one of 
the dancers is abducted. Told from multiple 
points of view, this is a music-filled tale of 

an ensemble cast of teens who are devoted to dancing but 
who must confront their vulnerability. JB

INVISIBILITY by Andrea Cremer & 
David Levithan (Philomel, hd. 18.99) 
A magical romance between a boy 
cursed with invisibility and the one 
girl who can see him, from bestselling 
authors Andrea Cremer (the Nigthshade 
series) and David Levithan (Every Day). 
(Release: May 7)

TIGER: A Dark Eyes Novel by William 
Richter (Razorbill, hd 17.99) Wallis 
Stoneman would be a regular teenager, 
except that she’s the daughter of a 
Russian assassin. She uses her legacy 
of crime for good by solving missing 
persons cases for an under-the-radar 
organization – and the person she most 

wants to find is Tiger, her own fugitive brother. 

17 & GONE by Nova Ren Suma
(Dutton, hd. 17.99) 17-year-old Lauren has 
visions of girls her own age who go missing 
without a trace. As Lauren struggles to 
shake these waking nightmares, a brush 
with death lands her in the hospital 
and a shocking truth emerges, changing 
everything. 

THE ELITE by Kiera Cass (Harper 
Teen, hd. 17.99) The second of The 
Selection trilogies is just as entrancing 
as the first America Singer is now 
down to the top six Elite girls in 
the country. Will she be able to 
hold Prince Maxon, or will he fall 
for another? Will the rebels return? 

And will America give up her first love for life as a 
princess? JB (Release: April 23)

THE RITHMATIST by Brandon 
Sanderson (Tor Books, hd. 17.99) The 
Rithmatist is a uniquely imagined novel. 
Rithmatics, the magical art of giving life 
to two-dimensional chalk figures called 
Chalklings, is humanity’s only defense 
against the Wild Chalklings that threaten 
to eradicate them. When Rithmatist 
students begin vanishing, Joel finds 

himself pulled into a mysterious investigation that 
begins as a murder mystery, but may lead to a revelation 
that could change his world irrevocably. After reading 
this novel it’s all I can do to keep from grabbing some 
chalk and trying it out. PJF (Release: May 14)

ICONS by Margaret Stohl (Little 
Brown, hd. 18.00) The first in the Icons 
series, by the co-writer of the Beautiful 
Creatures series, this epic tale takes place 
after earth loses a war against aliens, and 
the few surviving humans band together 
to fight against the powerful aliens called 
Icons. JB (Release: May 7)

A book club for kids 8-12.  
Meets the second Friday every month  

at Square Books, Jr. 6-7 p.m.



MYSTERY

NORWEGIAN BY NIGHT by Derek 
B. Miller (HMH, hd. 26.00) Sheldon 
Horowitz, an 80-year old Korean war 
veteran, has a touch of  dementia and goes 
to live with his daughter and son-in-law 
in Norway. Further disoriented there, one 
day what sounds like violence breaks out 
in the upstairs apartment and a young 

boy’s life appears to be at risk.   Sheldon becomes the 
boy’s protector/abductor, fleeing in disguise through 
the countryside as exiled Serbian war criminals and 
Norwegian cops give pursuit and the old man’s Marine 
sniper skills come back to him. A wild, compelling, 
politically complex, and sometimes funny tale that is a very 
rich read, highly recommended.(Release: May 21) RH

Maureen Couglin, the pint-sized brassy 
New Jersey bar waitress we met in The 
Devil She Knows, pops up in New Orleans 
as a rookie cop who finds trouble without 
looking too far down dark alleys in THE 
DEVIL IN HER WAY (Sarah Crichton 
Books, hd. 26.00) by Bill Loehfelm. 
(Release: April 30)

TOTAL CHAOS by Jean-Claude Izzo 
(Europa, pb. $15.00) Reading Total Chaos is 
nothing short of  experiencing the work of  
Raymond Chandler or Dashiell Hammett 
for the first time. Izzo introduced one of  the 
great anti-heros of  our time, ex-cop Fabio 
Montale, and launched an entire literary 
movement, Mediterranean Noir. You might 

not have heard of  him but trust me when I say that he 
is among the very best noir writers. Thankfully, Europa 
Editions is now re-releasing the entire Marsielles trilogy 
(Chourmo and Solea are the other two volumes). Perfect 
summer reading. (Release: May 7) CM 

Simon & Schuster,  
hd. 27.99)

Release: July 16

(Viking, hd. 28.95)
Release: May 7

(Doubleday,  
hd. 29.95)

Release: May 14

Sweden’s anti-hero police investigator Harry 
Hole (The Snowman, The Leopard, Phantom) 
chases a desperate, faceless contract killer 
at large in THE REDEEMER (Knopf, 
hd. 25.95) by acclaimed thriller writer Jo 
Nesbo. “..had my pulse in the red zone 
from start to finish.” -- Michael Connelly 
(Release: May 21)

Nicci French first introduced the 
mysterious London psychotherapist 
Freida Klein in Blue Monday. Freida’s 
keen observations paired with a brooding 
restlessness make her a valuable consultant 
to the police, and in TUESDAY’S GONE 
(Pamela Dorman Books, hd. 27.95), she 
lures danger as surely as she tracks it.  

“…a haunting and complex psychological puzzle…”-- 
Camilla Lackberg, The Ice Princess  SLM 

Copenhagen’s Dept. Q is again 
featured in Jussi Adler-Olsen’s third 
psychological thriller, A CONSPIRACY 
OF FAITH (Dutton, hd. 26.95), where 
the irrepressible team of  Carl Morck 
and his misfit assistants unravel cold 
cases. Adler-Olsen’s crimes are edgy and 
complicated enough to puzzle over and 

he raises contemporary social and political issues by 
connecting them to the old mysteries. And he skillfully 
and delightfully pops in humor to lighten all that serious 
stuff. SLM (Release: May 28) 

Are you a Speed Reader? 
Sign up for our weekly e-mail of events  

at www.squarebooks.com 

THE BROKEN PLACES (Putnam, hd. 
26.95) In Ace Atkins’ third Quinn Colson 
book, the former Army Ranger is now the 
sheriff  of  Tibbehah County, Mississippi. 
Trouble blows into town with a released 
prisoner, a tornado, and ensuing chaos that 
stretch the rules of  law to a snapping point. 
(Release: May 30) Author Event: June 3 

Chosen to continue the Spencer private-
eyes series after Robert B. Parker’s death 
in 2010, Ace Atkins leads Spencer into 
a confrontation with Boston’s political 
machine when an old friend asked a favor 
in WONDERLAND (Putnam, hd. 26.95). 
“...Ace Atkins pulls it off.” --Chicago Sun-
Times  (Release: May 7) 



history
In REVOLUTIONARY SUMMER: The 
Birth of  American Independence 
(Knopf, hd. 26.95) award-winning historian 
Joseph Ellis focuses on the summer of  
1776, the most dramatic few months in the 
story of  our country’s founding. “…a volume 
to savor, ponder, and simply enjoy.” -Ron 
Chernow, Washington, A Life (Release: June 4)

THE FOUR HORSEMEN: Riding to 
Liberty in Post-Napoleonic Europe 
(Oxford Univ. Press, hd. 35.00) by the late 
historian Richard Stites is a narrative of  
the four military officers who led a series 
of  revolts starting in 1820 to bring political 
freedom to Spain, Naples, and Russia; and 
independence to the Greeks. (Release: June 1)

THE GREAT WAR: A Combat 
History of  the First World War by 
Peter Hart (Oxford Univ. Press, hd. 
34.95) explores the challenges faced 
by commanders, the strengths and 
weaknesses of  the nations involved, 
prewar plans, obstacles and setbacks, the 
fronts, and the weapons and tactics of  

the grim global conflict that was World War I.  
(Release: May 1)

THE CIVIL WAR IN 50 OBJECTS by 
Harold Holzer (Viking, hd. 36.00), the 
American companion to A History of  the World 
in 100 Objects, is an intimate look at objects 
from the New-York Historical Society’s 
collection that evokes a deeply human sense 
of  the Civil War. (Release: May 6)

Much has been written about the battle of  
Gettysburg, but never has a book dived down so 
closely to the individual soldier to explore the 
experience of  the three days of  intense fighting 
as in GETTYSBURG: The Last Invasion 
(Knopf, hd. 35.00) by acclaimed Civil War 
historian Allen C. Guelzo. (Release: May 14)

BUNKER HILL: A City, A Siege, A 
Revolution (Viking, hd. 32.95) is the story 
of  the Boston battle that was the point of  
no return for the rebellious colonists, by 
bestselling author and National Book Award-
winner Nathaniel Philbrick (In the Heart of  
the Sea, Mayflower). (Release: April 30)  
Signed Copies

Mitchell Zukoff (Lost in Shangri-
La) shares a true story of  bravery 
and honor in FROZEN IN TIME: 
An Epic Story of  Survival and a 
Modern Quest for Lost Heroes of  
World War II (Harper, hd. 28.99), the 
account of  148 days of  survival for a 
handful of  soldiers in the brutal Arctic 

during WWII and the 2012 expedition to bring the 
lost ones home. (Release: April 23)

THE GUNS AT LAST LIGHT: The 
War in Western Europe, 1944-
1945 (Henry Holt, hd. 38.00) is the 
conclusion to Pulitzer Prize-winner 
Rick Atkinson’s Liberation Trilogy 
about the Allied triumph in Europe 
during World War II. (Release: May 14)

THE LAST OF THE DOUGHBOYS: 
The Forgotten Generation and the 
Forgotten World War (HMH, hd. 
28.00) Over a ten-year period, Richard 
Rubin (Confederacy of  Silence) sought out 
American veterans of  World War I--and 
uncovered a forgotten great generation, 
and their war. (Release: May 21)

AMERICAN GUN: A History of  the 
U.S. in Ten Firearms (Wm. Morrow, 
hd. 28.99) explores American history 
through the lens of  the nation’s most 
iconic guns, from the American Long 
Rifle to the M16 Assualt Rifle. Written 
by former Navy SEAL Chris Kyle 
(1974-2013), author of  American Sniper, 

and chief  instructor for training Naval Special Warfare 
Sniper and Counter-Sniper teams; and by William 
Doyle, the award-winning author of  An American 
Insurrection: the Battle of  Oxford, Mississippi, 1962. 
(Release: May 14)

Unlike previous accounts of  the famous 
feuders, THE FEUD: The Hatfields and 
the McCoys (Little Brown, hd. 28.00) by 
Dean King begins when the families lived 
in relative harmony, the story of  two frontier 
families struggling for survival within the 
narrow confines of  an unforgiving land. 
(Release: May 21)  

Author Event: June 13



history

This re-discovered masterpiece of  
reporting by literary icon James Agee and 
celebrated photographer Walker Evans 
(Let Us Now Praise Famous Men), COTTON 
TENANTS: Three Families (Melville 
House, hd. 24.95) is an unsparing record 
of  the plight of  sharecroppers during the 
height of  the Great Depression.  

(Release: June 4)

Niall Ferguson (The Ascent of  
Money) argues in THE GREAT 
DEGENERATION (Penguin, hd. 26.95) 
that institutional frameworks within 
societies lie behind economic stagnation 
and geopolitical decline, an indictment of  
an era of  negligence and complacency. 
(Release: June 13) 

THE UNWINDING: An Inner History 
of  the New America (FS&G, hd. 27.00) 
by George Packer, staff  writer for The New 
Yorker, is an examination of  Americans, from 
a Southern evangelist to a Silicon Valley 
entrepreneur, whose lives that have been 
transformed by the dissolution of  things that 
once held us together. (Release: May 21)

THE BORGIAS:  
The Hidden History 

G. J. Meyer 
(Bantam, hd. 30.00) 

THE CHILDREN  
OF HENRY VIII 
John Guy  
(Oxford Univ. Press, hd. 27.95)  

SHOCKING THE CONSCIENCE: 
A Reporter’s Account of  the Civil 
Rights Movement 
(Univ. Press of  Mississippi, hd. 30.00) is a 
chronicle by Simeon Baker, the first full-
time African American reporter for the 
Washington Post and Jet magazine’s White 
House correspondent for a half-century, 

who had a front-row seat to civil rights history that 
transformed our nation. (Release: April 1)

MOUND SITES OF THE 
AMERICAN SOUTH: A Guide to 
the Mississippian Chiefdoms by 
archeologist Eric Browne (Univ. of  
Georgia Press, pb. 29.95) is an illustrated 
guide to the settlements of  the ancient 
Mississippian culture, the mound-builders. 
Includes maps, artists’ reconstructions, 

photos of  artifacts, and historic and modern photos 
of  sites; “…will go far in bringing the South’s pre-
Columbian past into our historical imaginations.” – 
Robbie Ethridge, From Chicaza to Chickasaw. 
(Release: June 1)

HOLY SH*T: A Brief  History of  
Swearing (Oxford Univ. Press, hd. 
24.95) by Melissa Mohr tells the story 
of  obscenities and oaths, taking readers 
on a journey to discover how “swearing” 
has come to include both testifying 
with your hand on the Bible and calling 
someone a *#$&!* when they cut you off  

on the highway. (Release: May 2)

THE BOYS IN THE BOAT: Nine 
Americans and Their Epic 
Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics by Daniel James Brown 
(Viking, hd. 27.95) is the story of  the 
University of  Washington’s eight-oar 
crew, sons of  loggers, shipyard workers, 
and farmers, who showed true grit as 

they defeated foreign rivals and the German crew 
rowing for Adolf  Hitler in the Olympic games in Berlin 
in 1936. (Release: June 4)

Own a piece of the historic Square Books balcony. Since 1986 
readers and writers from Oxford or afar, Ole Miss students, locals, 
and tourists have enjoyed the balcony outside the second floor of 
Square Books overlooking the historic Square. We are renovating 
and replacing the deck, and are offering for sale pieces of this 
history, the Square Books balcony, for $5 each. You may get them in 
the store or we will ship them to you. Comes with a numbered and 
signed certificate of authenticiy.  
Call 662-236-2262 or email books@squarebooks.com



non fiction 
John Hailman of  Oxford recounts trials and 
bad guy antics from humorous to tragic in 
FROM MIDNIGHT TO GUNTOWN: True 
Crime Stories from a Federal Prosecutor 
in Mississippi (Univ. Press of  Mississippi, 
hd. 35.00). “..a beautifully written portrait of  
the complex and criminal underworlds of  rural 
Mississippi….” – William Ferris  

Author Event: April 17

In this collection of  essays, COMING HOME 
TO MISSISSIPPI (Univ. Press of  Mississippi, 
hd. 25.00), edited by Charline McCord & 
Judy Tucker, some well known Mississippians 
examine their lives, their memories of  
Mississippi, the reasons they left the state, and 
what drew them back.

Bestselling author Chuck 
Klosterman (Sex, Drugs, and Cocoa 
Puffs, Eating the Dinosaur) in I WEAR 
THE BLACK HAT: Grappling 
With Villains (Scribner, hd. 25.00) 
questions the nature of  how modern 
people draw the line between heroes 
and villains. (Release: July 9)

HOW TO TEACH YOUR 
CHILDREN SHAKESPEARE 
(Crown, hd. 25.00) by playwright Ken 
Ludwig provides the tools needed to 
instill an understanding and love of  
William Shakespeare’s works. Good 
and good for you. (Release: June 11)

Education reporter Sarah Carr tracks the lives 
of  a student, a new teacher, and a principal in 
New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina in 
HOPE AGAINST HOPE: Three Schools, 
One City, and the Struggle to Educate 
America’s Children (Bloomsbury, hd. 27.00), 
a vivid and sobering portrait of  education in 
21st-century America.  Signed Copies

JAMES J. KILPATRICK: 
Salesman for Segregation by 
William P. Hustwit (Univ. of  North 
Carolina Press, hd. 34.95) is the study 
of  television personality, journalist, 
and columnist James Kilpatrick 
(editor of  the Richmond News Leader, 
writer for the National Review) whose 

conservative voice rang out loudly and widely 
through the 20th century as resistance to civil rights. 
(Release: May 1) Author Event: June 6

RUN, BROTHER, RUN: A Memoir of  
a Murder in My Family by David Berg 
(Scribner, hd. 26.00) In 1968 David Berg’s 
brother was murdered by a small-time Texas 
hitman (father of  actor Woody Harrelson). 
Berg, a Houston lawyer and writer, revisits the 
tragedy with grief  and simmering anger over 
courtroom and family injustices.  “Suffused 

with a tragic sense of  humor and deep pathos” (Jon 
Meacham), Run, Brother, Run is a darkly fascinating tale of  
love, hate, and family. (Release: June 11) SLM 
Author Event: June 19

Called a “haunting, painful, and 
uplifting narrative” by John Grisham, 
LIFE AFTER DEATH (Blue Rider 
Press, hd. 26.95) is the memoir by 
Damien Echols, who served 18 years 
on Death Row for the murders of  
three boys. Released in 2011, Echols 
and two others, known as The West 

Memphis Three, became symbols for wrongful 
conviction and imprisonment and were the subjects 
of  an HBO documentary called “Paradise Lost.”   
Author Event: May 14

Brent Hendricks’ debut combines rotting 
corpses with personal revelation as it chillingly 
recounts Georgia’s Tri-State Crematorium 
incident of  2002. Hendricks, whose father 
was among the 339 decomposing bodies 
found, examines the largest mass desecration 
in modern American history through the 
intimate lens of  a father and son relationship. 

A gothic tale of  death in the South, A LONG DAY AT THE 
END OF THE WORLD (FS&G, pb. 14.00) builds dark 
momentum with every page, leaving readers psychologically 
intrigued and emotionally unsettled. EB  Signed Copies

THE NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA  
OF SOUTHERN CULTURE

Volume 23: Folk Art
Carol Crown, 
Cheryl Rivers

(Univ. of  North Carolina, pb. 24.95) Release: June 3

Volume 24: Race
Thomas C. Holt,  
Laurie B. Green



science and nature 

sports 

humor 

As he neared his 60th birthday, Hattiesburg, Mississippi ophthalmologist John Pendergrass longed for 
a challenge that would push him to his limits. AGAINST THE ODDS: The Adventures of  a Man 

in His Sixties Competing in Six of  the World’s Toughest Triathlons Across Six Continents 
(Hatherleigh Press, pb. 16.95) is the account of  Pendergrass’ goal of  completing six IRONMAN 

Triathlons on six continents. With a foreword by Brett Favre. (Release: March 26) Signed Copies

Mary Roach, “America’s funniest 
science writer” (Washington Post), 
takes us down the hatch with GULP: 
Adventures of  the Alimentary 
Canal (W.W. Norton, hd. 26.95) with 
such burning questions as: Why is 
crunchy food so appealing, and why 
doesn’t the stomach digest itself ? 

Pulitzer Prize-winning biologist Edward O. 
Wilson muses on the nature of  scientific 
investigation, his career, and what it takes to 
be a scientist in LETTERS TO A YOUNG 
SCIENTIST (Liveright, hd. 21.95), inspired 
by Maria Rilke’s Letters to a Young Poet. A 
nice graduation gift.  (Release: April 15)

BUTTERFLY PEOPLE: An 
American Encounter with the 
Beauty of  the World (Pantheon, hd. 
32.50) by William R. Leach is the 
story of  the naturalists who passionately 
pursued butterflies and how their 
discoveries and observations led to a 
deeper understanding of  the natural 

world. With 32 pages of  inserts. (Release: April 9) 

KINGS OF THE ROAD: How Frank 
Shorter, Bill Rodgers, and Alberto 
Salazar Made Running Go Boom 
by Cameron Stracher (HMH, hd. 
25.00) is the inspiring narrative about the 
golden era of  running in America--the 
1970s--as seen through running greats 
Frank Shorter, Bill Rodgers, and Alberto 

Salazar. (Release: April 9)

The Birmingham Barons started their 
1964 season as an integrated team in 
the most segregated city in the nation. 
SOUTHERN LEAGUE: A True Story 
of  Baseball, Civil Rights, and the 
Deep South’s Most Compelling 
Pennant Race (Grand Central, hd. 
28.00) by Larry Colton traces the team’s 

relationships and captures the essence of  Birmingham 
during this tumultuous year. (Release: May 14)

University of  Mississippi history professor 
Theresa Levitt details the golden age of  
a maritime icon in A SHORT BRIGHT 
FLASH: Augustin Fresnel and the 
Birth of  the Modern Lighthouse 
(W.W. Norton, hd. 25.95), chronicling 
the work of  Augustin Fresnel (1788-
1827), whose lens made lighthouses blaze 

brighter, farther, and more efficiently. (Release: June 3)     

From the unique perspective of  David 
Sedaris (When You Are Engulfed in Flames, 
Me Talk Pretty One Day), LET’S EXPLORE 
DIABETES WITH OWLS (Little Brown, 
hd. 27.00) is a book of  essays taking 
readers on a bizarre world tour. Whether 
railing against the habits of  litterers in 
the English countryside or marveling over 

a disembodied human arm in a taxidermist’s shop, any 
trip with Sedaris is a side-splitting adventure. (Release: 
April 23)  
Author Event: June 1 (see details on back page)

David Rakoff in LOVE, DISHONOR, 
MARRY, DIE, CHERISH, PERISH 
(Doubleday, hd. 26.95) takes his moving, 
funny, and sometimes pessimistic voice 
to the poetic form of  rhyme in this epic 
poem of  the adult world in America. 
Touching and dark, the rhymes of  each 
line read like a Dr. Seuss book for adults. 

AM  (Release: July 16)

We don’t have it? We will get it for 
you. Most titles available in 2 - 3 days.



music/art/photography

travel

Journalist Ben Sandmel goes backstage to 
get to the highs and lows of  Ernie K-Doe 
(1936-2001), the self-proclaimed Emperor of  
the Universe, whose one-hit-wonder “Mother-
in-Law” was the first chart-topper by a New 
Orleans artist to air on both black and white 
airwaves in 1961. Lovers of  New Orleans music 
remain his loyal subjects. ERNIE K-DOE: 

The R&B Emperor of  New Orleans (Historic New 
Orleans Collection, hd. 39.95) includes exclusive interviews 
with Ernie and more than a hundred musicians, friends, and 
family members.  Signed Copies

Acclaimed artist William Stout 
visualizes the likes of  Robert 
Johnson, Ma Rainey, Billie Holiday, 
Howlin’ Wolf, Bessie Smith, Muddy 
Waters with 100 stunning portraits 
that capture the signature style of  
each blues legend in LEGENDS OF 
THE BLUES (Abrams Comicarts, 

hd. 19.95). Includes biographical text, recommended 
playlists and a bonus music CD. (Release: May 7)

In MO’ META BLUES: The World 
According to Questlove (Grand Central, 
hd. 26.00), drummer, producer, arranger, 
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon bandleader, 
DJ, and composer Ahmir “Questlove” 
Thompson with Ben Greenman, reveals 
his experiences, from growing up in 1970’s 
West Philly to co-founding and rising up 

with The Roots. (Release: June 25)

Former journalist and Pulitzer Prize-winner 
Phillip Caputo (A Rumor of  War, Crossers) 
reflects of  what unites and divides a country 
as diverse as it is large in THE LONGEST 
ROAD: Overland in Search of  America, 
from Key West to the Arctic Ocean (Henry 
Holt, hd. 28.00) (Release: July 16)

A VISITOR’S GUIDE TO THE 
LITERARY SOUTH by Trish 
Foxwell (Countryman, pb. 19.95) 
takes travelers throughout the 
American South to experience the 
haunts, havens, and homesteads 
of  important writers who lived in, 
visited, or were inspired by the 

South’s fertile soil. (Release: June 3)A BOOK OF VOYAGES (W.W. Norton, hd. 
25.95) presents writings by various travelers, 
annotated and introduced by Patrick O’Brian. 
Most are taken from the 17th and 18th centuries 
and are glimpses of  a world that few readers 
would ever see for themselves--and are possibly 
the inspiration for the travels and adventures of  
O’Brian’s own fictional heroes. (Release: May 20)

CHUCKANUT WRITERS 
CONFERENCE 

For writers and would-be writers 
June 21-22, Bellingham WA  

For more information:  

PORCH DOGS by Nell Dickerson 
(John Blair, hd. 29.95) combines fine-
art portraits of  man’s best friend with 
beautiful architectural documentation 
of  the Southern porch. Dickerson 
recalls the porch of  her grandparents’ 
Mississippi Delta home with a dog 
keeping vigil at night, and noticed that 

now few new homes have porches. “…., we risk losing 
what makes us Southern: porch sitting. But there is 
hope. Our dogs maintain the tradition.”
Author Event: May 7

In the style of  What Would Jackie Do? 
and What Would Audrey Do, WHAT 
WOULD GRACE DO? How to Live 
Life in Style Like the Princess of  
Hollywood by Gina McKinnon 
(Gotham, hd.26.00) makes Grace 
Kelly’s personal style secrets available 
to everyone, from handling careers and 

cashmere to manners and men. (Release: April 11)

George Mitchell conducted field research 
and recorded blues musicians from the 
1960’s into the 1980’s in Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee. The photographs 
and interviews in MISSISSIPPI HILL 
COUNTRY BLUES 1967 (Univ. Press of  
Mississippi, hd 40.00) document his trip 
to Mississippi, where he searched for then 

unrecorded blues musicians including R. L. Burnside, Jessie 
Mae Hemphill, and Othar Turner. (Release: August 1)

www.chuckanutwritersconference.com



BOTTLE TREES ...AND THE 
WHIMSICAL ART OF GARDEN 
GLASS  (St. Lynn’s Press, hd. 15.95), 
from acclaimed garden writer and 
Mississippi horticulturist Felder 
Rushing, a book for lovers of  quirky 
art and bold gardens.

CREATING YOUR BACKYARD 
FARM: How to Grow Fruits and 
Vegetable and Raise Chickens and 
Beets by Nicki Trench (Cico, hd. 
24.95) Do as much or as little as you 
like -- from keeping hens and bees to 
growing window-box salads and herbs. 

cooking/gardening
Julia Reed, a master of  the art of  
eating, drinking, making merry, and 
talking trash, takes the reader on culinary 
adventures in BUT MAMA ALWAYS 
PUT VODKA IN HER SANGRIA!: 
Adventures in Eating, Drinking, 
and Making Merry (St. Martin’s Press, 
hd. 25.99), a collection of  essays that 

show you how to entertain guests with style and have a 
good time yourself  -- with the perfect pitcher of  sangria 
ready. (Release: April 30) Author Event: May 4

In COOKED: A Natural History 
of  Transformation (Penguin, hd. 
27.95), Michael Pollan (Omnivore’s 
Dilemma) discovers the enduring power 
of  the four classical elements--fire, 
water, air, and earth--to transform the 
stuff  of  nature into delicious things to 
eat and drink, from preparing meat 

over an open pit to the alchemy of  making beer and 
cheese. (Release: April 23)  Signed Copies

AT MY GRANDMOTHER’S 
TABLE: Heartwarming Stories 
and Cherished Recipes from the 
South by Faye Porter (Thomas Nelson, 
hd. 24.99) pays homage to memories 
that will take readers right back to 
grandmother’s table with dishes such 
as Memaw’s Strawberry Salad, Banana 

Butterscotch Bread, Scripture Cake and Shoofly Pie. 
Mmm-mmm-mmm.  (Release: April 16)

As the winningest man in barbecue, 
bestselling cookbook author, and 
a judge on the hit show “BBQ 
Pitmasters,” Myron Mixon knows 
about smoking meat. EVERYDAY 
BBQ: At Home with America’s 
Favorite Pitmaster (Ballantine, pb. 

23.00), co-authored with Alexander Kelly, is his mission 
to prove to home cooks everywhere that they can make 
great barbecue any day of  the week, no matter their 
skill level. (Release: May 7)

Raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., Edward 
Lee is the chef  and owner of  the 
restaurant 610 Magnolia in Louisville, 
Ky.  His debut cookbook, SMOKE 
AND PICKLES: Recipes and Stories 
from a New Southern Kitchen 
(Artisan, hd. 29.95), is an inventive take 

on Southern food inspired by the chef ’s Korean roots. 
Over 100 comfort-food recipes with an Asian twist are 
combined with entertaining stories of  Lee’s life and 
culinary journey. (Release: May 1) 

Barbara Damrosch, “the queen of  
organic growers” (The New York Times) 
and author of  The Garden Primer and 
Eliot Coleman, author of  the bible 
for organic gardening, The New Organic 
Grower, are authors of  THE FOUR 
SEASON FARM GARDENER’S 

COOKBOOK, which is a four-season cookbook with 
120 recipes as well as step-by-step garden guide with 
easy-to-follow instructions and plans for different 
gardens. (Workman, pb. 19.95)

Popular Chicken Purse  
Cream or Brown 32.00 
 
Baby chick purse with zipper 
Cream 14.00

GREAT PLACE FOR YOUR 
NEST EGGS!

COIN PURSES 
Made from reyclcled materials - 4.99



U.S. POSTAGE

PERMIT #285
OXFORD, MS

38655
STANDARD MAIL

PAID

160 Courthouse Square
Oxford, MS 38655

The race of children possessess 
magically sagacious powers.“ ”- Gail Godwin
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Square Books giftcards are 
available in any amount and 
can be used online or at all 

three Square Books locations. 

Due to limited capacity of the building, the first 
book purchasers may get a free ticket for each book 
purchased (limited to no more than 2 tickets) and 
be present for who-knows-what-sort-of-remarks by 
Mr. Sedaris. After 180 tickets are gone, unlimited 
additional tickets will be available for anyone who 
wants to purchase books that will be signed, beginning 
at 3:30 p.m., by Mr. Sedaris, who also genuinely seems 
to enjoy chatting with folks who come to see him. 
 For further information call or email Square Books.

DAVID SEDARIS
Saturday, June 1st at 2 p.m.

(Little Brown, hd. 28.95)
Release: April 23


