Dear
READER,

NEWSLETTER FOR SQUARE BOOKS CONSTANT READERS
A generous selection of the proven, prevailing, and promising literary offerings available at your favorite local bookstore, provided by its dedicated staff.

Winter/Spring 2020
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April 1–3, 2020
One of the University of Mississippi's and Oxford's most
popular events will take place April 1–3, when poets,
novelists, journalists, scholars, and, most importantly,
readers, will flock to Oxford to celebrate the Twenty-Sixth
Oxford Conference for the Book.
The event is always free and open to the public with events taking place on campus, the
Lafayette County Courthouse, Square Books and other venues around town.
Visit www.oxfordconferenceforthebook.com for complete schedule and more information.

FEBRUARY 12

HFEBRUARY 13H

FEBRUARY 19

FEBRUARY 19

Ashley Elston

Harry Thomason

Pam Houston

Off Square Books, 5 p.m.

Off Square Books, 6 p.m.

Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

Cynthia Newberry
Martin

10 Blind Dates

Brother Dog

Deep Creek

Tidal Flats

Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

HFEBRUARY 20H

Maria Kuznetsova
Oksana, Behave!
The Lyric, 6 p.m.

FEBRUARY 26

HFEBRUARY 27H

MARCH 3

Lee Durkee

Alexander Weinstein

Off Square Books, 5 p.m.

Off Square Books, 6:00 p.m.

Michael Farris
Smith

Last Taxi Driver

Universal Love

Blackwood

Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

MARCH 3

William Boyle
City of Margins
Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

MARCH 4

Frans de Waal

Mama’s Last Hug
Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

www.thackermountain.com

HMARCH 5H

HMARCH 19H

Sean Dietrich

Donna Rifkind

Will the Circle Be
Unbroken

Sun and her Stars
Ford Center, 6 p.m.

Off Square Books, 6 p.m.

Thacker Mountain Radio is broadcast live from Off Square Books on FM 92.1
Thursdays at 6 p.m. and statewide Saturdays at 7p.m. on Mississippi Public Radio.
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CHILDREN’S BOOK FESTIVAL

MARCH 23

LeeAnna Keith

When It Was Grand

MARCH 27

MARCH 27

Oge Mora

Cassie Beasley

Square Books Jr., 4 p.m.

Square Books Jr., 4 p.m.

Thank You, Oma!

Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

Circus Mirandus

OXFORD CONFERENCE FOR THE BOOK

APRIL 1

Lily King

Writers & Lovers
Off Square Books, 5 p.m.

APRIL 4

HAPRIL 2H

HAPRIL 2H

Maria Reva

LeesaCross-Smith

The Lyric Books, 6 p.m.

The Lyric Books, 6 p.m.

Good Citizens Need Not Fear

APRIL 7

Erin Austen Abbot Katy SimpsonSmith

HAPRIL 9H

Don Winslow

Family Field Trip

The Everlasting
Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m

Off Square Books, 6 p.m.

APRIL 20

APRIL 23

HAPRIL 24H

Ariel Lawhon

Kristen Arnett

Diane Williams

Off Square Books, 1 p.m.

Broken

Code Name Hélène Mostly Dead Things The Life & Legacy
Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.
Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.
of BB King

So We Can Glow

APRIL 14

HAPRIL 16H

Bob Kolker

Paulette Jiles

Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

The Lyric, 6 p.m.

Hidden Valley Road Simon the Fiddler
APRIL 30

MAY 6

Alia Volz

Sherri Duskey
Rinker

Home Baked

Off Square Books, 5:30 p.m.

Double Decker Arts Festival, 6:30 p.m.

How to Put an
Octopus to Bed
Square Books Jr., 10 a.m.

Event calendar subject to change. Visit www.squarebooks.com/event for the most up-to-date list.
Square Books, Jr.

Square Books

Off Square Books

Rare Square Books

Mon–Sat 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Mon–Sat 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Mon–Sat 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Tues–Sat
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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THE RESISTERS
by Gish Jen (Hardcover)

Knopf, $26.95; pub. 2/4/20

Signed
Copies
Available

Gish Jen’s The Resisters is an absolute pleasure to read.
Set in a future that is as disturbing as it is plausible—
AI has surpassed humankind and the internet
controls society—America is now AutoAmerica,
a country where the citizens are divided into the
Netted (those who work or produce) and the Surplus (those whose jobs
were deemed unnecessary and now must consume). Gwen is a Surplus
girl with a prodigious ability for pitching baseball. When her parents form
an underground league of teams, Gwen’s talent doesn’t go unnoticed by
“Aunt Nettie,” as they call the Autonet, since it has been announced that
the Olympics will be revived featuring a baseball game against archrival
ChinRussia. Fueled by an ingenious imagination, this is an artfully told
tale populated by unforgettable characters that demonstrates the resilience
of the human spirit, the irrepressible bonds of family and community as
well as the joy of baseball (which, by the way, Jen totally knows). I can’t
wait to put this book into the hands of readers. — CM

THE EVERLASTING
by Katy Simpson Smith (Hardcover)
Harper, $28.99; pub. 3/24/20

Author
Event
April 7

Katy Simpson Smith is one of the more ambitious
modern authors, and she tackles her greatest
challenge with an account of the struggles of
four people over the course of 2,000 years in the
Eternal City of Rome. As her characters confront
questions of love, faith, and obligation, their stories are accompanied by
asides of subtle, sly observations and commentary from a fellow named
Satan. It is an incredibly daunting task, examining the universality of
people over the centuries, but the extraordinary talent of Smith is more
than up to the task. This may be the most audacious novel of the year,
only made possible the the author’s many dextrous talents. — BC

THE REGRETS
by Amy Bonnaffons (Hardcover)

Little, Brown & Company; $27.00; pub. 2/4/20

Set in the hallucinatory borderland between
life and death, The Regrets is a gloriously strange
and breathtakingly sexy exploration of love, the
cataclysmic power of fantasies, and the painful,
exhilarating work of waking up to reality, told with uncommon grace and
humor by a visionary artist at the height of her imaginative power.

ENTER THE AARDVARK
by Jessica Anthony (Hardcover)

Little, Brown & Company; $26.00; pub. 3/24/20

Just the novel we need in these times. A scathing
indictment of our politicians, but also high on the
laugh-out-loud scale. — LR

PRIDE OF EDEN
by Taylor Brown (Hardcover)

St. Martin’s Press, $26.99; pub. 3/17/20

A brilliant fever dream of a novel, set on the
eroding edge of civilization, rooted in dramatic
events linked not only with each character’s past,
but to the prehistory of America, where great
creatures roamed the continent and continue to
inhabit our collective imagination.
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AMERICAN DIRT
by Jeanine Cummins (Hardcover)

Flatiron Books, $27.99; pub. 1/21/20

Signed
Copies
Available

After an encounter with a drug cartel jefe,
bookstore owner Lydia is forced to flee her home
in the Mexican city of Acapulco. Lydia and her
eight-year-old son soon find themselves miles and
worlds away from their comfortable middle-class
existence. Instantly transformed into migrants,
Lydia and Luca make their way north toward America, which is the
only place the cartel’s reach doesn’t extend. As they join the thousands
of people trying to reach American dirt, Lydia soon sees that everyone
is running from something. But what exactly are they running to?

THE GLASS HOTEL
by Emily St. John Mandel (Hardcover)
Knopf, $26.95; pub. 3/24/20

Signed
Copies
Available

Emily St. John Mandel may be
my favorite writer working today
and her new novel might be my favorite of her
books so far, which is saying a lot. While I loved
her previous novel, Station Eleven, I think that
The Glass Hotel is more of a piece with her oeuvre and may be the
culmination of what she has been working towards her whole career.
Here is the story of a woman named Vincent, an orphan and a loner,
working as a bartender in an isolated luxury hotel where she meets
Alkaitis, a powerful businessman, and agrees to act as his wife. Then
there is Vincent’s stepbrother, who is an addict and a performance
artist who steals her work. When Alkaitis is found to be the father of
a massive Ponzi scheme, worlds begin to collide, and the result is a
powerful tale that reflects the troubled times we live in. — CM

WRITERS & LOVERS
by Lily King (Hardcover)

Grove Press, $27.00; pub. 3/3/20

Author
Event
April 1

I loved Lily King’s
first novel, Euphoria, and was
excited to find she will have
another out this spring. Its title, Writers & Lovers,
was of concern, with its alert for navel-gazing: a
story by a writer about writers (who cares?) and
lovers (surely the author has had those; can they be more interesting
than anyone else’s?). But King’s wit and acute critical eye quickly put
my fears to rest. Much of the charm in this tale of striving writers (and
lovers) is how it rotates chapters with protagonist Casey Peabody’s
demanding but grounding life as a waitress in an interesting Harvard
Square restaurant. This is an engaging, fun, smart ride, one I look
forward to recommending to those—writer or lover or not—entering
Square Books looking for something good to read. — RH

BREASTS AND EGGS
by Mieko Kawakami (Hardcover)

Europa Editions, $27.00; pub. 4/7/20

The story of three women by a writer hailed
by Haruki Murakami as Japan’s most important
contemporary novelist, Breasts and Eggs paints a
portrait of modern womanhood in Japan and
recounts the intimate journeys of three women
as they confront oppressive mores and their
own uncertainties on the road to finding peace and futures they can
truly call their own.

APEIROGON

by Colum McCann (Hardcover)

Random House, $28.00; pub. 2/25/20

This book is like nothing else I’ve ever read. It’s
extraordinary. At the heart of Apeirogon—named
for a shape with a countably infinite number of
sides—is the story of two men, a Palestinian and
an Israeli, united in grief for their daughters
who were both killed as a result of the ongoing
conflict. However, it’s so much more than that. McCann eschews
the traditional linear narrative in favor of a tale told through 1,001
numbered sections, blending fact and fiction, and touching on topics
as seemingly random as the migratory flights of birds, Francois
Mitterand’s last meal, and the structure of the human eye. Don’t
let that put you off: the more you read, the more it becomes clear
that everything is linked. The result is ambitious and profound, a
devastatingly real picture of the true cost of conflict. — JBL

THE LOST BOOK OF ADANA
MOREAU by Michael Zapata

(Hardcover); Hanover Square Press, $26.99; pub. 2/4/20
Signed
The mesmerizing story of a
Copies
Latin American science fiction
Available
writer and the lives united by her
lost manuscript decades later in post-Katrina
New Orleans. Blending high-stakes mystery with
echoes of science fiction and the lyrical signatures of Bolaño and
Marquez, Michael Zapata’s debut shines a breathtaking new light on
the experiences of displacement and exile that define our nation.

UNIVERSAL LOVE

by Alexander Weinstein (Hardcover)
Henry Holt and Co., $26.00; pub. 1/21/20

GREENWOOD

Signed
Copies
Available

Author
Event
Feb. 27

A hypnotic collection of speculative
fiction about compassion, love, and
human resilience in a near-future world
where our everyday technologies have
fundamentally altered the possibilities
and limits of how we love one another.

THE BOOK OF LOST FRIENDS
by Lisa Wingate (Hardcover)

by Michael Christie (Hardcover)
Hogarth, $28.00; pub. 2/25/20

Greenwood has all the spirit of The Grapes of Wrath
and tenderness of The Hidden Life of Trees. It’s a
graceful intersection in literature that should be
placed on the top of your “to-be-read” list. — AM

AUGUST

by Callan Wink (Hardcover); Random House, $27.00; pub. 3/31/20
Meet August, whose coming-of-age story is also
a beautiful reflection on the love and stress that
permeate all familial situations. Beginning in
the farmland of upper Michigan and moving to
the vast expanse of Montana, August’s growth,
triumphs, and tribulations personify the difficulty of every person’s path
through adolescence into early adulthood. Written with a perceptive eye
for the natural landscape which determines so much of the lives of its
characters, August is a discerning, beautiful exposition of the pain and
possibilities in the passage of each young person. — BC

WEATHER

by Jenny Offill (Hardcover); Knopf, $23.95; pub. 2/11/20
Jenny Offill may be able to say more in less space
that any other prose practitioner currently working.
In a slim volume she presents a powerful, provocative
portrait of a world that is certainly out of balance on
every level. As Lizzie, a librarian who also answers mail
for her mentor who has a famous podcast, encounters a culture that moves
more and more toward extremes, she finds her personal life skewing in the
same disastrous direction. This is an intense work that provides a brilliant
but frightening commentary on the status of our current society. — BC

A LONG PETAL OF THE SEA
by Isabel Allende (Hardcover)

Ballantine Books, $28.00; pub. 1/21/20

Signed
Copies
Available

This epic novel spanning decades and
crossing continents follows two young people as they flee
the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War in search of a new
place to call home. In order to survive, the two must unite
in a marriage neither of them wants. As unlikely partners, they embrace
exile and emigrate to Chile as the rest of Europe erupts in World War.

HOUSE OF EARTH AND
BLOOD by Sarah J. Maas (Hardcover)

Ballantine Books, $28.00; pub. 4/7/20

From the bestselling author of Before We Were Yours
comes a new novel inspired by historical events: a
dramatic story of three young women on a journey
in search of family amidst the destruction of the
post–Civil War South, and of a modern-day teacher
who rediscovers their story and its vital connection to her own students’
lives.
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Bloomsbury Publishing, $28.00; pub. 3/3/20

Half-Fae, half-human Bryce Quinlan loves her life. By
day, she works for an antiquities dealer, selling barely
legal magical artifacts, and by night, she parties with her
friends, savoring every pleasure the Crescent City has to
offer. But it all comes crumbling down when a ruthless murder shakes the
very foundations of the city—and Bryce’s world.

THE GIRL WITH THE LOUDING VOICE

by Abi Daré (Hardcover); Dutton, $26.00; pub. 2/4/20
This is a compelling novel like Shobha Rao’s Girls Burn Brighter—both written to enlighten us about the horrific plight of girls
and women in certain parts of the world, and how some struggle ferociously and sometimes tragically to better their lives. Set
in Nigeria, Daré’s saga is narrated in colorful patois by Adunni, a 14-year-old girl living in poverty who is sold by her father
to be the third wife to an old man. She escapes, but not to freedom; she is subjected to rape, physical abuse, starvation, and
slavery as a housemaid to a rich woman. Readers may be tempted to turn away, but the real story is how Adunni endures, how
she musters hope, and how she remains a kind and generous soul. — LH
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REAL LIFE

CLEANNESS

Riverhead Books, $26.00; pub. 2/18/20

Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
$26.00; pub. 1/14/20

by Brandon Taylor (Hardcover)

by Garth Greenwell (Hardcover)

When Kiese Laymon says a book “blew my
head and heart off,” I pay attention. Wallace,
a somewhat withdrawn, gay African American
student from Alabama, studies at a Midwestern
university, working in the biochemistry lab—a
very exacting and competitive job that increases
his anxiety and depression, even among the friends he makes.
He unintentionally begins an affair with one of these friends, a
charismatic and supposedly straight young man. The relationship, at
first exhilarating, turns darker, even threatening, and Wallace retreats
further into isolation. What he experiences helps Wallace come to
terms with his life and expectations. A big bonus in this book are the
very interesting details of Wallace’s lab work. — LH

DEACON KING KONG
by James McBride (Hardcover)

Riverhead Books, $28.00; pub. 3/3/20

From James McBride, author of the National
Book Award–winning The Good Lord Bird, comes
a wise and witty novel about what happens to
the witnesses of a shooting.

Harper, $28.99; pub. 3/3/20

Sofia, Bulgaria, stirs with hope and impending
upheaval as Soviet buildings crumble, wind
scatters sand from the far south, and political
protesters flood the streets with song. In this
atmosphere of disquiet, an American teacher
navigates a life transformed by the discovery and loss of love.

THE ILLNESS LESSON
by Clare Beams (Hardcover)

Doubleday, $26.95; pub. 2/11/20

A searing novel which probes the world’s
approach to women’s bodies and women’s minds,
and the time-honored tradition of doubting both.
Precisely observed, hauntingly atmospheric, as
fiercely defiant as it is triumphant, The Illness
Lesson is a spellbinding piece of storytelling.

GOOD CITIZENS NEED
NOT FEAR
Author

THE NIGHT WATCHMAN
by Louise Erdrich (Hardcover)

Signed
Copies
Available

Signed
Copies
Available

Based on the extraordinary life
of National Book Award–winning
author Louise Erdrich’s grandfather, who worked
as a night watchman and carried the fight against
Native dispossession from rural North Dakota all
the way to Washington, DC, this powerful novel explores themes of
love and death with lightness and gravity and unfolds with the elegant
prose, sly humor, and depth of feeling of a master craftsman.

ARTFORUM

by César Aira (Paperback)
New Directions, $13.95; pub. 3/31/20

I’m always happy to see another translation
of Aira, the prolific Argentinian master. This
typically slim book appears to be a chronological
accounting in short pieces of his collecting Artforum
magazines, but as usual, there’s more going on. In
his chatty, heady style, this is really about obsession and the minutiae
of everyday life, sparely and charmingly told. Eyebrow-raising, maybe
eliciting a WTF, but always humorous and very human, it’s another
lovely little book from this acclaimed Booker nominee. — LH

by Maria Reva (Hardcover)

Doubleday, $25.95; pub. 3/10/20

Event
April 2

1933 Ivansk Street doesn’t
exist—except for the fact that
it does, and it houses a cast
of characters as diverse as a disgraced poet, a
recluse with an illicit record business, a canning
employee tasked with making a triangular vegetable, and, at one point,
even a mummified saint. Written with a wry, tongue-in-cheek criticism
of Soviet government and politics, Reva’s collection of stories is both
wholly bizarre and devastatingly authentic. It begins in isolation with
only the building connecting these characters living in Ukraine in the
build-up to and fall of the Soviet Union, but as it progresses, the stories
connect like tributaries to the Dnieper River, creating a tour de force
of storytelling that will carry you away. — MM

SIMON THE FIDDLER
by Paulette Jiles (Hardcover)

William Morrow, $27.99; pub. 4/14/20

Incandescent in its beauty, told
Author
in Paulette Jiles’s trademark
Event
spare yet lilting style, this atmoApril 16
spheric story, set at the end of the
Civil War, follows an itinerant fiddle player, a
ragtag band of musicians with whom he travels trying to make a living,
and the charming young Irish lass who steals his heart.

BARKER HOUSE

by David Moloney (Hardcover); Bloomsbury Publishing, $26.00; pub. 4/7/20
An accomplished debut novel with real heart and grit, Moloney digs deep using his experience as a correctional officer to paint
a convincing portrait of the lives of those who work within the prison system. He explores the inner emotional toil that comes
with the job as well as the inner workings of the system itself while employing a kaleidoscopic narrative to propel the story.
The result is a great book filled with characters that will captivate the reader and linger in your head long after you’ve turned
the last page. — CM
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THESE GHOSTS ARE FAMILY

HEART OF JUNK

Simon & Schuster, $26.00; pub. 3/3/20

Knopf, $26.00; pub.1/21/20

by Maisy Card (Hardcover)

I loved this novel about a patriarch who, nearing
the end of his life, decides he must reveal to his
family that as a young man he faked his own death
and is not who he appears to be. Going back and
forth in time as well as between Jamaica and New
York, this is an artfully told tale which reminds us of the power of love
and the strength of our humanity. — CM

HIGHFIRE

by Eoin Colfer (Hardcover)
Harper Perennial, $19.99; pub. 1/28/20

Signed
Copies
Available

From the New York Times bestselling author of
the Artemis Fowl series comes a hilarious and
high-octane adult novel about a vodka-drinking,
Flashdance-loving dragon who lives an isolated
life in the bayous of Louisiana—and the raucous
adventures that ensue when he crosses paths with a fifteen-year-old
troublemaker on the run from a crooked sheriff.

CODE NAME HÉLÈNE
by Ariel Lawhon (Hardcover)

Author
Event
April 20

Doubleday, $27.95; pub. 3/31/20

The real life of socialite spy
Nancy Wake makes a fantastic
novel, proving once again that truth is often
stranger than fiction. The Australian-raised
English agent who fought with the French
Resistance during World War II rightfully became a legend, and her
story is vividly brought to life by Ariel Lawhon, a superb practitioner
of the art of historical fiction. The months of hardship and fear that
Wake endured before the Allies liberated France and her acts of
bravery and heroism create a thrilling narrative, but the novel is far
more than an action story as it delves deeply into love, marriage, duty,
honor, obligation, and sacrifice. — BC

BLACKWOOD

by Michael Farris Smith (Hardcover)
Little, Brown & Company; $27.00; pub. 3/3/20

by Luke Geddes (Hardcover)

A failing antique mall in Wichita is the setting for
that rarity in today’s literary world, a novel that
is flat-out funny from start to finish. Luke Geddes
expertly portrays the idiosyncratic people who
are the dealers of antiques and whose obsessions
create a world often separated from reality. Their world clashes with
real life when a child pageant star disappears. The resulting search and
disparate lives of the dealers intersect but the author always maintains
his humorous outlook. Have some fun in the strange and crazy world
of collecting. — BC

THE MIRROR & THE LIGHT
by Hilary Mantel (Hardcover)

With The Mirror & the Light, Hilary Mantel brings
to a close the trilogy she began with Wolf Hall
and Bring Up the Bodies. She traces the final years
of Thomas Cromwell, the boy from nowhere
who climbs to the heights of power, offering
a defining portrait of predator and prey, of a
ferocious contest between present and past, between royal will and
a common man’s vision: of a modern nation making itself through
conflict, passion, and courage.

SO WE CAN GLOW
by Leesa Cross-Smith (Hardcover)

Grand Central Publishing, $27.00; pub. 3/10/20

Pegasus Books, $25.95; pub. 3/3/20

Author
Event
April 2

These sensuous stories—some
long, some gone in a flash, some
told over text and emails—drench readers in
nostalgia for summer nights and sultry days.
They recall the intense friendships of teenage
girls and the innate bonds between mothers, the first heady rush of
desire, and the pure exhilaration of womanhood.

THE LAST TAXI
DRIVER
by Lee Durkee (Hardcover)

A disparate group of people share only one thing: lives that
are slowly being strangled of hope just as surely as the kudzu
that surrounds them inexorably covers the land. This is a world
where the past is always present and the consequences for all
concerned will be dire. Call it Southern Noir or Southern
Gothic or the legacy of Larry Brown, but the reality is Michael
Farris Smith is writing with one of the most powerful and distinctive voices in current
fiction. And he’s another Oxford homeboy! — BC

by William Boyle (Hardcover)
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Henry Holt and Co., $30.00; pub. 3/10/20

Author
Event
Mar. 3

CITY OF MARGINS

Signed
Copies
Available

Author
Event
Mar. 3

A vivid new cast of characters collide in gritty 1990s
Brooklyn, in this latest from acclaimed neo-noir author
and Oxford writer William Boyle.

Tin House Books, $25.95; pub. 3/3/20

Oxford
writer
Lee
Durkee’s debut novel
Rides of the Midway was
published in 2001. This
funny
and
affecting
bildungsroman set in
Author
Mississippi
perfectly
Event
captured the seventies.
Feb. 26
Almost twenty years later,
Durkee delivers his sophomore novel, The Last
Taxi Driver, about a pre-Uber driver, Lou, in a
small town. In a fever dream of events, Lou
shares his philosophy, knowledge, and rules
for driving. Hilarious, angry, and sweet, once
again Durkee perceptively captures the mood
of our time. — LR
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CAMINO WINDS
by John Grisham (Hardcover);

Doubleday, $28.95; pub. 4/28/20

BROKEN

Signed
Copies
Available

by Don Winslow (Hardcover)
William Morrow, $29.99
pub. 4/7/20

John Grisham returns to Camino Island in this
irresistible page-turner that’s as refreshing as an island
breeze. In Camino Winds, mystery and intrigue once
again catch up with novelist Mercer Mann, proving
that the suspense never rests—even in paradise.

Author
Event
April 9

In five intense novellas connected
by the themes of crime, corruption,
vengeance, justice, loss, betrayal,
guilt, and redemption, Broken is
#1 international bestseller Don Winslow at his
nerve-shattering, heart-stopping, heartbreaking best.

LONG BRIGHT RIVER

by Liz Moore (Hardcover); Riverhead Books, $26.00; pub. 1/7/20
An addictive literary crime novel set in Philadelphia
that tells the story of two sisters who were orphaned
at a young age and grew up poor. One sister
becomes an addict on the street while the other
becomes a police officer always wondering when
the next victim she finds may be her sibling. With
a serial killer on the loose and her sister missing, she worries her fears
may finally be realized. Fans of Paula Hawkins and Gillian Flynn take
note. — CM

PLAYING THE DEVIL
by R.J. Lee (Paperback)

Kensington, $15.95; pub. 1/28/20

Signed
Copies
Available

Reporter and bridge player Wendy Winchester
once again plays ace detective when a country
club member is murdered in a hot tub.

THE TRUANTS

by Kate Weinberg (Hardcover)

VALENTINE

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $26.00; pub. 1/28/20

by Elizabeth Wetmore (Hardcover)

What a knockout debut novel! Weinberg keeps you
on the edge of your set with her dark, brooding
examination of youth, love, and betrayal set on
a college campus in England. Reminiscent of
Donna Tartt’s The Secret History but wholly original
and unforgettable, you’ll be hearing about this book for the larger part
of the year and beyond. — CM
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Signed
Copies
Available

Harper, $26.99; pub. 3/31/20

Signed
Copies
Available

Written with the haunting emotional power of
Elizabeth Strout and Barbara Kingsolver, this
astonishing debut novel explores the lingering effects of a brutal crime on the women of a small
Texas oil town in the 1970s.

RACE AGAINST TIME

by Jerry Mitchell (Hardcover); Simon & Schuster, $28.00; pub. 2/4/20
Many are familiar with the fact that Mississippi native and Clarion-Ledger journalist Jerry Mitchell’s investigative
reporting on Civil Rights cold cases led to the reopening of cases. Yet in Race Against Time we may fully witness the
depth of these stories—Medgar Evers’ assassination; the 16th Street church bombing and murder of four innocent girls; the Vernon
Dahmer firebombing; or the “Mississippi Burning” case—and view how the scope of Mitchell’s reporting led to the reopening of the
cases and convictions of their evil perpetrators. For these cases, justice was late coming to the party. But it would not have arrived at all
without the work of Jerry Mitchell. You think you know these stories, but just wait until you’ve read Mitchell’s fabulous and important
book, Race Against Time. — RH

THE THIRD RAINBOW GIRL

MURDER IN MCCOMB

Hachette Books, $27.00; pub. 1/21/20

LSU Press, $34.95; pub. 2/19/20

A stunningly written investigation of the murder of
two young women, Eisenberg follows the threads
of this crime through the complex history of
Appalachia, forming a searing and wide-ranging
portrait of America, its divisions of gender and
class, and of its violence.

Set in Mississippi against the uneasy backdrop of
the Civil Rights movement, Brown’s study deftly
reconstructs various accounts of the unsolved murder
of 12-year-old Tina Marie Andrews, explains why
the juries reached the verdicts they did, and explores
the broader forces that shaped the community in which Andrews lived
and died.

by Emma Copley Eisenberg (Hardcover)
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YELLOW BIRD

by Trent Brown (Hardcover)

by Sierra Crane Murdoch (Hardcover); Random House, $28.00; pub. 2/25/20
Yellow Bird is one of the most extraordinary non-fiction books I’ve ever read—a detective story, a personal narrative, a
history lesson, and an environmental cautionary tale. Since 2011, Murdoch has deeply investigated the mysteries of murder
and corruption occurring during the oil boom on an Indian reservation in North Dakota and the resulting disruption and
devastation of that community. The book focuses on the journey of Lissa, a woman of the Arikara tribe with a dark past
who seeks redemption by exposing the sinister characters and events in the oil business. Murdoch has written this stunning
and important book objectively and very beautifully. Unforgettable. — LH

ARGUING WITH ZOMBIES
by Paul Krugman (Hardcover)
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by Thomas Piketty (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $29.95; pub. 1/28/20

Belknap Press, $39.95; pub. 3/10/20

An accessible, compelling introduction to today’s
major policy issues from the New York Times
columnist, bestselling author, and Nobel prize–
winning economist Paul Krugman.

Thomas Piketty’s bestselling Capital in the TwentyFirst Century galvanized global debate about
inequality. In this audacious follow-up, Piketty
challenges us to revolutionize how we think
about politics, ideology, and history.

ON ALL FRONTS

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF ALICE B. TOKLAS
ILLUSTRATED

by Clarissa Ward (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $28.00; pub. 4/14/20

This is a perfect book for these times—further
proof that a woman can do “a man’s job”
no matter how daunting, debilitating, or
downright terrifying. Ward, award-winning
chief international correspondent for CNN,
takes us on assignment to some of the world’s
hottest conflict zones, most notably Iraq, where she was embedded
with U.S. marines, and Syria, where she covered Syrian rebels and
investigated Western converts to ISIS. She writes of her close-calls, fear,
and feelings of hopelessness, but she doesn’t shirk—she’s a bad-ass with
a compassionate heart and a big brain (she speaks seven languages), who
is there to do her job. — LH

RECOLLECTIONS
OF MY
NONEXISTENCE

Signed
Copies
Available

by Rebecca Solnit (Hardcover)
Viking, $26.00; pub. 3/10/20

&

CAPITAL AND IDEOLOGY

Rebecca Solnit explores the forces that liberated
her as a person and as a writer—books themselves,
the gay men around her who offered other visions
of what gender, family, and joy could be, and her eventual arrival in
the spacious landscapes and overlooked conflicts of the American West.

THE LADY’S HANDBOOK
FOR HER MYSTERIOUS
ILLNESS by Sarah Ramey (Hardcover)
Doubleday, $27.95; pub. 3/17/20

The darkly funny memoir of Sarah Ramey’s
years-long battle with a mysterious illness that
doctors thought was all in her head—but wasn’t—
is a revelation and an inspiration for millions of
people whose legitimate health complaints are ignored.

THE GENIUS OF WOMEN
by Janice Kaplan (Hardcover)
Dutton, $27.00; pub. 2/18/20

What is genius? How is it defined, why is it
important—and why do ninety percent of
Americans still think that geniuses are more likely to
be men? Janice Kaplan, New York Times bestselling
author of The Gratitude Diaries, sets out to explore
why, and to figure out how to make change happen, using her unique
mix of memoir, narrative, and a sprinkling of self-help.

by Gertrude Stein, illus. Maira Kalman (Hardcover)
Penguin Press, $30.00; pub. 3/3/20

The wildly talented Maira Kalman brings the
glittering Parisian world of Stein and Toklas to
life. Her whimsical and inimitable illustrations
complement the wit and humor of Stein’s narrative, and elevate the
exciting intrigues of these famous women and their friends.
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UNTAMED

by Glennon Doyle (Hardcover)
The Dial Press, $28.00; pub. 3/10/20

Soulful and uproarious, forceful and tender,
Untamed offers a piercing, electrifying
examination of the restrictive expectations
women are issued from birth; shows how
hustling to meet those expectations leaves
women feeling dissatisfied and lost; and reveals
that when we quit abandoning ourselves and instead abandon the
world’s expectations of us, we become women who can finally look at
our lives and recognize ourselves.

MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF CARSON
Signed
Copies
MCCULLERS
Available
by Jenn Shapland (Hardcover)

Tin House Books, $22.95; pub 4/2/20

In genre-defying vignettes, Jenn Shapland
interweaves her own story with Carson
McCullers’s to create a vital new portrait of one
of America’s most beloved writers, and shows us how the writers we
love and the stories we tell about ourselves make us who we are.

THE SUN AND HER STARS
by Donna Rifkind
(Hardcover); Other Press,
$30.00; pub. 1/28/20

Author
Event
March 19

The little-known story of screenwriter Salka
Viertel, whose salons in 1930s and ’40s Hollywood
created a refuge for a multitude of famous figures
who had escaped the horrors of World War ll.
Fascinating reading.
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BROTHER
DOG

Signed
Copies
Available

by Harry Thomason
(Hardcover) ParkhurstBrothers Publishers Inc
$22.95; pub. 10/15/19

A humor-laced episodic memoir, Brother Dog is the
story of a working-class childhood in the rural
South during the 1950s and ’60s.

WILL THE
CIRCLE BE
UNBROKEN?

Author
Event
March 5

by Sean Dietrich (Hardcover); Zondervan, $24.99; pub. 3/10/20
From celebrated storyteller “Sean of the South”
comes the story of what happens after the
unthinkable, and the journey we all must make
in finding the courage to stop the cycles of the past from laying claim
to our future.

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
FAULKNER

HIDDEN VALLEY
ROAD
by Robert Kolker (Hardcover)

Author
Event
April 14

Doubleday, $29.95; pub. 4/7/20

The heartrending story of a midcentury
American family with twelve children, six of
them diagnosed with schizophrenia, that became
science’s great hope in the quest to understand
the disease.

WHY WRITING MATTERS
by Nicholas Delbanco (Hardcover)

Yale University Press, $26.00 pub. 3/17/20

Drawing on his own experience with mentors
such as John Updike, John Gardner, and
James Baldwin, Delbanco looks at questions of
influence and the contradictory, simultaneous
impulses toward imitation and originality. Part
memoir, part literary history, and part analysis, this unique text will
resonate with students, writers, writing teachers, and bibliophiles.

by Carl Rollyson (Hardcover)

University of Virginia Press, $34.95; pub. 3/24/20

Integrating Faulkner’s screenplays, fiction, and
life, Rollyson argues that the novelist deserves
to be reread not just as a literary figure but as
a still-relevant force, especially in relation to
issues of race, sexuality, and equality.

HILL WOMEN

by Cassie Chambers (Hardcover)
Ballantine Books, $27.00; pub. 1/7/20

After rising from poverty to earn a Harvard
degree, an Appalachian lawyer pays tribute to
the strong “hill women” who raised and inspired
her, and whose values have the potential to
rejuvenate a struggling region—an uplifting
and eye-opening memoir for readers of Hillbilly
Elegy and Educated.

THE EYE YOU SEE WITH
by Robert Stone (Hardcover)

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $27.00; pub. 3/3/20

This definitive collection of nonfiction includes
the best of Robert Stone’s war reporting, his
writing on social change, and his reflections on
the art of fiction.

YOU CAN ONLY YELL AT ME
FOR ONE THING AT A TIME
by Patricia Marx, illus. Roz Chast (Hardcover)
Celadon Books, $20.00; pub. 1/14/20

A collection of love and relationship advice from
New Yorker writer Patricia Marx, with illustrations
from New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast, sharing
their fresh, new romance tips that will make you
laugh, make you feel seen, and remind you why your relationship is
better than everyone else’s.

I WANT YOU TO KNOW
WE’RE STILL HERE
by Esther Safran Foer (Hardcover)

Tim Duggan Books, $27.00 pub. 3/31/20

A woman unearths family secrets and gives voice
to things unspoken in this poignant memoir that
traces her parents’ escape from the Holocaust.
I Want You to Know We’re Still Here is the
riveting and deeply moving story of four generations living in the
shadow of the Holocaust.

CHILD OF LIGHT

THIS BRILLIANT DARKNESS

Doubleday, $35.00; pub. 3/17/20

W. W. Norton & Company, $25.00; pub. 2/11/20

by Madison Smartt Bell (Hardcover)
The first and definitive biography of Robert
Stone, one of the great American novelists of the
postwar era, the author of Dog Soldiers and A Flag
for Sunrise, and a penetrating critic of American
power, innocence, and corruption. Bell is the
award-winning author of 22 works of fiction and non-fiction, and a
longtime friend of Square Books. As someone who knew Stone well, Bell
has written a richly detailed bio of his fascinating, often dark life.
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by Jeff Sharlet (Hardcover)

Defined by insomnia and late-night driving and
the companionship of other darkness-dwellers—
night bakers and last-call drinkers, frightened
people and frightening people, the homeless and
the lost (or merely disoriented), other people on
the margins—This Brilliant Darkness erases the boundaries between
author, subject, and reader to ask: how do people live with suffering?

POETRY

IN THE LATENESS OF THE
WORLD
by Carolyn Forché (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $24.00; pub. 3/10/20

Over four decades, Carolyn Forché’s visionary
work has reinvigorated poetry’s power to awaken
the reader. Her first new collection in seventeen
years is a tenebrous book of crossings, of migrations across oceans
and borders, but also between the present and the past, life and death.

THE ABSURD MAN
by Major Jackson (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $26.95; pub. 2/11/20

In this knockout collection of poetry, Major
Jackson savors the complexity between
perception and reality, the body and desire,
accountability and judgment.

HOMIE

by Danez Smith (Paperback)

Graywolf Press, $16.00; pub. 1/21/20

Navigating the conflicting but closely connected
emotions of joy and grief, celebration and
mourning, love and pain, Homie is a lyrical force
of reckoning. Through the evocative power of
memory, Smith’s collection delves deeply into
stories and hurt that we might try to run from in order to transform
them into odes—odes of childhood, of loss, of the person from high
school that you always wanted to tell you admired for their strength
and confidence. Through an intimate understanding of the people
that have populated their life, Homie creates a complex but undeniably
honest portrait of human connection. — MM

SUMMER SNOW
by Robert Hass (Paperback)
Ecco, $27.99; pub. 1/7/20

Square Books gift cards are
available in any amount and
can be used online or at all four
Square Books locations.

SPORTS

A major collection of entirely new poems from
the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award–
winning author of Time and Materials and The
Apple Trees at Olema. Touching on subjects
including the poignancy of loss, the serene and
resonant beauty of nature, and the mutability of desire, Hass exhibits
his virtuosic abilities, expansive intellect, and tremendous readability
in one of his most ambitious and formally brilliant collections to date.

THE BACK ROADS TO
MARCH

THE WORLD BENEATH
THEIR FEET

Doubleday, $28.95; pub. 3/3/20

Little, Brown & Company; $30.00; pub. 2/18/20

Thirty years ago after changing the sports book
landscape with his mega-hit, A Season on the
Brink, Feinstein returns to his first love—college
basketball—with a fascinating and compelling
journey through a landscape of unsung, unpublicized, and often
unknown heroes of Division-1 college hoops.

Climbing the Himalayas was the Greatest
Generation’s moonshot—one shrouded in the
onset of war, interrupted by it, and then fully
accomplished. A gritty, fascinating history
sure to enrapture fans of Hampton Sides, Jon Krakauer, and Laura
Hillenbrand, The World Beneath Their Feet brings this forgotten story
back to life.

by John Feinstein (Hardcover)

by Scott Ellsworth (Hardcover)

HISTORY
THOSE WHO
KNOW
DON’T SAY

Signed
Copies
Available

by Garrett Felber (Paperback)
The University of North Carolina Press, $22.95; pub. 1/13/20

In this bold new political and intellectual history
of the Nation of Islam in America, Garrett
Felber centers the Nation in the Civil Rights
Era and the making of the modern carceral
state, revealing a multifaceted freedom struggle that focused as much
on policing and prisons as on school desegregation and voting rights.
Very enlightening.

THE SPLENDID
AND THE VILE
by Erik Larson, (Hardcover)

Signed
Copies
Available

Crown, $32.00; pub. 2/25/20

The story of England during the Blitz of World
War II has been oft told, but Erik Larson has a
unique ability to put a refreshing perspective on
the events of history and he does so once again,
making the German bombing a very personal matter. Examining the
first year of Winston Churchill’s tenure as prime minister, the author
uses diaries, letters, and memoirs to show the human strain created by
the war and the fortitude needed to survive it. The reader is treated
to a much more human Churchill and the fascinating members of
his immediate family and circle who came to personify the English
resistance. — BC
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OPERATION CHASTISE

THE ART OF RESISTANCE

Harper, $35.00; pub. 2/18/20

William Morrow, $28.99; pub. 1/28/20

One of the most lauded historians of our time
returns to World War II in this magnificent
retelling of the awe-inspiring raid on German
dams conducted by the Royal Army Force’s 617
Squadron.

An unforgettable World War II memoir set in
Nazi-occupied France and filled with romance
and adventure: a former Eastern European
Jew remembers his flight from the Holocaust
and his extraordinary four years in the French
underground.

by Max Hastings (Hardcover)

A HOUSE IN THE
MOUNTAINS
by Caroline Moorehead (Hardcover)
Harper, $29.99; pub. 1/28/20

The acclaimed author of A Train in Winter
returns with the final volume in her Resistance
Quartet—the powerful and inspiring true story
of the women of the partisan resistance who
fought against Italy’s fascist regime during World War II.

FRANKLIN & WASHINGTON
by Edward J. Larson (Hardcover)

William Morrow, $29.99; pub. 2/11/20

Edward Larson is one of our more brilliant
historians and what is most impressive is the
absolute breadth of his work. From the Scopes
trial to polar exploration, he has covered myriad
subjects but often returns to the colonial period.
Benjamin Franklin and George Washington are revered to this day
as Founding Fathers, but Larson’s genius is to portray the remarkable
partnership the two had for over three decades. From the time of
the Seven Years War to the writing of the Constitution, the two men
forged a bond that helped to create and define a country while at the
same time their differences, one an abolitionist and the other a slave
owner, showed the weak foundation that would eventually pull the
country apart. A truly new and interesting look at two men who did so
much to form a nation. — BC

AUTHOR IN CHIEF
by Craig Fehrman (Hardcover)

Simon & Schuster, $30.00; pub. 2/11/20

Based on a decade of research and reporting,
Author in Chief tells the story of America’s
presidents as authors—and offers a delightful
new window into the public and private lives of
our highest leaders.

IMPERFECT UNION
by Steve Inskeep (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $32.00; pub. 1/14/20

Steve Inskeep tells the riveting story of John and
Jessie Frémont, the husband and wife team who
in the 1800s were instrumental in the westward
expansion of the United States, and thus became
America’s first great political couple.
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by Justus Rosenberg (Hardcover)

CHANEL’S RIVIERA
by Anne de Courcy (Hardcover)

St. Martin’s Press, $25.99; pub. 1/28/20

This captivating narrative explores the
fascinating world of the Côte d’Azur during a
period that saw the deepest extremes of luxury
and terror in the twentieth century. Enriched by
original research and de Courcy’s signature skill,
Chanel’s Riviera brings the experiences of both rich and poor, protected
and persecuted, to vivid life.

WILMINGTON’S LIE
by David Zucchino (Hardcover)

Atlantic Monthly Press, $28.00; pub. 1/7/20

From Pulitzer Prize–winner David Zucchino
comes a searing account of the Wilmington
riot and coup of 1898, an extraordinary event
unknown to most Americans.

UNWORTHY REPUBLIC

by Claudio Saunt (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $26.95; pub. 3/24/20

In this gripping story, Saunt shows how the
politics and economics of white supremacy lay at
the heart of the expulsion of Native Americans;
how corruption, greed, and administrative
indifference and incompetence contributed to
the debacle of its implementation; and how the consequences still
resonate today.

THE THREE-CORNERED WAR
by Megan Kate Nelson (Hardcover)
Scribner, $28.00; pub. 2/11/20

Exploring the connections among the Civil War,
the Indian wars, and western expansion, Nelson
reframes the era as one of national conflict—
involving not just the North and South, but also
the West.

HOW THE SOUTH WON
THE CIVIL WAR
by Heather Cox Richardson (Hardcover)

Oxford University Press, $27.95; pub. 4/1/20

Debunking the myth that the Civil War released
the nation from the grip of oligarchy, expunging
the sins of the Founding, Richardson’s searing
book reveals how and why the Old South not only survived in the
West, but thrived.

THE HUNT FOR HISTORY

AN ENVIRONMENTAL
HISTORY OF THE CIVIL
WAR

by Nathan Raab (Hardcover)
Scribner, $30.00; pub. 3/10/20

Nathan Raab, America’s preeminent rare
documents dealer, describes his years as the
Sherlock Holmes of historical artifacts—questing
after precious finds and determining their
authenticity—and shows us what the past can tell
us about the present.

THE MAN IN THE RED
COAT
by Julian Barnes (Hardcover)

by Judkin Browning & Timothy Silver (Hardcover)
The University of North Carolina Press, $30.00; pub. 4/13/20

In considering human efforts to find military
and political advantage by reshaping the natural
world, this sweeping new history shows not only how the environment
influenced the Civil War’s outcome but also that the war was a
watershed event in the history of the environment itself.

GREAT STATE

by Timothy Brook (Hardcover)

Knopf, $26.95; pub. 2/18/20

Harper, $32.50; pub. 3/17/20

From the Man Booker Prize–winning author
of The Sense of an Ending—comes a rich, witty,
revelatory tour of Belle Époque Paris, via the
remarkable life story of the pioneering surgeon Samuel Pozzi,
a man who lived passionately in the moment but whose ideas and
achievements were far ahead of his time.

Doing for China what Mary Beard did for Rome
in SPQR, Timothy Brook analyzes the last eight
centuries of China’s relationship with the world
in this magnificent history that brings together
accounts from civil servants, horse traders,
spiritual leaders, explorers, pirates, emperors, migrant workers,
invaders, visionaries, and traitors—creating a multifaceted portrait of
a highly misunderstood nation.

SCIENCE & NATURE
THE STORY OF MORE

NATURE’S BEST HOPE

by Hope Jahren (Hardcover)

by Douglas W. Tallamy (Hardcover)

Vintage, $15.00; pub. 3/3/20

Timber Press, $29.95; pub. 2/4/20

Should a book about climate change be laughout-loud funny? It seems wrong to find humor in
such a serious topic, but it’s also what hooked me
in to Hope Jahren’s The Story of More and kept
me reading. The bestselling author of Lab Girl
is both scientist and writer; like all the best scientists she’s done her
research and focuses on the facts, and like any good writer she knows
how to tell a story. The result is a work that is both hard-hitting and
accessible—and yes, at times, funny. I devoured it in less than a day,
and have since been haranguing everyone I know about how good it
is. If you only read one book about climate change this year—and,
given that it’s probably the biggest crisis facing humanity right now,
you really should read at least one—let it be The Story of More. — JBL

THE STORY OF TREES

An urgent and heartfelt call for a new approach
to conservation—one that starts in every
backyard—from the New York Times bestselling
author of Bringing Nature Home. If you’re
concerned about doing something good for the
environment, Nature’s Best Hope is the blueprint you need.

THE CAT

by Sarah Brown (Hardcover)
Princeton University Press, $27.95; pub. 3/24/20

Filled with surprising facts, The Cat is a
comprehensive, richly illustrated exploration of the
natural and cultural history of this much-loved pet.

by Kevin Hobbs and David West, illus. Thibaud Hérem
(Hardcover); Laurence King Publishing, $29.99; pub. 2/18/20

HUMBLE PI

The Story of Trees takes the reader on a visual
journey from some of the earliest known tree
species on our planet to the latest fruit cultivars.
With beautiful illustrations and fascinating
botanical facts and figures, this book will appeal to tree lovers from all
over the world.

Riverhead Books, $27.00; pub. 1/21/20

THE FALCON THIEF
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by Matt Parker (Hardcover)
Exploring and explaining a litany of glitches, nearmisses, and mathematical mishaps involving the
internet, big data, elections, street signs, lotteries,
the Roman Empire, and an Olympic team, Matt
Parker uncovers the bizarre ways math trips us up,
and what this reveals about its essential place in our world.

by Joshua Hammer (Hardcover)

Simon & Schuster, $26.00; pub. 2/11/20

An incredible true-crime story of smuggling a rare
and endangered bird species over a span of several
decades. With fascinating characters and a plot out
of the movies, this is a bizarre and remarkable tale
that you won’t be able to put down. — CM

Sign up for our weekly newsletter, Speed
Reader, featuring book news, new releases,
and upcoming events at Square Books at
www.squarebooks.com
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SCIENCE & NATURE
THE WORLD ACCORDING
TO PHYSICS

SOME ASSEMBLY
REQUIRED

Princeton University Press, $16.95; pub. 3/10/20

Pantheon, $26.95; pub. 3/17/20

Making even the most enigmatic scientific ideas
accessible and captivating, this deeply insightful
book by quantum physicist, New York Times
bestselling author, and BBC host Jim Al-Khalili
illuminates why physics matters to everyone and calls on us to share in
the profound adventure of seeking truth in the world.

The author of the bestselling Your Inner Fish gives
us a lively and accessible account of the great
transformations in the history of life on Earth—a
new view of the evolution of human and animal
life that explains how the incredible diversity of life on our planet
came to be.

by Jim Al-Khalili (Hardcover)

THE MATH OF LIFE AND
DEATH
by Kit Yates (Hardcover)

Scribner, $26.00; pub. 1/7/20

Yates takes us on a fascinating tour of everyday
situations and grand-scale applications of
mathematical concepts. Along the way he reveals
the mathematical undersides of controversies
over DNA testing, medical screening results, and historical events such
as the Chernobyl disaster and the Amanda Knox trial.

by Neil Shubin (Hardcover)

UNTIL THE END OF TIME
by Brian Greene (Hardcover)
Knopf, $30.00; pub. 2/18/20

Through a series of nested stories that explain
distinct but interwoven layers of reality—from
quantum mechanics to consciousness to black
holes—world-renowned physicist and bestselling
author Greene provides us with a clearer sense
of how we came to be, a finer picture of where we are now, and a
firmer understanding of where we are headed.

LIFESTYLE
BLESS YOUR HEART
by Editors of Garden & Gun (Game)
Clarkson Potter, $20.00; pub. 3/31/20

How well do y’all know Southern culture?
Find out with this trivia game—plus hosting
tips and ten recipes for cocktails and party bites—from the editors of
Garden & Gun.

THINKING INSIDE THE BOX
by Adrienne Raphel (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $27.00; pub. 3/17/20

A delightful, erudite, and immersive exploration
of the crossword puzzle and its fascinating
history.

THE HOPE OF GLORY
by Jon Meacham (Hardcover)

Convergent Books, $22.00; pub. 2/18/20

Pulitzer Prize–winning author Jon Meacham
explores the seven last sayings of Jesus as
recorded in the Gospels, combining rich
historical and theological insights to reflect on
the true heart of the Christian story.
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COOL TOWN

by Grace Elizabeth Hale (Hardcover)

The University of North Carolina Press,
$27.00; pub. 3/23/20

Author
Event
April 2

In Athens, Georgia, in the
eighties, if you were young and
willing to live without much
money, anything seemed possible. Cool Town
reveals the passion, vitality, and enduring
significance of a bohemian scene that became a model for others to
follow.

THE ART OF SOLITUDE

by Stephen Batchelor (Hardcover)

Yale University Press, $23.00; pub. 2/18/20

This beautiful literary collage documents the
multifaceted explorations of renowned Buddhist
writer Stephen Batchelor. Mixed in with his
personal narrative are inspiring stories from
solitude’s devoted practitioners, from the Buddha
to Montaigne, and from Vermeer to Agnes Martin.

HERMES

by Alice Charbin (Hardcover)
Abrams, $40.00; pub. 3/3/20

An elegant collection featuring 300 of
Alice Charbin’s whimsical illustrations
from her 18-year collaboration with
Hermès.

A GOOD
MEAL IS HARD
TO FIND
by Martha Hall Foose and
Amy C. Evans (Hardcover)

Chronicle Books, $24.95; pub. 4/28/20

Author
Event
April 2

Inspired by generations of storytelling and Southern
comfort food, this genre-bending cookbook is a musthave for cookbook lovers, vintage collectors, and
Southern cooking enthusiasts alike. With brilliant art
by former Southern Foodways documentarian Amy C.
Evans, and stores and recipes by Martha Hall Foose,
author of Screen Doors and Sweet Tea, this book is a dream.

ROAD THROUGH
MIDNIGHT

MOSQUITO SUPPER CLUB
by Melissa M. Martin (Hardcover)
Artisan, $35.00; pub. 4/14/20

Named after her restaurant in New Orleans,
chef Melissa M. Martin’s debut cookbook shares
her inspired and reverent interpretations of the
traditional Cajun recipes she grew up eating on
the Louisiana bayou, with a generous helping of
stories about her community and its cooking.

MEALS, MUSIC, AND MUSES
by Alexander Smalls (Hardcover)

Flatiron Books, $35.00; pub. 2/25/20

Acclaimed restaurateur and co-author of James
Beard Award–winning Between Harlem and Heaven
Alexander Smalls is back with recipes for classic
African American dishes that originated in the
South, which he organizes according to the musical traditions to help
readers understand the spirit behind them.
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MAKING A
PHOTOGRAPHER
by Rebecca A. Senf (Hardcover)

Yale University Press, $50.00; pub. 2/18/20

by Jessica Ingram (Hardcover)

The University of North Carolina Press, $35.00; pub. 2/17/20

At first glance, Jessica Ingram’s landscape
photographs could have been made nearly
anywhere in the American South: a fencedin backyard, an overgrown dirt road, a field
grooved with muddy tire prints. These seemingly ordinary places,
however, were the sites of pivotal events during the Civil Rights era,
though often there is not a plaque to mark their importance. Images of
these places are interspersed with oral histories from victims’ families
and investigative journalists, as well as pages from newspapers and FBI
files and other ephemera.

DAWOUD BEY: TWO
AMERICAN PROJECTS
by Corey Keller, Elisabeth Sherman, and
Torkwase Dyson (Hardcover)

Yale University Press, $29.95; pub. 2/18/20

With a powerful juxtaposition of portraiture
and landscape photography, this book
explores Dawoud Bey’s vivid evocations of
race, history, time, and place.

Drawing on copious archival research,
Senf traces the first three decades of Ansel
Adams’s photographic practice—beginning
with an amateur album made during
his childhood and culminating with his Guggenheim-supported
National Parks photography of the 1940s. Highlighting the artist’s
persistence in forging a career path and his remarkable ability to learn
from experience, this beautifully illustrated volume also looks at the
significance of the artist’s environmentalism, including his involvement
with the Sierra Club.

FAMILY FIELD TRIP
by Erin Austen Abbott (Paperback)

Chronicle Books, $19.95; pub. 4/7/20

Filled with more than 40 family-friendly
cultural activities and adventures, Family
Field Trip draws on a range of popular
experiential educational techniques—
including Montessori, Forest Schooling,
and more—and is the perfect handbook for any family with young
children and an invaluable resource for raising kids who will grow into
curious, well-rounded citizens of the world.

SIGNED FIRSTS CLUB

Sign up for a Square Books Signed Firsts subscription and receive
approximately one book per month, signed by the author. If you’d like to join,
call 662-236-2262 or email signedfirsts@squarebooks.com.
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SQUARE
BOOKS,
JR.
Monday-Saturday: 9 am-7 pm
Sunday: 11 am-5 pm

Call (662) 236-2207 or visit www.squarebooks.com/junior
ONE OF THESE IS NOT LIKE
THE OTHERS

LOLA DUTCH I LOVE YOU SO MUCH

by Kenneth Wright,
illus. Sarah Jane Wright
Ages 2–5; pub 12/31/19
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, $17.99

Signed
Copies
Available

by Barney Saltzberg; Ages 0-4
Holiday House, $18.99; pub 3/3/20
One of these is not like that other—and that’s
great! This gently subversive picture book
points out—and celebrates—the differences
between subjects.

Lola Dutch knows that when it comes to showing
your friends how much you love them, there’s no
such thing as “too much”!

FOLKTALES FOR FEARLESS GIRLS

by Myriam Sayalero, illus. Dani Torrent; Ages 8–12
Philomel Books, $24.99; pub 2/25/20
Heroines save the day in this empowering
collection of folktales from around the world,
perfect for fans of Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls.

BE YOU

by Peter Reynolds; Ages 4-8
Scholastic, $17.99; pub 3/3/20
Discover a joyful reminder of the ways that every
child is unique and special, from the beloved
creator of The Dot, Happy Dreamer, and New York
Times bestseller, The Word Collector.

IN MY GARDEN

COUNTING ELEPHANTS

by Charlotte Zolotow, illus. Philip C. Stead
Ages 0–5; Holiday House, 18.99; pub 3/24/20

by Dawn Young, illus. Fermin Solis; Ages 3-6
Running Press Kids, $17.99; pub 3/3/20

A little girl and her older friend poetically describe
the garden as it changes through the seasons.

THE SEED OF COMPASSION

by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, illus. Bao Luu
All ages; Penguin, $18.99; pub 3/24/20
For the first time ever, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
His Holiness the Dalai Lama addresses children
directly, sharing lessons of peace and compassion,
told through stories of his own childhood.

THE BEAR IN MY FAMILY

A truly funny concept, the Rocky and Bullwinkle–
esque humor and crisp illustrations makes
counting a more approachable task. There’s also
a glaringly real object lesson in the counting of the
elephants before they disappear. — JM

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND

by Woody Guthrie, illus. Kathy Jakobsen
All Ages; Little, Brown Books for Young Readers,
$
18.99; pub 3/3/20
Now with a bright new design, this beloved
classic Woody Guthrie folk song is perfect for
family sing-alongs and every child’s bookshelf!

BALLETBALL

by Maya Tatsukawa; Ages 0-4
Penguin, $17.99; pub 3/10/20

by Dionne Erin, illus. Gillian Flint; Ages 4-8
RHC, $16.99; pub 2/25/20

An overbearing older sibling can really be a bear,
but the child in this understated, gently humorous
story finds out that they can have their advantages,
too.

FIRE TRUCK VS. DRAGON

by Chris Barton, illus. Shanda McCloskey; Ages 0-4
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99
pub 3/10/20
Can a fire truck and a dragon be friends? Find out
in this new companion to the household favorite
Shark vs. Train!

Nini loves everything about ballet—the
sparkles, the costumes, the twirling! But
in the spring there’s only baseball practice.
Baseball is nothing like ballet. Or is it?

COOL CUTS

by Mechal Renee Roe; Ages 3-7
RHC, $16.99; pub 2/11/20
Boys and their cool, natural hair are celebrated in
this bright, joyful read-together picture book that
will have kids everywhere chanting the book’s
chorus: “I am born to be awesome!”

Join us at Square Books Jr. for a fun-filled storytime
every Wednesday and Saturday at 10 a.m!
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ESCAPE GOAT

FACTS VS. OPINIONS VS. ROBOTS

by Ann Patchett, illus. Robin Preiss Glasser; Ages
4-8
HarperCollins; $18.99; pub 3/18/20

by Michael Rex; Ages 3-7
Penguin, $17.99; pub 2/11/20

A hilarious, timely conversation about the
differences between facts and opinions, by the
creator of the #1 New York Times bestseller
Goodnight Goon.

THE BOLD, BRAVE BUNNY

THE SOCIETY OF
DISTINGUISHED LEMMINGS

by Beth Ferry, illus. Chow Hon Lam; Ages
2-7; Harper/Collins; $17.99; pub 2/11/20

by Julie Columbet; Ages 2-5
Peachtree; $17.99; pub 3/1/20

Hop along with Teetu as he finds his way in
this imaginative tale that reminds us that it’s
splendid to see the world, but that it’s even
more wonderful to go home, and share it with
the ones you love.

NO MORE NAPS!

by Chris Grabenstein; Ages 3-7
RHC; $17.99; pub 2/4/20

From the creators of Lambslide, Ann Patchett
and Robin Preiss Glasser, comes another
hilarious picture book that follows a plucky
goat who continuously escapes the pen and gets
blamed for mischief.

Signed
Copies
Available

The #1 New York Times bestselling author of the
Mr. Lemoncello series brings his wit and humor
to a pint-sized audience in this picture book
debut that turns the universal dilemma of getting
kids to sleep on its head.

Every so often, someone creates a picture book
about lemmings... Julie Colombet’s The Society
of Distinguished Lemmings is not only the perfect
lemming book, it is also the perfect picture
book. I laughed, I cried, I laughed again. The
story is so true to life, so chock full of fun and lemmings, that when you
get to the end, you will turn it over and read it again. Hooray, lemmings
and floaties, and secret societies. Bravo, Julie. — JM

LET'S DANCE

by David Bowie, illus. Hannah Marks; Ages 2-5
Running Press Kids; $17.99; pub 4/7/20
I love this idea. The sauntering, playful illustrations
work great with Bowie’s brilliant lyrics. I am
singing this book in my heart already. — JM

IT'S OKAY TO BE A UNICORN!
by Jason Tharpe; Ages 2-7
MPS; $17.99; pub 2/4/20

An inspiring picture book about a unicorn
pretending to be a horse—until he learns to
embrace who he really is.

KNOT CANNOT

by Tiffany Stone, illus. Mike Lowery; Ages 2-7
Penguin; $17.99; pub 4/7/20
With wordplay a-plenty, this uproarious
read-a-loud encourages readers to find—and
celebrate!—whatever it is they do best.

THE GIRL AND THE DINOSAUR

by Hollie Hughes, illus. Sarah Massini; Ages 2-7
Bloomsbury Children’s Books; $17.99; pub 1/14/20
When Marianne finds an entire dinosaur
skeleton, she names him Bony and vows to
become his best friend. That night, she goes to
sleep wishing with all her heart that he might
come to life...and her wish comes true.

MRS. BIBI'S ELEPHANT

by Reza Dalvand; Ages 3-5
Penguin/Flying Eye Books; $16.95; pub 4/7/20
A heartwarming story with a message as big
as an elephant, this fanciful tale of friendship
between an eccentric lady and her beloved
pet is as poignant as it is beautiful.

BOX TURTLE

by Vanessa Roeder; Ages 3-5
Penguin, $17.99; pub 2/11/20
“An irresistibly cute story about finding the
confidence to be yourself, starring a turtle in
search of the perfect shell.“

Junior’s Dozen

P
I
C
T
U
R
E
B
O
O
K
S

Foster a lifetime love
of reading! Junior’s
Dozen makes it easy
by carefully selecting
a book appropriate for
your child’s reading
level every month. Each
hardbound book has a unique Square Books,
Jr. bookplate naming the giver and reader,
personalizing a gift that will be cherished for
years. For more information, call 662-236-2207
or email junior@squarebooks.com.

Sign up to receive our weekly Rabbit Reader email to learn about upcoming Square Books, Jr.
events and other bookstore happenings. Visit www.squarebooks.com/junior to sign up.
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THE BLACKBIRD GIRLS

A FLICKER OF COURAGE

Penguin/Vicking Books for Young Readers, $17.99; pub 3/10/20

Penguin, $13.99; pub 1/7/20

by Anne Blankman; Ages 9-12

Told in alternating perspectives among three girls—Valentina and Oksana in 1986 and Rifka in 1941—this story shows that hatred, intolerance, and oppression are no
match for the power of true friendship.

WAYSIDE SCHOOL: BENEATH THE
CLOUD OF DOOM
by Louis Sachar; Ages 8-12

HarperCollins, $17.99; pub 3/3/20

For the first time in twenty years, all your favorite students and
teachers are back in this brand new, fourth installment in the
perennially beloved and bestselling Wayside School series!

THE GIRL WHO SPEAKS BEAR

by Deb Caletti; Ages 9-12

In a world much like ours, but at the same time not
at all like ours, Vlad Luxor—a capricious, vain, infantile
tyrant—rules over a town with an iron fist. But in every
classic tale with a despicable villain, there must also be
a truly noble hero—in this case, four of them! Henry, Apollo, Pirate Girl,
and JoJo must be their most brave and clever selves to break the spell
Luxor has cast on Apollo’s brother, Rocco.

GHOST SQUAD

by Claribel Ortega; Ages 8-12
Scholastic, $17.99; pub 4/7/20

A luminous and warm debut with sass, laughs, and
heart. Fans of City of Ghosts and Small Spaces will want
Ghost Squad jackets ASAP. — ST

by Sophie Anderson; Ages 8-12

THE LIST OF THINGS THAT
WILL NOT CHANGE

Scholastic, $16.99; pub 3/3/20

Discovered in a bear cave as a baby, 12-year-old Yanka
dreams of knowing who she really is. When Yanka wakes
up one morning to find her legs have become bear legs, she
knows she has no choice but to leave her village and find
somewhere she truly belongs, so she ventures into the Snow
Forest with her pet weasel, Mousetrap, in search of the truth about her past.

STAND UP, YUMI CHUNG!
by Jessica Kim; Ages 8-12

Penguin, $16.99; pub 3/17/20

On the outside, Yumi Chung suffers from #shygirlproblems, a perm-gone-wrong, and kids calling her
“Yu-MEAT” because she smells like her family’s Korean
barbecue restaurant. On the inside, Yumi is ready for her
stand-up special. One summer, a single lie snowballs into a full-blown
double life in this irresistible story about an aspiring stand-up comedian.

by Rebecca Stead; Ages 8-12; RH, $16.99; pub 4/7/20
Bea’s family may change, but their love for each other does not in this soon-to-be classic by the Newbery
Award–winning author of When You Reach Me.

THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH: JUNE’S
WILD FLIGHT
by Max Brallier; Ages 9-12
Penguin, $13.99; pub 1/7/20

Wonder meets Three Times Lucky in a story of empowerment as a young woman decides to help solve the mystery of multiple suspicious deaths in her group home.

RACE TO THE SUN

by Rebecca Roanhorse; Ages 8-12

BLACK BROTHER, BLACK BROTHER

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $16.99; pub 1/14/20

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $16.99; pub 3/3/20

HERE IN THE REAL WORLD
by Sara Pennypacker; Ages 8-12

HarperCollins, $17.99; pub 2/4/2020

Ware can’t wait to spend summer “off in his own world”—
dreaming of knights in the Middle Ages and generally being left alone. But then his parents sign him up for dreaded Rec camp, where he must endure Meaningful Social
Interaction and whatever activities so-called “normal” kids do. From the
author of the highly acclaimed, New York Times bestselling novel Pax comes
a gorgeous and moving ode to introverts, dreamers, and misfits everywhere.
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In the latest Rick Riordan Presents book, we delve into
Native American mythology with bombastic glee as
Nizhoni learns about her heritage and what it takes to
become a hero. — ST

by Jewell Parker Rhodes; Ages 8-12

Even kids know that unkind words escalate into “sticks
and stones” if not handled delicately. Donte, a “black
boy” from a “mixed family,” finds himself the butt of
every joke, prank, and accusation at his upper class private school. It’s not just black skin that makes him subject to abuse. Donte’s classmates and teachers unfairly taunt him to be more like Trey, his
white brother. As Trey tries to help Donte fend off the hurtful name-calling
and steer him in another direction, the boys stumble onto a nobler idea,
through the instruction of an African American Olympic fencing champion who happens to live nearby. A nod of recognition to the Boys and Girls
Clubs of America and the diverse world of volunteers who make it possible, Jewell Parker Rhodes has turned the conventional idiom of “sticks and
stones” upside down, by presenting Donte with a choice to meet bullying
with a brilliant and dignified response. — JM

Signed
Copies
Available

CHIRP

by Kate Messner; Ages 10-14
MPS, $16.99; pub 2/4/20

In a compelling story rich with friendship, science, and
summer fun, a girl finds her voice while navigating the
joys and challenges of growing up.

BUG BOYS: ADVENTURES AND
DAYDREAMS
by Laura Knetzger; Ages 7-10
RH, $13.99; pub 2/11/20

Join two bug friends as they learn about the science of the
world around them and the meaning of friendship in this
graphic novel series perfect for fans of Narwhal and Jelly!

WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED

by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed
Ages 9-12; Penguin, $12.99; pub 4/14/20
Heartbreak and hope exist together in this remarkable
graphic novel about growing up in a refugee camp, as
told by a Somali refugee to the Newbery Honor–winning
creator of Roller Girl.

ANNA K

A GOOD GIRL’S GUIDE TO MURDER

Flatiron Books, $18.99; pub 3/3/20

RH, $17.99; pub 2/4/20

by Holly Jackson; Ages 14+

by Jenny Lee (Hardcover); Ages 14+
This wild YA tale is the Clueless for the Post-Millennial
Roaring Twenties. Improbably based on Anna Karenina,
a clutch of mostly well-to-do, multiracial New York City
friends and enemies go about their usual business: they fall
in and out of love; indulge in booze, drugs and sex; gossip
relentlessly by text; SoulCycle; play Shadow of War; Uber to relax at each
other’s penthouses; and occasionally attend classes at their elite prep schools.
But there are lessons: the kids without are the best and most successful, drugs
and Glenmorangie aren’t the answer, be smarter about sex, and tragedy favors
no class. Great NYC color, and funny—a highly entertaining read for older,
more sophisticated YA readers, or adults who want a clue. — LH

THE KINGDOM OF BACK
by Marie Lu; Ages 12+

Penguin, $18.99; pub 3/3/20

An addictive, twisty crime thriller with shades of Serial
and Making a Murderer about a closed local murder case
that doesn’t add up, and a girl who’s determined to find
the real killer—but not everyone wants her meddling
in the past.

ALL THE STARS AND TEETH
by Adalyn Grace; Ages 15-18
MPS, $17.99; pub 2/4/20

Vicious mermaids, scruffy pirates, and soul-stealing
queens, oh my! All the Stars and Teeth is the kind of
brutally beautiful fantasy debut that teen readers will
love, especially fans of Kaitlyn Sage Patterson and Traci
Chee. — ST

This fairy tale of Nannerl, the talented composer and oft
forgotten sister of Mozart, is soaked in stardust and sings
off the page. Incandescently beautiful. — ST

BETWEEN BURNING WORLDS

by Jessica Brody and Joanne Rendell; Ages 12+
Simon & Schuster, $19.99; pub 3/24/20

CHAIN OF GOLD

With shades of political and social themes of today’s
current events, this out-of-this-world sequel to Sky
Without Stars explores the widening gap between
economic statuses, the injustices of a class system, and
the consequences of the continued mistreatment of
those struggling to survive in a brutal environment.

by Cassandra Clare; Ages 14+
Simon & Schuster, $24.99; pub 3/3/20

I was absolutely enthralled by Clare’s return to historical
fantasy in this follow-up series to the Infernal Devices. My
heart belongs to Cordelia Carstairs, a fierce and tender
protagonist whose all-encompassing love for her friends
and family make her undeniably powerful. — ST

INFINITY SON
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RAYBEARER

by Jordan Ifueko; Ages 12+
Amulet Books, $18.99; pub 4/14/20

by Adam Silvera; Ages 14+
HarperCollins, $18.99; pub 1/14/2020
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Fans of Rainbow Rowell’s Carry On and Marissa Meyer’s
Renegades will adore this super-powered story of two
brothers in an urban world of fire and magic. — ST

THE GRAVITY OF US
by Phil Stamper; Ages 13+
MPS, $17.99; pub 2/4/20

A triumphant debut that absolutely soars, The Gravity of
Us is a grounded love story set on earth but inspired by
the stars. — ST

RUTHLESS GODS

by Emily A. Duncan; Ages 13-18
MPS, $18.99; pub 4/7/20

Ruthless Gods goes from goth fantasy to full-on Eldritch
Horror and I am LOVING IT. This book is full scale warfare
both emotionally and physically and will have readers by
the neck until the last heart-stopping chapter. — ST

With a TEEN’S FIRST subscription, the recipient
will receive six signed books a year, plus
assorted extras from the publisher,
such as trading cards, buttons, or
totes. Provide us your name, mailing
address, and preferred method of
billing to get started. All books are
billed at cover price, plus postage
if shipped. For more information,
please contact sami@squarebooks.com.

Raybearer is an astounding debut that shakes the conventional fantasy story into something extraordinary.
This novel beautifully explores the bonds that tie us
together not just as a family, but as a nation. — ST

10 BLIND DATES

by Ashley Elston; Ages 12+
Disney-Hyperion, $17.99; pub 10/1/19

Signed
Copies
Available

10 Blind Dates was everything I hoped for. When Sophie’s
exceptionally large family decides to play matchmaker to
help her get over her ex-boyfriend, she has a different
blind date every night. Suddenly her life goes from calm
to crazy. 10 Blind Dates is a warm holiday story with a
hilarious family and characters you can’t help but fall in love with. It’s a
story that is just as much about finding “your person,” but also about the
importance of family. A perfect book for anyone wanting a fun, light, and
totally unpredictable yet sweet romance. This is my new favorite romantic
comedy! — CW

MAD, BAD & DANGEROUS
TO KNOW
by Samira Ahmed; Ages 14+
RH, $18.99; pub 4/7/2020

Signed
Copies
Available

This gorgeous exploration
of two Muslim girls living
centuries apart is about reclaiming voices that
have been silenced. Ahmed nails multiple
voices here, blending Laila’s romantic prose and Khayyam’s
razor sharp cultural observations to tell a story about hidden
histories. — ST
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Books are cheaper than traveling, but they’re also more dangerous.

― Jeanine Cummins
from American Dirt
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