Dear
READER,

Service and Gratitude
It is not possible to express sufficiently how thankful we at Square Books have been,
and remain, for the amazing support so many of you have shown to this bookstore—for
forty years, but especially now. Nor can I adequately thank the loyal, smart, devoted
booksellers here who have helped us take safe steps through this unprecedented
difficulty, and continue to do so, until we find our way to the other side. All have shown
strength, resourcefulness, resilience, and skill that maybe even they themselves did
not know they possessed.
We are hearing stories from many of our far-flung independent bookstore cohorts as
well as other local businesses, where, in this community, there has long been—before
Amazon, before Sears—a shared knowledge regarding the importance of supporting
local places and local people. My mother made it very clear to me in my early teens
why we shopped at Mr. Levy’s Jitney Jungle—where Paul James, Patty Lampkin,
Richard Miller, Wall Doxey, and Alice Blinder all worked.
Square Books is where Slade Lewis, Sid Albritton, Andrew Pearcy, Jesse Bassett, Jill
Moore, Dani Buckingham, Paul Fyke, Jude Burke-Lewis, Lyn Roberts, Turner Byrd, Lisa
Howorth, Sami Thomason, Bill Cusumano, Cody Morrison, Andrew Frieman, Katelyn
O’Brien, Beckett Howorth, Cam Hudson, Morgan McComb, Molly Neff, Ted O’Brien,
Gunnar Ohberg, Kathy Neff, Al Morse, Rachel Tibbs, Camille White, Sasha Tropp,
Zeke Yarbrough, and I all work. And Square Books is where I hope we all continue to
work when we’ve found our path home-free.
There are many others for whom to be thankful now, countless others: most of all,
our health workers; our service agencies, like the Pantry (662-832-5001; ask how you
can help); our food store and drug store workers and quick-stop workers; Interfaith
Compassion Ministry; our city and county services—Sheriff’s officers and OPD;
Northeast Power and Oxford Electric (and TVA); fire station workers; our banks, which
are going to be increasingly helpful; our public transit drivers and sanitation workers,
of whom I’ve always said—and it’s a fact I have certain knowledge of—are the best
anywhere. With this kind of support and strength behind us, we are going to win this
thing; it’s a matter of time and our being smart and cautious.
Square Books will continue to operate and serve until it is not prudent to do so or
until we are unable. For now, you may order online or by phone or email; our service
is as prompt as our carriers can make it. We no longer provide curbside pick-up, as
we encourage you to shelter as well as possible, but we continue to deliver locally
and ship everywhere.
Again, thank you. Take care of yourselves –
Richard Howorth
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Square Books Gear
Square Books Shirts
(short-sleeve, long-sleeve, and sweatshirts)

$16.00 - $26.00

Square Books Logo Baseball Caps &
Make America Read Again Baseball CAps

$20.00 - $24.00

Back of cap embroidered with
“Square Books / Oxford, Miss”

Square Books TOTES

$13.00 - $20.00

jane mount square books print

$50.00

Square Books
Coffee mug

$16.00

Featuring quotes by
the greats:
Welty, Faulkner,
Hannah, O’Connor,
Brown, Baldwin,
Borges, and Wright.
Made in the USA.

Square Books Silipint Cup

$16.99

Earth-friendly. Silipints come in
two sizes - 8 oz. and 12 oz.

square books, jr. football onesie

$18.00

Limited edition numbered and signed prints featuring
one of our cozy nooks
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FICTION

BOYS OF ALABAMA
by Genevieve Hudson (Hardcover)

ALL ADULTS HERE
by Emma Straub (Hardcover)

Riverhead Books, $27.00; pub. 5/4/20

Signed
Copies
Available

Straub is one of my favorite writers and her latest
is one of her best and maybe the funniest yet. It’s
a rollicking portrayal of the Strick family. Astrid,
the matriarch, is a widow who has recently
found love in the company of a woman and
after witnessing her longtime enemy killed by a
wayward school bus decides it’s time to reveal her relationship to her
daughter and two sons just as her teenage granddaughter has arrived
to live with her in their quaint up-state New York town. What unfolds
is a delightful comedy examining what it means to be a parent and a
part of a family. –CM

HIEROGLYPHICS
by Jill McCorkle (Hardcover)

Algonquin Books, $26.95; pub. 6/9/20

Author
Event
June 25

Longtime Algonquin author McCorkle is known
for digging tenderly at the deeply buried thoughts,
impulses and experiences of her characters to
reveal the truths about them. At the same time, she
wraps her stories in realistic, satisfying panoramas
of time and place that the reader can’t help but
remember. In this novel, the long-married Lil and Frank are retiring to
North Carolina from Boston, and by going through letters, diaries, and
memories, they hope to come to understand their personal and family
histories—good and bad—better, to leave a clear record for their own
children. –LH

SOME GO HOME
by Odie Lindsey (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company , $26.95; pub. 7/21/20

“Do you realize I’m about to spend the rest of
my life in the same zip code I grew up in?” This
question is posed to Derby by his wife, Colleen,
a pregnant-with-twins veteran of the recent Iraq
War, who is back in Pitchlynn, Mississippi. And
Derby ain’t got time for sympathy because he’s
more concerned about his father’s looming cold-case Civil Rights
murder trial. In Some Go Home, Odie Lindsey, author of the book of
stories, We Come to Our Senses, graduate of the UM Southern Studies
program, and former part-time executive at Square Books, gets down
in print a great read that, among other things, reminds us how much,
and why, we were all crazy about him. –RH

PEW

by Catherine Lacey (Hardcover)
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $26.00; pub. 7/21/20

In a small Southern town, a church congregation
arrives and finds a figure asleep on a pew. The
person is genderless, racially ambiguous and
refuses to speak. One family takes the strange
visitor in and nicknames them Pew. As days pass,
the void around Pew’s presence begins to unnerve
the community. By the time Pew’s story reaches a shattering and
unsettling climax, the secret of their true nature—as a devil or an angel
or something else entirely—is dwarfed by even larger truths.
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Liveright, $26.95; pub. 5/19/20

Signed
Copies
Available

A sensitive teen, new to Alabama, falls in love,
questions his faith, and navigates a strange power.
With visceral prose that builds to a shocking
conclusion, Genevieve Hudson “brilliantly
reinvents the Southern Gothic, mapping queer
love in a land where God, guns, and football are
king” (Leni Zumas, author of Red Clocks). Boys of Alabama becomes
a nuanced portrait of masculinity, religion, immigration, and the
adolescent pressures that require total conformity.

SLEEPOVERS

by Ashleigh Bryant Phillips (Paperback)
Hub City Press, $16.95; pub. 6/16/20

Author
Event
August 14

This collection takes us to a forgotten corner of the
rural South. We meet a runaway teen, a mattress
salesman, feral kittens, an elderly bachelorette
wearing a horsehair locket, and a little girl named
after Shania Twain. Here, time and memory circle
above Phillips’ characters like vultures and angels,
as they navigate the only landscape they’ve ever known.

THE BIG DOOR PRIZE
by M. O. Walsh (Hardcover)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $27.00; pub. 7/7/20

The bestselling author of My Sunshine Away returns
with another instant Southern classic: a gripping
and heartfelt novel about a mysterious machine
that upends a small Louisiana town, asking us
all to wonder if who we truly are is who we truly
could be.

IF I HAD TWO WINGS
by Randall Kenan (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $25.95; pub. 8/4/20

In this collection of ten stories, taking place in the
fictional territory of Tims Creek, NC, an old man
rages in his nursing home, a parson beats up an
adulterer, a rich man is haunted by a hog, and an
elderly woman turns unwitting miracle worker,
among other stories about everything from Billy
Idol’s entourage to the AIDs epidemic to Howard
Hughes’ childhood.

EVERY BONE A
PRAYER
by Ashley Blooms (Paperback)

Sourcebooks Landmark, $16.99; pub. 8/4/20

Author
Event
August 13

Ten-year-old Misty has the gift of intimately
communicating with the world around her in her
rural Appalachian holler. After a series of strange
events ripple through her community, Misty’s
world is turned upside down. The breaking point
comes after a traumatic experience with a neighbor that leaves her
feeling completely disconnected from herself. Misty soon finds herself
on a journey of healing herself, her family, and her community. Blooms
gifts us a compelling but heart-wrenching story of the ways earth and
our bodies hold memories that we must reckon with to survive. –DB

FICTION
THE VANISHING HALF
by Brit Bennett (Hardcover)

Riverhead Books, $27.00; pub. 6/2/20

LUSTER

by Raven Leilani (Hardcover)
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $26.00; pub. 8/4/20
Signed
Copies
Available

Award-winning author Bennett has
created an intriguing story that asks readers—white
and black, to examine their prejudices. The lightskinned Vignes twins grow up in a small Louisiana
community of African Americans, where they’re
called out for their skin color. Curious and spirited, they run away at
sixteen, but in different directions, in all respects. Years later, one twin has
returned, resuming the life her family has always known. The other has
settled in California and assumed a white identity, marrying a well-to-do
white man who doesn’t know her secret. How life plays out when a black
family moves into her exclusive neighborhood, and the twins’ daughters
meet, makes for a disturbing and thought-provoking novel. –LH

LAKE LIFE

by David James Poissant (Hardcover)
Simon & Schuster, $25.00; pub. 7/7/20

A family reunites at their lake house for one last vacation
before the home is sold. But what should to be a joyous
farewell takes a nightmarish turn when the family
witnesses a tragedy that triggers a series of dramatic
revelations among them—alcoholism, infidelity,
pregnancy, and a secret the parents have kept for over thirty years.

AFTERLIFE

by Julia Alvarez (Hardcover)
Algonquin Books, $25.95; pub. 4/7/20

The first adult novel in almost 15 years by the
bestselling author of In the Time of the Butterflies and
How the García Girls Lost Their Accents, Afterlife follows
the story of Antonia Vega, an immigrant writer who
has had the rug pulled out from under her. She has
just retired from the college where she taught English when her beloved
husband, Sam, suddenly dies. And then more jolts: her bighearted but
unstable sister disappears, and Antonia returns home one evening to
find a pregnant, undocumented teenager on her doorstep. Antonia has
always sought direction in the literature she loves—lines from her favorite
authors play in her head like a soundtrack—but now she finds that the
world demands more of her than words.

MOTHER DAUGHTER
WIDOW WIFE
by Robin Wasserman (Hardcover)
Scribner, $27.00; pub. 7/7/20

From the author of Girls on Fire comes a psychologically
riveting novel centered around a woman with no
memory, the scientists invested in studying her, and the
daughter who longs to understand.

IN THE VALLEY
by Ron Rash (Hardcover)

Doubleday, $26.95; pub. 8/4/20

Ron Rash’s newest work comprises a collection of ten
searing stories, as well as the return of the villainess
who propelled Serena to national acclaim, in a longawaited novella. Rash spins a haunting allegory of the
times we live in—rampant capitalism, the severing of
ties to the natural world in the relentless hunt for profit, the destruction
of body and soul with pills meant to mute our pain—and yet within this
world he illuminates acts of extraordinary decency and heroism.

This debut novel sees a young black woman in her
twenties living in Bushwick, Brooklyn, fall into art
and someone else’s open marriage. Razor-sharp,
darkly comic, sexually charged, socially disruptive,
yet still tender, Luster is a portrait of a woman trying
to make sense of her life in a tumultuous era.

THE BOOK OF LONGINGS
by Sue Monk Kidd (Hardcover)
Viking, $28.00; pub. 4/21/20

I always approach a new novel by a favorite author
with a certain amount of trepidation. What if
it doesn’t live up to my expectations? That was
certainly how I felt when I first picked up The Book
of Longings, having absolutely adored both The
Secret Life of Bees and The Invention of Wings. Could
Sue Monk Kidd do it again? The answer is a resounding yes. This is the
story of Ana, a fictional character whom Kidd imagines as the wife of
Jesus. Passionate, intelligent, and stubborn, she is unwilling to accept
the lot of women at the time. Her greatest desire is to write, to be what
she calls “a voice.” Through beautiful writing and meticulous research,
Kidd brings both Ana and Jesus to life as flesh and blood characters—
and in doing so gives voice to the many women who were silenced both
in the Bible and throughout history. –JBL

UTOPIA AVENUE
by David Mitchell (Hardcover)

Random House, $30.00; pub. 7/14/20

David Mitchell possesses the magic given to a
rare few, the gift of being an incredible storyteller.
His chronicle of a British band during a two-year
period in the late ‘60s mesmerizes from start to
finish while also brilliantly depicting a society still
recovering and revitalizing from a devastating war
and the edge of colossal changes. Utopia Avenue’s art is as revolutionary
as the world from which it derives and the four band members are
representative of the great changes on hand. As always with Mitchell
there are references to previous work, as his world is like the universe,
constantly bound together through the ages. Take a joyful journey and
follow the advice of another ‘60s group and come on and ride the
music. You will be thanking the author for a long time. –BC

FIGHT CLUB 3

by Chuck Palahniuk, illus. Cameron
Stewart & David Mack (Hardcover)

Signed
Copies
Available

Dark Horse Books, $39.99; pub. 4/14/20

Chuck Palahniuk is back with his latest creation.
Compiling 2019’s bestselling twelve-issue series is
collected in one massive hardcover, Fight Club 3 leads
a full frontal assault of the culture, from online dating
to weaponized STDs, as a strange picture frame opens a road to paradise.

THE DEATH OF VIVEK OJI
by Akwaeke Emezi (Hardcover)

Riverhead Books, $27.00; pub. 8/4/20

What does it mean for a family to lose a child
they never really knew? Propulsively readable and
teeming with unforgettable characters, this deeply
moving novel by the internationally acclaimed
author of Freshwater looks at how family and
friendship challenges expectations, unwinding a dramatic story of loss
and transcendence.
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FICTION

A CHILDREN’S BIBLE
by Lydia Millet (Hardcover)

A REGISTRY OF MY
PASSAGE UPON THE EARTH
by Daniel Mason (Hardcover)

Little, Brown and Company, $27.00; pub. 5/5/20

Daniel Mason has produced three exquisite novels
and now gifts readers with a superb collection of
stories. The nine works range in time from ancient
Egypt to the twentieth century, in place from
England to the Indonesian Archipelago and many
other locations in between, but all share a common bond of humans
constantly striving and seeking, of people trying to reach beyond
ordinary existence. These stories linked together perfectly portray
people not only struggling to survive but also searching for something
beyond basic life. As in all his work, Mason uses his outstanding
command of language to delve deep into the human condition and
provide enlightenment to what can ennoble the species. –BC

A BURNING

by Megha Majumdar (Hardcover)
Knopf, $25.95; pub. 6/2/20

Author
Event
June 23

This taut, controlled, powerful debut, told
masterfully from the three different viewpoints of
the three key characters, grabs the reader from
the first sentence and never lags. The conclusion
is disturbing yet inevitable considering all that the
novel has exposed about a corrupt society divided
by distinctions of class and religion. The fate of one innocent young
woman is decided by factors far outside her realm of experience and
reflects a world that has basically rejected the welfare of its subjects. This
is a novel of anger and an indictment, necessary in a world which has
become used to being ruled by absolutes with no basis in reason. –BC

SORRY FOR YOUR
TROUBLE
by Richard Ford (Hardcover)
Ecco, $27.99; pub. 5/12/20

It’s been 25 years since the Rea Award for
significant contribution to the short story was given
to Richard Ford. One hopes, in this new book of
three novellas and six short stories (two sets of the
form that here are nicely complementary) that
he’s got game. The news here is that he continues to take risks, offer
surprises, and reward the reader—by turn of phrase, twist of plot,
perspective, nuance, tale—throughout the whole book. My partner,
also a Ford fan, and I agree: it’s a favorite book by this great writer. –RH

W. W. Norton & Company, $25.95; pub. 5/12/20

Pulitzer Prize finalist Lydia Millet’s sublime new
novel follows a group of twelve eerily mature
children on a forced vacation with their families at
a sprawling lakeside mansion, and their decision
to run away, leading to a dangerous foray into the
apocalyptic chaos outside.

THE CENTER OF EVERYTHING
by Jamie Harrison (Hardcover)

Counterpoint, $26.00; pub. 6/9/20

I was completely engrossed in this lovely novel,
Harrison’s fifth—a lively family saga that took me
from Michigan to Long Island to Montana, where
much of the story is surrounded by stunning
mountains and the Yellowstone River. Polly
Schuster has a head injury that causes her to often
turn to her family’s past, reliving events from decades ago. Members of
her close-knit, dysfunctional family have their own memories, especially
following the disturbing disappearance of a close friend. The tale is
told with deep perception, color, and humor, and Harrison’s meticulous
rendering of the natural world makes me believe that she inherited
much of her dad, Jim Harrison’s, genius. A very wonderful book; highly
recommended. –LH

THE PARIS HOURS
by Alex George (Hardcover)

Flatiron Books, $26.99; pub. 5/5/20

What would happen if instead of burning all
of Marcel Proust’s notebooks, his maid kept the
last remaining one? And what would happen
if that last notebook made its way into Ernest
Hemingway’s hands? The Paris Hours follows four
characters, each on a quest to right a past wrong.

RAPHAEL, PAINTER
IN ROME
by Stephanie Storey (Hardcover)

Author
Event
June 18

Arcade, $24.99; pub. 4/7/20

Stephanie Storey tells of the creation of the
Sistine Chapel as never before: through the eyes
of Michelangelo’s fiercest rival—the young,
beautiful, brilliant painter of perfection, Raphael.

WHY I DON’T WRITE

RED DRESS IN BLACK
AND WHITE

Knopf, $25.00; pub. 8/4/20

Knopf, $26.95; pub. 5/26/20

by Susan Minot (Hardcover)

In “Green Glass” a bride and groom on their wedding
day express serious doubts about respective former
lovers—who are in attendance at the wedding. Doubts
arise begging larger questions about their relationship.
Another story reads as straight dialogue with most
lines no longer than five words, while the title story,
“Why I Don’t Write,” is a staccato monolog. “Boston Commons at Twilight”
would suggest tranquility, and this story is anything but. Minot is the winner
of the Prix Femina, as well as a poet, and extends her reach in this small gem
of a collection, Why I Don’t Write, clearly showing why she does. –RH
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by Elliot Ackerman (Hardcover)

Elliot Ackerman once again establishes himself as
one of the great forces in modern literature. His
novels and essays have provided uncommon depth
of understanding of a world in constant violent
conflict, all superbly written. His newest novel
once again delves into a world of corruption and deception, but this
is done on a much more personal level as the crisis of a marriage in
Istanbul reflects the underlying rot of society. Set over the course of
one day and developed through flashbacks, the reader learns the toll on
individuals and society of a world of deceit. –BC

FICTION

ANTKIND

by Charlie Kaufman (Hardcover)
Random House, $28.99; pub. 7/7/20

THE INDEX OF SELFDESTRUCTIVE ACTS
by Christopher Beha (Hardcover)

Tin House Books, $27.95; pub. 5/5/20

Sweeping in scope yet meticulous in its construction,
this remarkable family portrait is a masterful evocation
of New York City and its institutions. Over the course
of a single baseball season, Christopher Beha traces
the passing of the torch from the old establishment to
the new meritocracy, exploring how each generation’s failure helped land us
where we are today. Whether or not the world is ending, Beha’s characters
are all headed to apocalypses of their own making.

DEATH IN HER HANDS
by Ottessa Moshfegh (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $27.00; pub. 8/11/20

THE LION’S DEN

Signed
Copies
Available

by Katherine St. John (Hardcover)

Grand Central Publishing, $28.00 pub. 6/30/20

From one of our most ceaselessly provocative literary
talents, a novel of haunting metaphysical suspense
about an elderly widow whose life is upturned when
she finds an ominous note on a walk in the woods.

Sex, betrayal, and intrigue: A dream vacation on a
luxurious yacht turns deadly in this pulse-pounding
beach read.

SUSPENSE
THE REVELATORS
by Ace Atkins (Hardcover)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $27.00; pub. 7/14/20

BLACKTOP WASTELAND
by Shawn A. Cosby (Hardcover)
Author
Event
July 14

Atkins’ superb Quinn Colson series continues
right where it left off at the end of last year’s The
Shameless, when Quinn was shot and left for dead.
It’s been a long wait for fans, but it is sure worth
it as we get to see the sheriff and his crew mount
up for the penultimate battle against the state’s
crooked governor and the crime syndicate that has had a stronghold
in North Mississippi for years. This series continues to get deeper and
richer as Atkins mines the fertile soil of his fictional Tibbehah County.
–CM

A PRIVATE
CATHEDRAL

by James Lee Burke (Hardcover)
Simon & Schuster, $28.00; pub. 8/11/20

After finding himself in the middle of the
oldest family rivalry in New Iberia, Detective
Dave Robicheaux must battle perhaps the most
dangerous adversary he’s ever encountered: a
time-traveling, reptile-like assassin.

FLORIDA MAN
by David Joy (Hardcover)

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $27.00; pub. 7/28/20

B. Rosenberger Rosenberg is a failed film
critic who finds no joy in life until he witnesses
a movie directed by his neighbor, a production
Rosenberg considers the perfect film. When
the neighbor dies and the filmstock is destroyed
in a fire, it’s up to Rosenberg, through a
series of hallucinatory hypnotic trances, to try to recreate the film
by memory. With a cast of characters that include a murderous
Abbott and Costello, a jetpack-riding sentient ant, and the author
himself, Oscar-winning screenwriter Charlie Kaufman explores
the neuroticism, hypocrisy, divisiveness, and social awareness of an
America raised by Netflix and Youtube, Twitter and Facebook, and
red and blue states. –GO

A masterfully written, darkly hilarious generationspanning story showing how one small decision
can have big consequences in the swamplands of
Florida. Reed Crowe, amateur spelunker, begins
uncovering artifacts that change his understanding
of Emerald Island’s history. There are curses,
there are biblical storms, and there are sea monsters.

Flatiron Books, $26.99; pub. 7/14/20

After a series of financial calamities, Bug feels
he has no choice but to take one final job as the
getaway driver for a daring diamond heist that
could solve all his money troubles and allow him to
go straight once and for all.

IF IT BLEEDS

by Stephen King (Hardcover)
Scribner, $30.00; pub. 4/21/20

From the legendary master storyteller comes a
riveting collection of four new chilling novellas,
each pulling the reader into intriguing and
frightening places. Fan favorite character Holly
Gibney of the Mr. Mercedes trilogy and The
Outsider return.

DEVOLUTION
by Max Brooks (Hardcover)

Del Rey, $28.00; pub. 6/16/20

In this newest book by contemporary horror
legend Max Brooks, author of the Zombie Survival
Guide and World War Z, we see a group of neohippies realize their romanticized dream of getting
back to nature…and receive a (bloody, deadly)
lesson about what that truly means.
Square Books gift
cards are available
in any amount and
can be used online
or at all four Square
Books locations.
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HISTORY
ENEMY OF ALL MANKIND
by Steven Johnson (Hardcover)

Riverhead Books, $28.00; pub. 5/12/20

Steven Johnson uses the extraordinary story of 17thcentury pirate Henry Every and his crimes to explore
the emergence of the East India Company, the British
Empire, and the modern global marketplace: a densely
interconnected planet ruled by nations and corporations.

THE LOUVRE

by James Gardner (Hardcover)
Atlantic Monthly Press, $30.00; pub. 5/5/20

In 1191 Phillipe Auguste of France built a fortress to
protect the city of Paris. Undoubtedly, no one would have
predicted it would evolve into the world’s most famous
art museum—the Louvre. The progression and growth
from fort to palace to museum during the Reign of Terror
proves to be just as interesting as the story of how the amazing art was obtained,
preserved and, sometimes, lost from the 16th century through the Napoleonic
wars, the depredations of the Nazis and the current renovations. This is a
fascinating treat for any person who has ever visited the museum or wishes to
observe all of its many wonders. –BC

CODE NAME MADELEINE
by Arthur J. Magida (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $27.95; pub. 6/9/20

A well-researched, compelling history and a
thrilling tribute to Noor Inayat Khan, daughter
of an Indian Sufi mystic, whose courage and faith
guided her to become an unlikely World War II
heroine.

TWILIGHT OF THE GODS
by Ian W. Toll (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $40.00; pub. 7/21/20

The final volume of the magisterial Pacific War
Trilogy draws from a wealth of rich archival
sources and new material to create an authoritative
and riveting account of the final phase of the War
in the Pacific.

THE LIGHT OF DAYS
by Judy Batalion (Hardcover)

William Morrow, $28.99; pub. 6/23/20

This searing history follows the story of a cadre of Jewish
women in Poland and brings to light the extraordinary
accomplishments of these brave women who became
resistance fighters—a group of unknown heroes whose
exploits have never been chronicled in full, until now.

OPERATION VENGEANCE

by Dan Hampton (Hardcover)

William Morrow, $28.99; pub. 8/11/20

The New York Times bestselling author of Viper
Pilot delivers an electrifying narrative account of the topsecret U.S. plan to kill Isoroku Yamamoto, the Japanese
commander who masterminded Pearl Harbor, seen
through the stories of the pilots who flew the mission
and the moment-by-moment drama they experienced
in the air.
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IN DEEP

by David Rohde (Hardcover)
W. W. Norton & Company, $30.00; pub. 4/21/20

This sweeping exploration examines the CIA and
FBI scandals of the past fifty years, then investigates
the claims and counterclaims about the “Deep
State” during the Trump era, and the relentless
spread of conspiracy theories online and on-air.

A FURIOUS SKY
by Eric Jay Dolin (Hardcover)
Liveright, $29.95; pub. 8/4/20

Bestselling author Eric Jay Dolin tells the history of
America through its 500-year battle with the fury
of hurricanes, as well as the story of a changing
climate, forcing us to reckon with the reality that as
bad as the past has been, the future will probably
be worse, unless we drastically reimagine our
relationship with the planet.

THE VAPORS
by David Hill (Hardcover)

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $28.00; pub. 7/7/20

Gangsters, gamblers, and gamines once flocked to
Hot Springs, Arkansas, where small-town hustlers
and bigtime high rollers could make their fortunes
and hide from the law. This is the story of three
individuals—spanning the golden decades, from the
1930s through the 1960s—and the lavish casino whose spectacular rise
and fall would bring them together before blowing them apart.

CARVILLE’S CURE
by Pam Fessler (Hardcover)

Liveright, $28.95; pub. 7/14/20

The story of the only leprosy colony in the
continental US, located between Baton Rouge and
New Orleans, and the thousands who were exiled,
hidden away with their disease. With original
interviews and newly discovered archival material,
Pam Fessler presents an essential history of one of
America’s most shameful secrets.

FIRE IN PARADISE

by Alastair Gee & Dani Anguiano (Hardcover)
W. W. Norton & Company, $26.95; pub. 5/5/20

A dramatic and moving narrative of the most
destructive American wildfire in a century, based
on hundreds of in-depth interviews with residents,
firefighters and police, and scientific experts. also
explain the science of wildfires, write powerfully
about the role of the power company PG&E in the
blaze, and describe the efforts to raise Paradise from the ruins.

STEEPED IN THE BLOOD
OF RACISM
by Nancy K. Bristow (Hardcover)

Oxford University Press, $34.95; pub. 5/1/20

On May 15, 1970, white members of the Jackson
city police and the Mississippi Highway Patrol
opened fire on young people in front of a women’s
dormitory at Jackson State College, a historically
black college in Jackson, Mississippi. This book explores the essential role
of white supremacy in causing the shootings and shaping the aftermath.

HISTORY

DEEP DELTA JUSTICE
by Matthew Van Meter (Hardcover)

Little, Brown and Company, $28.00; pub. 7/28/20

CULT OF GLORY
by Doug J. Swanson (Hardcover)
Viking, $28.00; pub. 6/9/20

Ever since their inception, the Texas Rangers
have always held a mythological status in the
minds of the state and the world. Formed even
before the short lived Republic of Texas, the
Rangers have been a force since 1823 and their
actual and supposed feats have become the stuff
of legend. Unfortunately, that legend has also covered up a history
of savage violence, corruption and genocide. The Rangers have been
instrumental in border wars, protecting cattle barons and other vested
interests, and, of course, in the elimination of native tribes, particularly
the Comanche. And their record in the Civil Rights era was not much
better. This frightening yet fascinating history is meticulously delineated
in this history that follows the Rangers from creation to the present
day. –BC

POLITICS

by Kate Andersen Brower (Hardcover)
Harper, $28.99; pub. 5/19/20

by Robert Draper (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $30.00; pub. 7/28/20

From the author of Dead Certain comes the
definitive, revelatory reckoning with arguably
the most consequential decision in the history of
American foreign policy—the decision to invade
Iraq. Draper’s prodigious reporting has yielded
scores of new revelations, from the important to
the absurd.

BIOGRAPHY & MEMOIR
by Madeleine Albright (Hardcover)
Harper, $29.99; pub. 4/14/20

SIGNED FIRSTS CLUB

Sign up for a Square Books Signed Firsts subscription and
receive approximately one book per month, signed by
the author. If you’d like to join, call 662-236-2262 or email
signedfirsts@squarebooks.com.

TEAM OF FIVE

TO START A WAR

HELL AND OTHER
DESTINATIONS

In 1966 in a small Louisiana town, a 19-year-old
black man named Gary Duncan pulled his car off
the road to stop a fight between a group of four
white kids and two of Gary’s own cousins, setting
off a series of events that brought an end to a
form of injustice: denial of trial by jury. This is
the unforgettable story of one lawyer and his defendant who together
changed American law during the height of the Civil Rights era.

Signed
Copies
Available

Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
reflects on the final stages of one’s career, and
working productively into your later decades in this
revealing, funny, and inspiring memoir.

From the author of The Residence and First
Women comes a poignant look at the lives of five
former presidents—Jimmy Carter, George H. W.
Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack
Obama—in the wake of their White House years,
including the surprising friendships they have formed
through shared perspective and empathy. Kate Andersen Brower goes
beyond the White House to uncover what, exactly, comes after the
presidency, and how each of these men views his place in a nation
that has been upended by the Oval Office’s current, norm-breaking
occupant, President Donald Trump.

WHEN TRUTH IS ALL YOU
HAVE
by Jim McCloskey & Philip Lerman (Hardcover)
Doubleday, $26.95; pub. 7/14/20

From the founder of the first US organization
committed to freeing the wrongly imprisoned
comes a riveting story of devotion, sacrifice,
and vindication. Exploring McCloskey’s own
inspirational story, along with the stories of the
unjustly imprisoned for whom he has advocated, it is a chronicle of
faith and doubt; of triumphant success and shattering failure.

LIFE OF A KLANSMAN

MEMORIAL DRIVE

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $28.00; pub. 8/4/20

Ecco, $27.99; pub. 7/28/20

by Edward Ball (Hardcover)

From National Book Award–winner Edward Ball,
comes the story of Constant Lecorgne, a carpenter in
Louisiana who took up the cause of fanatical racism
during the years after the Civil War. Ball, Lecorgne’s
descendant, paints a portrait of his family’s antiblack militant that is part history, part memoir rich
in personal detail.

by Natasha Trethewey (Hardcover)

Author
Event
July 30

From native Mississippian, former U.S. poet
laureate, and Pulitzer Prize winner Natasha
Trethewey comes a searing recollection of her
early life and the events leading up to the 1985
murder of her mother by her stepfather. This is an
incredibly personal and obviously painful story but
it is also one that is well crafted, beautifully written, and unforgettable.
Trethewey demonstrates once again that she is a fierce and fearless
writer who is one of the best we have working today. –CM
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BIOGRAPHY & MEMOIR
THE MADWOMAN AND
THE ROOMBA

IN THE LAND OF GOOD
LIVING
by Kent Russell (Hardcover)
Knopf, $26.95; pub. 7/7/20

Whether prematurely freaking out about her kids’
college applications, worrying over her eccentric
aging father, or overcoming the pitfalls of long-term
partnership and the temptations of online goddess
webinars, Sandra Tsing Loh somehow navigates the
realities of what it means to be a middle-aged woman in the 21st century.

In the summer of 2016, Kent Russell and two
friends decided to make a thousand-mile journey
across his native Florida in order to seek its soul.
Intent on filming their adventure, they quickly
are reduced to a filthy trio pushing a shopping
cart of film equipment around as they encounter a random ever
rotating cast of characters. Despite the ensuing mayhem, the result
is a hilarious, moving, and thoughtful look at one of the nation’s
most iconic and schizophrenic states. –CM

HOME BAKED

BORGES AND ME

by Sandra Tsing Loh (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $25.95; pub. 6/2/20

by Alia Volz (Hardcover)

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $27.00
pub. 4/20/20

Signed
Copies
Available

by Jay Parini (Hardcover)

Doubleday, $27.95; pub. 8/4/20

This memoir is a pitch perfect description of San
Francisco in the ‘60s and ‘70s that details the author’s
mother and her entree into the counterculture as
she became the queen of pot baked goods in the
Bay Area long before the era of legalization. Volz
interweaves her own story of growing up with her mother in an extended
family filled with rich characters and wacky times. Don’t forget, it’s always
4:20 somewhere. –CM

THERE I AM

Signed
Copies
Available

by Ruthie Lindsey (Hardcover)
Gallery Books, $26.00; pub. 4/21/20

Brain On Fire meets Carry On, Warrior in Ruthie
Lindsey’s inspirational memoir about living with
chronic pain, overcoming addiction, despair,
and grief in the wake of an accident that nearly
paralyzed her.

THE DRAGONS, THE GIANT,
THE WOMEN
by Wayétu Moore (Hardcover)

Graywolf Press, $26.00; pub. 6/2/20

An engrossing memoir of escaping the First Liberian
Civil War and building a life in the United States that
shines a light on the great political and personal forces
that continue to affect many migrants around the
world, and calls us all to acknowledge the tenacious
power of love and family.

MOTHERS
BEFORE

by Edan Lepucki (Hardcover)
Abrams Image, $24.99
pub. 4/7/20

In this remarkable collection,
bestselling novelist Edan
Lepucki gathers more than
sixty original essays and favorite photographs
from writers and poets, artists and teachers to
explore the question: Who was your mother
before she became a mother?
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It’s not often we get a deep and first-hand look
into the real life of a literary hero, but that’s
what this memoir offers. While a graduate
student in Scotland in the early 1970s, Parini
was asked by his mentor to host an elderly,
blind, Latin American writer who wanted to
“see” the countryside. Parini, running from
the Vietnam draft and afflicted with tunnel vision by his thesis,
was unfamiliar with Borges or his work, but soon realized he was
in for the adventure of his life. His account of their antic escapade
across Scotland, and their conversations, is enlightening, maddening,
wacky, very funny, and life-changing for Parini. Borges! Who knew.
Loved this book. –LH

THE CHIFFON TRENCHES
by André Leon Talley (Hardcover)

Ballentine Books, $28.00; pub. 9/8/20

Hold onto your Philip Treacy hats, fashionistas
and fans of the NYC highlife and magazine
world! The iconic Andre Leon Talley tells all in
this juicy memoir, from his humble childhood
in North Carolina, his time working with Andy
Warhol, to his rise as creative director at Vogue and
becoming the most influential man in the cutthroat world of fashion. But it’s not all glamorous Paris runway shows,
hobnobbing with celebs, and champagne; Talley reveals the racism
and personal struggles he encountered along the way, frankly naming
names and calling out famous enemies. An intimate, powerful expose
of the last fifty years in the fashion industry—truly a great American
story. Lagniappe: great color and b&w photos. –LH

For Moms & Dads
TO ME, HE
WAS JUST DAD

NAVIGATE
YOUR STARS

Artisan, $22.95; pub. 3/31/20

Scribner, $16.00; pub. 4/7/20

by Joshua David Stein
(Hardcover)

An intimate look at the
family lives of notable
and notorious fathers,
with first-person essays from their children
that pay tribute to the complex, profound
relationships between kids and their dads.

by Jesmyn Ward, illus. Gina
Triplett (Hardcover)
A powerful, uplifting, and
gorgeously
illus-trated
meditation on perseverance
and hard work, even in the face of struggle, from
the beloved, bestselling, and multiple awardwinning Mississippi author of Sing, Unburied,
Sing, Salvage the Bones, and Men We Reaped.

LITERARY NON-FICTION
BROWN ALBUM

by Porochista Khakpour (Paperback)
Vintage, $16.00; pub. 5/19/20

Author
Event
June 11

This stirring collection of essays draws from more
than a decade of the much-acclaimed novelist
and essayist Porochista Khakpour’s work, with
new material. Altogether, it reveals the tolls that
immigrant life in this country can take on a person
and the joys that life can give.

THE OXFORD
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY
OF THE BOOK
by James Raven (Hardcover)

Oxford University Press, $39.95; pub. 7/1/20

This collection of 14 original essays by leading
international scholars reveals the history of
books in all their forms, from the ancient world
to the digital present, creating an original and richly illustrated narrative
that is global in scope. Each chapter of this volume, succinctly bounded
by period and geography, offers incisive and stimulating insights into the
relationship between books and the story of their times.

POETRY

by Molly McCully Brown (Hardcover)
Persea, $24.95; pub. 6/2/20

In 17 intimate essays, acclaimed poet Molly
McCully Brown explores living within and beyond
the limits of a body—in her case, one shaped since
birth by cerebral palsy, a permanent and often
painful movement disorder.

FUNNY WEATHER
by Olivia Laing (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $26.95; pub. 5/12/20

Funny Weather brings together a career’s worth of
Laing’s writing about art and culture, and their role
in our political and emotional lives.

NOTHING IS
WRONG AND HERE IS WHY
by Alexandra Petri (Hardcover)

W. W. Norton & Company, $25.95; pub. 6/2/20

In these impossibly cheerful essays by
acclaimed Washington Post satirist Alexandra
Petrion, the routine horrors of the present era
explain everything from the resurgence of measles
to the fiasco of the presidency.

MIDDLE DISTANCE
by Stanley Plumly (Hardcover)

WORLD WITHOUT END
by Claude Wilkinson (Paperback)
Slant, $12.00; pub. 3/26/20

The fourth poetry collection from native
Mississippian and former Grisham writer in
residence at Ole Miss Claude Wilkinson explores
the seemingly infinite spiritual implications woven
throughout our experience in the natural world.
The poems are organized into meditations on
family and community, spiritual worldviews, art and its insights, and
nature’s endless source of ever-relevant metaphor.

A LITTLE HISTORY OF
POETRY
by John Carey (Hardcover)

Yale University Press, $25.00; pub. 4/21/20

PLACES I’VE TAKEN MY BODY

A vital, engaging, and hugely enjoyable guide to
poetry, from ancient times to the present, by one
of our greatest champions of literature.

W. W. Norton & Company, $26.95; pub. 8/18/20

After a cancer diagnosis, acclaimed poet Stanley
Plumly found himself in the middle distance—
looking back at his childhood in Ohio and a
rich lifetime of family and friends, while gazing
into a future shaped by the press of mortality.
In this new work, his final collection, he pushed
onward into new territory in extended hybrid forms and revelatory
prose pieces.   

MY BABY FIRST BIRTHDAY
by Jenny Zhang (Paperback)

Tin House Books, $15.95; pub. 5/12/20

In a radiant and tender collection that
examines innocence, Jenny Zhang writes
about accepting pain, about the way we
fetishize womanhood and motherhood, and
reduce women to their violations, traumas,
and body parts.

Square Books has partnered with Libro.fm to bring you the
best digital audiobooks for adults and children alike. You’ll find
bestsellers and great books hand picked by Square Books and other
independent bookstores. By choosing Libro.fm, which offers over
150,000 titles, you support a local bookstore and invest in your local
community. Visit libro.fm/squarebooks to start listening.
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SPORTS

24

by Willie Mays & John Shea (Hardcover)
St. Martin’s Press, $28.99; pub. 5/12/20

LOU GEHRIG

Presented in the voice of Willie Mays, alongside
the voices of others whose lives he has touched—
including Hank Aaron, George W. Bush, Barack
Obama, Vin Scully, and more—this revealing
authorized book emphasizes Willie’s unique and
lasting place in American history, culture, and
public life.

by Alan D. Gaff (Hardcover)
Simon & Schuster, $26.00; pub. 5/12/20

In 1927, the legendary Lou Gehrig sat down to
write the remarkable story of his life and career,
which was published that year as popular weekly
columns in The Oakland Tribune. Until now, those
pages were lost to history.

SEEING SERENA

THE INSIDE GAME
by Keith Law (Hardcover)

William Morrow, $28.99; pub. 4/21/20

by Gerald Marzorati (Hardcover)

Keith Law, the ESPN baseball writer and author
of Smart Baseball, offers a dissection of some of
the best and worst decisions in modern baseball,
explaining what motivated them, what can be
learned from them, and how their legacy has
shaped the game.

Scribner, $26.00; pub. 8/4/20

A riveting chronicle of trailblazing tennis champion
and cultural icon Serena Williams’s turbulent 2019
tour season and a revealing portrait of who she is,
both on and off the court.

DUMB LUCK AND THE
KINDNESS OF STRANGERS

THE DIVINE MISS MARBLE
by Robert Weintraub (Hardcover)

by John Gierach (Hardcover)

Dutton, $28.00; pub. 7/14/20

Simon & Schuster, $27.00; pub. 6/2/20

Bestselling author Robert Weintraub traveled the
country to uncover the fascinating story of 1930s
tennis icon Alice Marble, and her life of sports,
celebrity, and incredible mystery.

In his latest collection—witty, shrewd, and as
always a joy to read—Gierach shows us why flyfishing is the perfect antidote to everything that is
wrong with the world.

MUSIC

BROTHER ROBERT

by Annye C. Anderson & Preston Lauterbach (Hardcover)

REMAIN IN LOVE
by Cjros Framtz (Hardcover)

St. Martin’s Press, $29.99; pub. 7/21/20

Signed
Copies
Available

The drummer for the iconic bands Talking Heads
and Tom Tom Club has penned a classic memoir
about his time with those bands and his wife and
fellow bandmate, Tina Weymoth. From his time at
Rhode Island School of Design with David Byrne
and Tina to the early days of the band performing
at CBGB to the success of their breakthrough album Stop Making
Sense and beyond, Franz lays it all out in great fashion. –CM

ALWAYS THE QUEEN

by Denise LaSalle & David Whiteis (Paperback)
University of Illinois Press, $19.95; pub. 6/15/20

Denise LaSalle’s journey took her from rural
Mississippi to an unquestioned reign as the queen
of soul-blues. As honest and no-nonsense as the
artist herself, this is LaSalle’s in-her-own-words
story of a lifetime in music.  

Hachette Books, $28.00; pub. 6/9/20

In this intimate memoir, nonagenarian
Annye Anderson sheds new light on a figure
largely obscured by his own legend: her kind
and incredibly talented stepbrother, Robert
Johnson. This book chronicles Johnson’s
unconventional path to stardom—from the
harrowing story behind his illegitimate birth, to his first strum of
the guitar, to the genre-defining recordings that would one day
secure his legacy.

CHASING CHOPIN
by Annik LaFarge (Hardcover)

Simon & Schuster, $27.00; pub. 8/11/20

Part adventure story, part music theory, part
biography, and entirely captivating, Annik
LaFarge tells the story of how Frédéric
Chopin wrote his most famous work, Opus
35, including the unorthodox “Funeral
March,” to explain why his innovative music
still matters centuries later.

www.thackermountain.com

Thacker Mountain Radio is broadcast
statewide on Saturdays at 7 p.m. on Mississippi Public Radio.
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ART

MIRANDA JULY
by Miranda July (Hardcover)

WARHOL

by Blake Gopnik (Hardcover)
Ecco, $45.00; pub. 4/28/20

Wide-ranging and immersive, this definitive
biography gives us the most robust and intricate
picture to date of a man and artist who consistently
defied easy categorization and whose life and work
continue to profoundly affect our culture and
society today.

ART =

Prestel, $50.00; pub. 4/14/20

Filmmaker. Author. Performer. Shopkeeper.
Miranda July is brought to life in a series of candid
recollections by friends, collaborators, curators,
assistants, and audience members, such as Carrie
Brownstein, David Byrne, Spike Jonze, and July
herself. This chronological survey spans the artist’s entire career to date,
including her early plays and fanzines, participatory works, and personal
projects which illuminate the multidimensionality and timeliness of her work.

A SOJOURN IN PARADISE
by Howard Philips Smith (Hardcover)

by The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Hardcover)
Phaidon Press, $75.00; pub. 7/8/20

Featuring more than 800 artworks from
the collection, this groundbreaking book—
organized by thematic keywords rather than
chronologically or geographically—offers fresh,
unconventional ways of engaging with visual
culture.

MYTHOLOGY
HEROES

by Stephen Fry (Hardcover)
Chronicle Books, $29.95; pub. 6/2/20

In this sequel to the bestselling Mythos, legendary
author and actor Stephen Fry moves from the
exploits of the Olympian gods to the deeds
of mortal heroes, including Perseus, Jason,
Atalanta, and Heracles.

THE WORLDS OF J. R. R.
TOLKIEN
by John Garth (Hardcover)

Princeton University Press, $29.95; pub. 6/9/20

An illustrated journey into the life and imagination
of one of the world’s best-loved authors, The Worlds
of J. R. R. Tolkien provides a unique exploration of
the relationship between the real and the fantastical.

SCIENCE & NATURE
BLOOMING FLOWERS
by Kasia Boddy (Hardcover)

Yale University Press, $22.00; pub. 6/23/20

An evocative and richly illustrated exploration
of flowers, from the first daffodils of spring to
the last chrysanthemums of autumn, this is
also a book about seasons. In vibrant detail and
drawing on a rich array of illustrations, Kasia
Boddy considers how the sunflower, poppy, rose,
lily—and many others—have given meaning,
value, pleasure, and inspiration throughout history, and why they are
integral to so many different cultures.

University Press of Mississippi, $50.00; pub. 6/15/20

This detailed study of famed fashion and
celebrity photographer Jack Robinson’s
early life and photography illustrates the
contributions of a gifted, gay artist whose quiet
spirit and constant interior struggle found
refuge in New Orleans, the city where he was able to find himself, for a
time, free from society’s grip and open to exploring life on his own terms.

FOXFIRE STORY
by Foxfire Fund Inc (Paperback)
Anchor, $19.95; pub. 4/28/20

This is a wonderful compliment to any volume
of the Foxfire series and a great way to introduce
Foxfire to a new generation of readers. This book
is swimming with oral tradition and the richness
of the story telling that adds so much to Southern
culture. Funny, unusual, and uniquely Southern,
Foxfire has done it again. –AM

SPEED READER

Sign up for our weekly newsletter, Speed
Reader, featuring book news, new releases,
and upcoming events at Square Books at
www.squarebooks.com

THE LANGUAGE OF
BUTTERFLIES
by Wendy Williams (Hardcover)

Simon & Schuster, $26.00; pub. 6/2/20

I would say butterflies are the world’s
favorite critters! Williams, in this smart,
entertaining book, tells us why: they are tough,
intelligent, creative, incredibly gorgeous, and
environmentally important—even their scales
are inspiring biologists to create life-saving medical advances. A
warm, profound look at these miraculous beings and their critical
place in our world. Just in time for their uplifting appearance this
summer, and we all will be needing that. –LH
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SCIENCE & NATURE
LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS
by Conor Knighton (Hardcover)
Crown, $28.00; pub. 4/7/20

From CBS Sunday Morning correspondent Conor
Knighton comes a behind-the-scenery look at
his year traveling to each of our National Parks,
discovering the most beautiful places and most
interesting people our country has to offer.

LEAVE IT AS IT IS
by David Gessner (Hardcover)

Simon & Schuster, $28.00; pub. 8/11/20

Part travelogue through America’s national parks,
part biography of one of conservationists’ most
beloved advocates, Leave It As It Is tells the story
of Teddy Roosevelt’s efforts to defend America’s
land itself, and what he can teach us about
preserving wild spaces today.

WHAT IT’S LIKE TO BE A BIRD

by David Allen Sibley (Hardcover)
Knopf, $35.00; pub. 4/14/20

“Can birds smell?” “Is this the same cardinal that was
at my feeder last year?” “Do robins ’hear’ worms?”
David Sibley answers the most frequently asked
questions about the birds we see most often. Geared
as much to nonbirders as it is to the out-and-out
obsessed, this special, large-format volume covers more than two hundred
species and includes more than 330 new illustrations by the author.

ENTANGLED LIFE
by Merlin Sheldrake (Hardcover)

Random House, $28.00; pub. 5/12/20

Merlin Sheldrake shows us the world from a fungal
point of view, providing an exhilarating change of
perspective.

THE SIRENS OF MARS
by Sarah Stewart Johnson (Hardcover)
Crown, $28.99; pub. 7/21/20

Georgetown scientist Sarah Stewart Johnson tells the
story of how she and other researchers have scoured
Mars for signs of life, transforming the planet from a
distant point of light into a world of its own.

WHY FISH DON’T EXIST
by Lulu Miller (Hardcover)

Simon & Schuster, $26.00; pub. 4/14/20

I love a good obsession story, especially if it’s
entwined with a disaster! Lulu Miller, an NPR
science reporter for fifteen years, stumbled on
the fascinating true story of David Starr Jordan,
a late-19th century scientist who amassed one
of the most important collections of fish in
the world...until 1906, when the San Francisco
earthquake smashed more than a thousand of his specimen jars, and
his life’s work. He can’t go on. He goes on. How is a big part of this
story, as is the personal life-lesson Lulu Miller takes from it. –LH

OWLS OF THE EASTERN
ICE
by Jonathan C. Slaght (Hardcover)

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $27.00; pub. 8/4/20

American researcher and conservationist
Jonathan Slaght takes us on a journey to eastern
Russia in search of the world’s largest, and
most elusive, owl. There we join a small team
for late-night monitoring missions and on mad
dashes across thawing rivers; drink vodka with mystics, hermits, and
scientists; and listen to fireside tales of Amur tigers. Most captivating
of all are the fish owls themselves: vicious hunters, devoted parents,
singers of eerie duets, and irrepressible survivors in a harsh and
shrinking habitat.

by Leah Goren (Hardcover)
Prestel, $19.95; pub. 4/7/20

The connection between women and cats is timeless—
explore how this truth endures through Leah Goren’s
enchanting artwork, along with contributions by over
25 women, from novelist Emma Straub, to a rescuer
of neonatal kittens, to the head of a South African
cheetah rehabilitation and conservation organization.

THE BOOK OF EELS
by Patrick Svensson (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $28.00; pub. 5/26/20

Part H Is for Hawk, part The Soul of an Octopus, The
Book of Eels is both a meditation on the world’s most
elusive fish—the eel—and a reflection on the human
condition.

THE BIRD WAY

by Jennifer Ackerman (Hardcover)
Penguin Press, $28.00; pub. 5/5/20

From the New York Times bestselling author of The
Genius of Birds comes a radical investigation into the
bird way of being, and the recent scientific research
that it dramatically shifting our understanding of
birds—how they live and how they think.

THE END OF EVERYTHING

GORY DETAILS

Scribner, $26.00; pub. 8/4/20

National Geographic, $26.00; pub. 9/8/20

by Katie Mack (Hardcover)

From one of the rising stars in astrophysics, an
accessible and eye-opening look at five different
ways the universe could end, and the mindblowing lessons each scenario reveals about the
most important concepts in physics.
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CATLADY

by Erika Engelhaupt (Hardcover)
Infused with Mary Roach-style humor and
science and filled to the brim with far-out facts,
this wickedly informative narrative illuminates
the gross, strange, morbid, and outright absurd
realities of our bodies, the Earth, and universe.

CULINARY
DIRT

by Bill Buford (Hardcover)
Knopf, $28.95; pub. 5/5/20

La tete haute, foodies and francophiles! Buford,
long-time New Yorkerwriter and author of one
of my favorite old reads, Among the Thugs,
turned his attention to food and cooking with
the bestseller Heat, about learning to cook with
Mario Batali. Dirt plunges into the restaurant
world of Lyon, capital of French cooking, to reveal the history and
secrets of that cuisine in this hilarious (Talleyrand was a “hypocrite
scumbag”), profane, (“Putain de merde,” a waiter remarks tragically
after a baker’s death), and very personal account of his time cooking
in Lyon kitchens. –LH

CHEFS’ FRIDGES

by Carrie Solomon & Adrian Moore (Hardcover)
Harper Design, $40.00; pub. 5/19/20

Filled with exclusive photographs and interviews
granted especially for this book, a personal look
into the refrigerators and kitchens of more than
35 of the world’s top chefs. You’ll feel as if you are
having a conversation with a great chef as they
stand before an open fridge, deciding what to eat.

WOMEN IN THE KITCHEN
by Anne Willan (Hardcover)

Scribner, $28.00; pub. 8/11/20

Anne Willan, one of the food world’s most
esteemed cooks and teachers, profiles 12 female
cooks—from Hannah Woolley in the 1600s to
Fannie Farmer, Julia Child, and Alice Waters—
highlighting their achievements and contributions,
along with several original recipes from each cook
and her own modern-day, rigorously tested take on
each one.

SERIAL GRILLER
by Matt Moore (Hardcover)

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $26.99; pub. 4/21/20

The author of South’s Best Butts and A Southern
Gentleman’s Kitchen showcases different grilling
methods and diverse cuisines. After a review
of the basics, Matt Moore takes the reader on
a tour across America to round up authentic
stories, coveted recipes, and indispensable tips
from the all-star grill masters of the South and beyond.

THE UNITED STATES OF
COCKTAILS
by Brian Bartels (Hardcover)

Abrams Image, $24.99; pub. 9/8/20

An illustrated celebration of the cocktail history of
every state in America. After traveling around the
nation and sampling the drinks on offer, cocktail
authority Brian Bartels serves up a book that is
equal parts recipe collection, travelogue, historical
miscellany, bartender’s manual, and guide to bar culture today.

Chef Memoirs
EAT A PEACH

by David Chang & Gabe Ulla (Hardcover)
Clarkson Potter, $28.00; pub. 9/14/20

The chef behind Momofuku and star of
Netflix’s Ugly Delicious gets uncomfortably real
in his debut memoir. Full of grace, candor, grit,
and humor, David Chang lays bare his mistakes
and wonders about his extraordinary luck as he
recounts the improbable series of events that led
him to the top of his profession. He wrestles with his lifelong feelings
of otherness and inadequacy, explores the mental illness that almost
killed him, and finds hope in the shared value of deliciousness. Along
the way, Chang gives us a penetrating look at restaurant life, in which
he balances his deep love for the kitchen with unflinching honesty
about the industry’s history of brutishness and its uncertain future.

REBEL CHEF

by Dominique Crenn & Emma Brockes (Hardcover)
Penguin Press, $28.00; pub. 6/9/20

An honest and revealing look at the author as
she becomes the first female executive chef in
Indonesia, competes on Iron Chef, and is featured
on Netflix’s Chef ’s Table, while at the same time
speaking out on restaurant culture, sexism,
immigration, and climate change.

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL
HUNGER
by Lisa Donovan (Hardcover)

Penguin Press, $28.00; pub. 8/14/20

In the school of the late John Egerton, renowned
pastry chef Lisa Donovan’s memoir of cooking,
survival, and the incredible power in reclaiming
the stories of women is an unforgettable Southern
journey of class, gender, and race as told at the
table.

EVERYTHING IS UNDER
CONTROL
by Phyllis Grant (Hardcover)

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $25.00; pub. 4/21/20

Written with the raw transparency of a diarist,
this is an unputdownable series of vignettes
followed by tried-and-true recipes from the
author’s table—a heartrending yet unsentimental
portrait of the highs and lows of young adulthood,
motherhood, and a life in the kitchen.

OFF SQUARE BOOKS has
travel, gardening/home, humor,
cooking, architecture, and health,
plus gifts, magazines, and bargain
& collectible books.
662-236-2828 @OFFSQUAREBOOKS
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SQUARE
BOOKS,
JR.
Monday-Saturday: 9 am-7 pm
Sunday: 11 am-5 pm

Call (662) 236-2207 or visit www.squarebooks.com/junior

PICTURE BOOKS

THE BEST WORST POET EVER

by Lauren Stohler; Ages 4–8
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, $17.99; pub. 8/4/20

LEAFY CRITTERS

Silly, ridiculous, nonsensical banter. Exactly what folks need in
a poetry book, most of the time. –JM

by Yvonne Lacet; Ages 3+
Blue Dot Kids Press, $16.95; pub. 5/5/20

A unique and practical children’s art-and-craft book, perfect
for those who love Eric Carle, that looks to the natural world
for inspiration and artistic materials.

EVERY COLOR OF LIGHT

by Hiroshi Osada, illus. Ryoji Arai, trans. David Boyd; Ages 4+
Enchanted Lion Books, $16.95; pub. 6/23/20
A gentle and lyrical bedtime story told by the elements in a lush,
green forest in and after the rain.

TEN FAT SAUSAGES

by Michelle Robinson, illus. Tor Freeman; Ages 3–7
Penguin Workshop, $10.99; pub. 4/28/20

Count along in this hilarious rhyming picture book as ten
sizzling sausages attempt a daring escape from the frying pan!

THE WORLD NEEDS MORE PURPLE PEOPLE

by Kristen Bell & Benjamin Hart, illus. Daniel Wiseman; Ages 3–7
Random House Books for Young Readers, $17.99; pub. 6/2/20
Actress, producer, and parent Kristen Bell and creative director
and parent Benjamin Hart have created a hilarious and joyous
read-aloud that offers a wonderful message about embracing
the things that bring us together as humans.

THIS WAY, CHARLIE

by Caron Levis, illus. Charles Santoso; Ages 4–8
Abrams Books for Young Readers, $17.99; pub. 4/21/20
From the moment I saw it, I loved This Way, Charlie, like
I loved my own childhood pony, Cocoa. The joy of the
outdoors and the compassion and kindness that Jack shows
Charlie, grows a lasting friendship full of delights. –JM

LOVE BY SOPHIA

by Jim Averbeck, illus. Yasmeen Ismai; Ages 4–8
Margaret K. McElderry Books, $17.99; pub. 6/16/20
Eloise meets They All Saw a Cat in this third Sophia book,
showcasing Sophia’s grit, charm, exceptional problem-solving
skills and unmatched creativity and imagination, as she and her
pet giraffe Noodle learn how to look at life, love, and art from a new perspective.

FIRST DAY CRITTER JITTERS
by Jory John, illus. Liz Climo; Ages 4–8
Dial Books, $17.99; pub. 7/7/20

It’s almost the first day of school, and the animals are nervous.
Sloth worries about being late, snake can’t seem to get his
backpack fastened on his body, and bunny is afraid about sitting
still—but by the end of the day, they find out school isn’t so scary!

LLAMA UNLEASHES THE ALPACALYPSE

WHAT ABOUT WORMS!?

by Jonathan Stutzman, illus. Heather Fox; Ages 4–8

by Ryan T. Higgins & Mo Willems; Ages 4–8

Henry Holt & Co., $18.99; pub. 5/5/20
Dream team Jonathan Stutzman and Heather Fox return to the
disastrous world of Llama for an even funnier, even stranger,
and even yummier sequel to Llama Destroys the World.

Hyperion Books for Children, $9.99; pub. 5/19/20

From #1 New York Times best-selling author Ryan T. Higgins
comes What About Worms!? Tiger is big. Tiger is brave. And Tiger
is NOT afraid of anything . . . except WORMS! Are Tiger’s worm
worries worse than worms?

BALONEY AND FRIENDS
by Greg Pizzoli; Ages 4–8

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $12.99; pub. 4/21/20
In this graphic novel for newly independent readers, Baloney
and his friends step into spotlight and embody all the charm of
childhood in three short tales and three mini-comics that invite
readers to join the fun...and at the end, learn to draw all the
characters with clear step-by-step instructions!

I’M STICKING WITH YOU

by Smriti Prasadam-Halls, illus. Steve Small; Ages 4–8
Henry Holt & Co., $18.99; pub. 5/5/20
This charming picture book tells the story of two friends who
stick together through thick and thin—until one friend decides
to strike out on his own.
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LONE WOLF

by Sarah Kurpiel; Ages 4–8
Greenwillow Books, $17.99; pub. 5/19/20
Maple loves being the Parker family’s pet dog . . . but
why does everyone else think she’s a wolf? This question
sparks an identity crisis and a spirited journey of selfdiscovery for Maple the husky. A tale of family, self-acceptance, and belonging, this
perfectly paced debut strikes the balance between heartwarming and hilarious.

WELCOME TO THE PARTY

by Gabrielle Union, illus. Ashley Evans; Ages 4–8
HarperCollins, $18.99; pub. 5/5/20
New York Times bestselling author and actress Gabrielle Union
pens a festive and universal love letter from parents to little
ones, perfect for welcoming a baby to the party of life! Union’s
playful rhyming text, together with Ashley Evans’s charming
illustrations, create a wonderful gift for families everywhere.

Join us at Square Books Jr. for a fun-filled storytime every Wednesday and Saturday at10 a.m!

MIDDLE GRADE
IGGY PECK AND THE MYSTERIOUS
MANSION
by Andrea Beaty, illus. David Roberts; Ages 6-9
Amulet Books, $12.99; pub. 5/12/20

When Iggy Peck’s not making houses out of food, his
head is up in the clouds, dreaming of design. When Ada
Twist’s Aunt Bernice inherits an old, potentially haunted
house filled with countless rooms from all his favorite architectural periods,
they realize something’s not quite right . . . a number of priceless antiques
have gone missing. It takes all of Iggy and his friends’ knowledge to solve the
mystery!

WHAT WE FOUND IN THE CORN MAZE
AND HOW IT SAVED A DRAGON

by Henry Clark; Ages 8-12
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $16.99; pub. 5/5/20

When three kids discover a book of magic spells that can
only be cast during a few short minutes a day, they’ll need
all the time they can get to save a dying magical world, its
last dragon, and themselves.

THE ONE AND ONLY BOB

by Katherine Applegate; Ages 8-12
HarperCollins, $18.99; pub. 5/5/20

Return to the unforgettable world of the Newbery Medalwinning and bestselling novel The One and Only Ivan in
this incredible sequel. Bob sets out on a dangerous
journey in search of his long-lost sister with the help
of his two best friends, Ivan and Ruby. As a hurricane
approaches and time is running out, Bob finds courage he never knew he had
and learns the true meaning of friendship and family.

FIVE THINGS ABOUT AVA ANDREWS

by Margaret Dilloway; Ages 8-12
Balzer + Bray, $16.99; pub. 6/9/20

From Margaret Dilloway, author of Summer of a Thousand
Pies, comes a heartfelt and funny story about a shy elevenyear-old who learns to manage her anxiety through
improv classes—and discovers her activist voice.

QUINTESSENCE

by Jess Redman; Ages 8-12
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $16.99; pub. 7/28/20
In this heartfelt novel, a girl goes on a quest to return
a fallen star to the sky, and along the way discovers
friendship, magic, and the strength of her own soul.

THE UNADOPTABLES

by Hannah Tooke; Ages 8-12

Viking Books for Young Readers, $17.99; pub. 7/21/20

Neil Gaiman meets Hans Christian Andersen in this
delicious fairy tale full of mysterious spirits, daring escapes,
and a beautiful message about the power of found families.

ONE LAST SHOT

by John David Anderson; Ages 8-12
Walden Pond Press, $16.99; pub. 5/5/20

The acclaimed author of Ms. Bixby’s Last Day and Posted
returns with an unforgettable coming-of-age story of
humor, heart, and competitive miniature golf. A humorous
and heartfelt story about the ways in which we can fail to
connect with those close to us, no matter how many shots
we take—and the courage required to keep playing.

WE DREAM OF SPACE
by Erin Entrada Kelly; Ages 8-12

Greenwillow Books, $16.99; pub. 5/5/20

Newbery Medal–winning and bestselling author Erin
Entrada Kelly transports readers to 1986 and introduces
them to the unforgettable Cash, Fitch, and Bird Thomas
in this pitch-perfect middle grade novel about family,
friendship, tragedy, science, and exploration.

MR. TIGER, BETSY, AND THE BLUE MOON

by Sally Gardner, illus. Nick Maland; Ages 8-12
Penguin Workshop, $16.99; pub. 4/7/20

Award-winning author Sally Gardner delivers a whimsical
tale about the daughter of a mermaid and an ice cream
maker, a mysterious talking tiger, and a challenge as big
as the moon. Told with beautiful one-color illustrations
throughout, this modern fairy tale teaches us that happiness is sometimes big
enough to solve even the toughest problems.

KINGDOM CAPER #1

by Brett Bean; Ages 8-12
Penguin Workshop, $16.99; pub. 7/7/20
The lion has gone missing? The king cobra has vanished?
Crack the case with the Zoo Patrol Squad in this series of
younger graphic novels filled with zany animals, wild
adventures, and unbelievable mysteries.

THE MYSTERY OF THE MOON TOWER
by Francesco Sedita & Prescott Seraydarian,
illus. Steve Hamaker; Ages 8-12

Viking Books for Young Readers, $12.99; pub. 4/21/20

Summer camp just became a whole lot more interesting
when five curious kids accept a mysterious project: work
together as a team to uncover a series of strange clues,
reveal a secret path—and follow its twists and turns to a
legendary treasure! Join in the fun in this lively, clever debut graphic novel
sure to appeal to fans of the Last Kids on Earth and Lumberjanes series.

THE BAD GUYS IN THE DAWN OF THE
UNDERLORD (THE BAD GUYS #11)

by Aaron Blabey; Ages 7-10
Scholastic, $6.99; pub. 7/7/20

The Bad Guys—sorry, Shadow Squad-G—have finally saved
the world from butt-handed evil. And now it’s time to
celebrate! But when one member of the team makes a
shocking discovery, the party might be over sooner than everyone thinks...
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MIDDLE GRADE
EIGHT PRINCESSES AND A MAGIC
MIRROR
by Natasha Farrant & Lydia Corry; Ages 9-12

THE MYSTERIOUS MESSENGER
by Gilbert Ford; Ages 9-12

Henry Holt & Co., $16.99; pub. 7/21/20

A smart, big-hearted middle grade urban fantasy, starring
young psychic Maria de la Cruz, with gorgeous illustrations
throughout.

Norton Young Readers, $19.95; pub. 5/5/20

Here are princesses for the Rebel Girls generation: bold,
empowered, and determined to be true to themselves
in these beautifully imagined stories, complemented by
vibrant and inviting artwork that offer the pleasure and familiarity of traditional
tales with refreshingly modern themes.

SPARK AND THE LEAGUE OF URSUS
by Robert Repino; Ages 9-12

Quirk Books, $16.99; pub. 4/21/20

Toy Story meets Stranger Things in this epic tale of warrior
teddy bears and the children they protect. Spark is not your
average teddy bear. She’s soft and cuddly, sure, but she’s
also a fierce warrior. At night she fulfills her sacred duty:
to protect the household from monsters. But Spark’s owner
Loretta is growing up and thinks she doesn’t need her old teddy anymore. When
a monster unlike any other descends on the quiet home, everything changes.

TEEN

WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED

by Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed; Ages 9-12
Dial Books, $12.99; pub. 4/14/20

Heartbreak and hope exist together in this remarkable
graphic novel about growing up in a refugee camp, as told
by a Somali refugee to the Newbery Honor-winning creator
of Roller Girl. Omar and his little brother, Hassan, arrived in
a refugee camp in Kenya seven years ago. Their father was
killed the day they left home, and they haven’t seen their mother since they
fled. Now Omar is eleven and Hassan is nine, and Omar has quit school to look
after his brother, who has an intellectual disability. When Omar is given the
opportunity to return to school and carve out a future for himself and Hassan,
he feels torn. He loves school and could have the opportunity to earn a coveted
scholarship to a North American university—and with it a visa for himself and
Hassan. But is it worth the risk and heartache of leaving his vulnerable brother
for hours each day?

THE DECK OF OMENS

RAYBEARER

by Jordan Ifueko; Ages 12+
Amulet Books, $18.99; pub. 8/18/20

Raybearer is an astounding debut that shakes the
conventional fantasy story into something extraordinary.
Tarsai, a girl grown in glittering isolation, is cursed to
love and kill the king of her nation. Ifueko turns this
convention on its head with her completely unique magic
system that ties together a council of twelve with the future emperor in a way
that cannot be broken. Faced against a truly familial love from Dayo, the boy
she’s meant to kill, and the new siblings she’s grown to love, Tarsai has to fight
against the roots of her biological family, an enchantress called The Lady and
her father, a magical creature enslaved by wishes to her mother. –ST

GODDESS IN THE MACHINE

by Lori Beth Johnson; Ages 12+
Razorbill, $18.99; pub. 6/30/20

A soon-to-be sci-fi classic that feels both ingenious and
totally familiar. Johnson’s mastery of language is absolutely
stellar and her worldbuilding has boundless energy. Highly
recommended to fans of Scythe, Dune, and Heart of Iron. –ST

AGNES AT THE END OF THE WORLD

by Kelly McWilliams; Ages 12+
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99; pub. 6/9/20

A fresh take on the end-of-the-world genre, taut with
tension and stunning prose. Agnes, a young girl in a
religious cult called Red Creek, hears the world speak to
her in a way that her prayer books and elders can’t explain.
When disaster strikes outside their gates and starts to
leak into her small but toxic community, Agnes is willing to risk everything for
a chance to escape and create a better life for her sick younger brother. As her
faith in false prophets wobbles, she discovers a world that desperately needs a
savior. What if it’s her? –ST
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by Christine Lynn Herman; Ages 12+
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $18.99; pub. 4/21/20
The utterly satisfying sequel to The Devouring Gray is
sure to blow readers away. The formidable teens of Four
Paths, NY, are up against a poisonous corruption polluting
the town, not to mention their extremely complicated
feelings for each other. I can’t wait for more from Herman,
who has proven herself a masterful storyteller. -–ST

HOUSE OF DRAGONS
by Jessica Cluess; Ages 12+

Random House Books for Young Readers, $18.99; pub. 5/12/20

House of Dragons puts Cluess at the top of the must-read
fantasy authors list. Every character is thoughtfully crafted
(including the dragons!) and the pacing is fantastic. If you
ever wanted to know how Game of Thrones should have
ended, Cluess absolutely nails it here with icy Hyperia
versus empathetic Emilia. Love, love, love! –ST

THE DAMNED

by Renee Ahdieh; Ages 12+
G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, $18.99; pub. 7/7/20

Ahdieh’s darkly romantic vampire series continues
with The Damned, as Celine and Bastien uncover more
secrets about the dark epicenter of New Orleans, this
time bringing the fae court into play. Fans are going to
lust over the gorgeous writing and multitude of diverse,
complicated, and lovable characters. –ST

Junior’s Dozen
Foster a lifetime love of reading! Junior’s Dozen
makes it easy by carefully selecting a book
appropriate for your child’s reading level every
month. Each hardbound book has a unique Square
Books, Jr. bookplate naming the giver and reader,
personalizing a gift that will be cherished for years. For more
information, call 662-236-2207 or email junior@squarebooks.com.

TEEN

THE MERMAID, THE WITCH,
AND THE SEA
THE BALLAD OF SONGBIRDS AND
SNAKES

by Suzanne Collins; Ages 12+
Scholastic Press, $27.99; pub. 5/19/20

The newest book from the author of the Hunger
Games series: It’s the morning of the reaping
that will kick off the tenth annual Hunger Games
and 18-year-old Coriolanus Snow is preparing for
his one shot at glory as a mentor. His family’s once-mighty house has fallen
on hard times, its fate hanging on the chance that Coriolanus will be able to
outcharm, outwit, and outmaneuver his fellow students to mentor the winning
tribute. The odds are against him: He’s been given the humiliating assignment
of mentoring the female tribute from District 12, and their fates are now
completely intertwined.

MY CALAMITY JANE

by Cynthia Hand, Brodi Ashton & Jodi Meadows; Ages 13+
HarperTeen, $18.99; pub. 6/2/20

Hold on to your hats: The authors of My Plain Jane are
back with a side-splittin’, whopper-filled (but actually
kind of factual?) historical retelling, and it’s the not-sotall-tale of the one and only Calamity Jane.

THE BETROTHED
by Kiera Cass; Ages 13+

HarperTeen, $19.99; pub. 5/5/20

Kiera Cass is back with another star-crossed lovers story.
Hollis is a lady in her own right, but when the king asks
for her hand in marriage, she will no longer be just a
lady—she will be another one of her country’s beloved
queens. However, life doesn’t go according to her plans
when she meets someone else. She has a sudden impulse to live a life with
someone she’d never hoped for. The Betrothed, just like the Selection series,
keeps me aching for more even in the most heart-wrenching of parts. Hoping
that somehow, after the cliffhanger ending, things will turn around for Hollis so
she can “join the club” and get her own happily-ever-after. –CW

A SONG BELOW WATER

by Maggie Tokuda-Hall; Ages 14+
Candlewick, $18.99; pub. 5/5/20

In a world divided by colonialism and threaded with
magic, a desperate orphan turned pirate and a rebellious
imperial lady find a connection on the high seas. Maggie
Tokuda-Hall’s sweeping fantasy debut, full of stolen
memories, illicit mermaid’s blood, double agents, and
haunting mythical creatures conjures an extraordinary cast of characters and
the unforgettable story of a couple striving to stay together in the face of myriad
forces wishing to control their identities and destinies.

WONDER WOMAN: TEMPEST TOSSED

by Laurie Halse Anderson, illus. Leila Del Duca; Ages 14+
DC Comics, $16.99; pub. 6/2/20

From the New York Times bestselling author of Speak
and Shout, along with artist Leila del Duca, comes an
exploration of Wonder Woman’s teen years in this
timely story about the refugee experience, activism, and
finding the love and strength to create change. Diana of
Themyscira believes that her 16th birthday will be one
of new beginnings—namely, acceptance into the warrior tribe of the Amazons.
But her birthday celebrations are cut short when rafts carrying refugees break
through the barrier that separates her island home from the outside world.
When Diana defies the Amazons to try to bring the outsiders to safety, she finds
herself swept away by the stormy sea. Cut off from everything she’s ever known,
Diana herself becomes a refugee in an unfamiliar land.

CLAP WHEN YOU LAND

by Elizabeth Acevedo; Ages 14+
Quill Tree Books, $18.99; pub. 5/5/20

A powerful novel in verse by award-winning and
bestselling author Elizabeth Acevedo, about two sisters
grieving the devastating loss of their father who learn
about each other after his death and must grapple
with what this bittersweet new bond means for them.
Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the two girls
are forced to face a new reality in which their father is
dead and their lives are forever altered.

I KILLED ZOE SPANOS

by Bethany C. Morrow; Ages 13-18
For Teen, $17.99; pub. 6/2/20

by Kit Frick; Ages 14+

Sure to lead a resurgence of contemporary fantasy, A
Song Below Water masterfully deals with past traumas,
current politics, and race in a fantasy-esque modern day
Portland that’s unlike anything I’ve ever read. As Tavia and
Effie struggle to find a sense of self in a world that already
doesn’t embrace black women, they’re also struck with the reality of the danger
of the powers growing within them. Fortunately for them (and the reader), their
sisterhood is the strongest magic of all. The Hate U Give meets Tithe in this
incredibly powerful novel that will dazzle readers. –ST

Margaret K. McElderry Books, $18.99; pub. 6/30/20

When the body of a missing girl is found in a resort town
in the Hamptons, Anna Cicconi—who bears a startling
resemblance to the dead girl—confesses to the murder.
But a teen podcast host convinced that there’s more
to the story is determined to uncover the real truth no
matter the cost in this gripping thriller inspired by
Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca.

With a TEEN’S FIRST subscription, the recipient will receive six signed books a
year, plus assorted extras from the publisher, such as trading cards, buttons, or
totes. Provide us your name, mailing address, and preferred method of billing to
get started. All books are billed at cover price, plus postage if shipped.
For more information, please contact sami@squarebooks.com.
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Reading has always been about being together apart.

– Julia Alvarez
from Afterlife

order online at www.squarebooks.com, call 662-236-2262, or email books@squarebooks.com

							
DEAR READER, Spring/Summer 2020

The booksellers at Square Books have been
grateful for all of the support we have received
from you and we want to continue to serve your
reading needs.

Four stores on five floors
in three buildings one hundred
feet apart on the Square in
Oxford, Mississippi

We continue to ship books and offer daily delivery.
Monday - Saturday
within a 5 mile radius of the square.
The delivery fee will be $5
(waived for books over $25).
For immediate availability, look online for titles
On Our Shelves Now.
In order to follow CDC guidelines, we are working
with a small crew, and may be running a little
slower than usual. Thank you for your patience.
www.squarebooks.com
662-236-2262

Square Books on Social Media
@SquareBooks
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